Economic&Political WEEKLY

Ever since the first issue in 1966,
EPW has been India’s premier journal for
comment on current affairs
and research in social sciences.

It succeeded Economic Weekly (1949-1965),
which was launched and shepherded
by SACHIN CHAUDHURI,
who was also the founder-editor of Epw.
As editor for thirty-five years (1069-2004)
KRrisHNA RAJ
gave EPW the reputation it now enjoys.

LETTER

EDITOR
C RAMMANOHAR REDDY

DEPUTY EDITOR
BERNARD D’MELLO

SENIOR ASSISTANT EDITORS
LINA MATHIAS
BHARATI BHARGAVA

ASSISTANT EDITORS
SRINIVASAN RAMANI
RAMA SAMPATH KUMAR

EDITORIAL STAFF
PRABHA PILLAI

EDITORIAL ASSISTANTS
P S LEELA
NEHA BATURA

EDITORIAL CONSULTANT
GAUTAM NAVLAKHA

CIRCULATION
GAURAANG PRADHAN MANAGER
B S SHARMA

ADVERTISEMENT MANAGER
KAMAL G FANIBANDA

GENERAL MANAGER & PUBLISHER
K VIJAYAKUMAR

EDITORIAL
epw.mumbai@gmail.com, edit@epw.in

CIRCULATION
circulation@epw.in

ADVERTISING
advt@epw.in, advt.epw@gmail.com

ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL WEEKLY
320-321, A TO Z INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
GANPATRAO KADAM MARG, LOWER PAREL
MUMBAI 400 013
PHONE: (022) 4063 8282
FAX: (022) 2493 4515

EPW RESEARCH FOUNDATION
EPW Research Foundation, established in 1993, conducts
research on financial and macro-economic issues in India.
DIRECTOR
S L SHETTY

C 212, AKURLI INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

KANDIVALI (EAST), MUMBAI 400 101
PHONES: (022) 2887 3038/41 | FAX: (022) 2887 3038

epwrf@vsnl.com

Subscription Rates

Inland Subscription (Rs) Six One Three
months year years
Institutions - 1650 4400
Individuals 650 1250 3200
Teachers/Researchers - 900 2400
Students - 600 -

Concessional rates are restricted to students, teachers and researchers in
India, Nepal and Bhutan.To subscribe at concessional rates, please submit
proof of eligibility from an institution. Remittance by money order/bank draft
preferred.Please add Rs 35 to cheques drawn on banks outside Mumbai.

Overseas Subscription ($US)  Air Mail Surface Mail
One  Three  One  Three
Institutional Rates year years  year years
Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Bangladesh 80 200 65 175
Rest of the world 200 500 120 300

Individual Rates

Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Bangladesh 50 125 30 75

Rest of the world 120 300 75 200

Web subscription (one year)

India Individuals Rs 800 Institutions ~ Rs 1400

Foreign  Individuals US$ 60 Institutions ~ USS$ 110

All remittances to Economic & Political Weekly.
For online credit card payment for subscription log on to www.epw.in

4

Land Acquisition and
National Highways

he National Highways Authority of
India (NHAT) has embarked on a grand
project of four- and/or six-laning of the
existing roads to a target of 14,000 km,
especially the east-west and north-south
corridors. This is a good thing because the
country needs proper roads for its deve-
lopment and road construction provides
employment. This aspect of development,
nevertheless, is also harmful if not man-
aged carefully, because road development
requires the basic ingredient of land. People
may be displaced or otherwise adversely
affected due to land acquisition. The gov-
ernment has been acquiring additional
land through the eminent domain power
for the nHAT and other road development
projects. The NHAT acquires land for road
projects through the National Highways
Act 1956, which is more draconian than
the much analysed and criticised Land
Acquisition Act 1894 (as amended in 1984).
The land acquisition matter gets
complicated with senseless specifications.
An NHATI circular in 2004 indicates that
the right of way (row) should be 60
metres wide even in the built-up areas —
which is a thoughtless specification.
Obviously, the Indian road establishment
likes the lateral growth of roads as in
the us where land is available aplenty.
What is missing here is the management
aspect of the traffic volume that should
take care of a relatively narrower corridor
of impact and row. The social cost is
ignored, and the consequent huge eco-
nomic cost too is taken lightly in these
administrative directives.
Given the high density of population
along the major roads, construction works
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are typically awarded to the successful
bidders without actually giving them an
encumbrance-free site. In practice,
immediately on issue of the letter of
award, another letter is issued to the
contractors stating that all sites are avail-
able and the contractor should commence
work — irrespective of whether the land is
actually available or not, the contractor
is also asked to refer to the clause recently
introduced in bidding documents that
makes him responsible for liaising with
the concerned authorities (especially,
the forest and utility departments) for
getting the necessary clearances. It is
usually ignored that land acquisition and
giving the contractors an encumbrance-
free site are the responsibility of the
project authorities.

