Ministry of Environment

Draft National Climate Change Policy
Request for Public Views and Comments

Being the National Focal Point to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) and its Kyoto Protocol, the Ministry of Environment has prepared a draft National
Climate Change Policy for Sri Lanka in collaboration with key stakeholders.

The Ministry wishes to obtain comments, observations and suggestions from the general public and
all those interested to improve and finalize the policy.

Interested parties and individuals are hereby invited to submit their comments and suggestions on the
draft policy to the Secretary, Ministry of Environment, “Sampathpaya”, 82, Rajamalwatta
Road, Battaramulla within a period of 14 days from the date of the publication of this notice. Please
indicate the “Views and Comments for the draft National Climate Change Policy” on the top left-
hand corner of the envelope.

Secretary
Ministry of Environment
Tel: 011-2883481 Fax: 011-4206109 e-mail:info@climatechange.lk, climatesecsl @ gmail.com

The National Climate Change Policy

Preamble

Climate change which is the ultimate outcome of