In such circumstances, resettlement and
rehabilitation (R&R) of the project-affected
people becomes a victim in the hands of
the NHAT functionaries actually running the

projects. The project documents usually
have precious little planning aspect for
the resettlement of lost residences and the
rehabilitation of livelihoods. Often, the
affected people are asked to vacate within
a week of making the acquisition payment
to them. Generally, the major r&r road-
blocks in the nNHAI projects have been
the following:

— Imbalance in the time frame between
the resettlement consultants (NGos) sub-
mitting the micro plans and their approval
by the NHAT headquarters.

— In the r&R parlance we talk of offering
tomorrow’s price for today’s land acquisition
to prevent impoverishment. In practice,
the project-affected people are paid old
estimated compensation rates, often two
to three years after the compensation
estimates were made.

— In a particular case the director of the
project implementation unit has refused to
accept the compensation award declared
by the “competent authority” (the district
collector) as being high and has contested

to bring down the compensation amount
through arbitration. This is an unheard
of precedent.

— The prevailing notion within the NHAT
is that the affected people try to take
advantage of the government’s generosity
by demanding more and more.

These are major social roadblocks to
the successful implementation of a
project, mostly due to the insensitivity
and relative inexperience of the project
management, which ultimately result in
the overshooting of the time frame and
cost overrun. It is recognised that social
development is not the mandate of or-
ganisations like the nHAT and the public
works department, but the implementa-
tion of large infrastructure projects today
requires a development approach to be
adopted, especially to ensure that the
project-affected poor people do not be-
come further impoverished due to the
loss of their productive assets.

Biswanath Debnath
NEW DELHI

Notes for Contributors

Guidelines for writers who wish to contribute to
Economic and Political Weekly

Special Articles
epw welcomes original research papers in any of the
social sciences.

e Articles must be no more than 8,000 words
including notes, references and tables. Longer
articles will not be processed.

» All papers for the Special Article section must
be submitted in hard and soft copy format. The soft
copy can be sent by email; alternatively it can be
sent by post on a co. Both the hard and soft copies
are essential for processing.

*  Articles should be accompanied by an abstract of
a maximum of 100 words.

*  Papers submitted to the epw should not have
been simultaneously submitted to any other
newspaper, journal or web site for publication. If the
paper has appeared in a different version elsewhere,
we would appreciate receiving a copy along with the
submitted paper. If the paper has been posted on a
web site, please mention where and when.

e |tis essential that the raw data for graphs in the
paper, if any, are also provided. This will be used for
redrawing the graphs, if necessary. Please do not
send graphs in jpeg or any picture formats.

Every effort is taken to process received papers
at the earliest. We receive more than 50 articles
every week and adequate time is required for
internal reading and external refereeing. It can take
up to four months for a final decision on whether
the paper is accepted for publication.

*  Articles accepted for publication can take up
to six to eight months fromthe date of acceptance
to appear in the epw. However, every effort is made
to ensure early publication. Papers with immediate
relevance for policy will be considered for early
publication. Please note that this is a matter of
editorial judgment.

Commentary

epw invites short contributions to the ‘Commentary’
section on topical social, economic and political
developments. Ideally, these should be between
1,000 and 2,500 words and exclusive to the epw.
Short contributions can be sent by email. Authors
who send their contributions by email are requested
to provide their full postal address.

Owing to the large volume of contributions we
receive every week, it can take between two

and three months for articles accepted for the
Commentary section to appear in the epw.

Book Reviews

epw does not normally accept unsolicited book
reviews. However, all reviews that are received
are read with interest and where a book has not
been sent for review, the unsolicited review is, on
occasion, considered for publication.

Letters

Readers of epw are encouraged to send comments
and suggestions (300-400 words) on published
articles to the ‘Letter’ column. All letters should have
the writer's full name and postal address.

Discussion

ePw encourages researchers to comment on articles
published in the journal. Submissions should be 1,000
to 2,000 words.

General Guidelines

»  Writers are requested to provide full details for
correspondence: postal and email addresses and
day-time phone numbers.

»  Authors are requested to prepare their soft
copies in text formats. poF versions cannot be
processed by epw. Authors are encouraged to use uk
English spellings.

»  Contributors are requested to send articles that
are complete in every respect, including references,
as this facilitates quicker processing.

» Authors are also requested to provide 10-15
keywords for their contributions. That will facilitate
better indexing and search on the ew web site.

* Where there are major developments in the field
of study after the first submission, authors can send
in a revised version of their submission. epw requests
authors not to send revised versions based on
stylistic changes, addition or deletion of references
and other minor changes as this poses challenges in
processing.

*  All submissions will be acknowledged
immediately on receipt with a reference number.
Please quote this number when making inquiries.

» epw posts all published articles on its web site
and may reproduce them on cps.
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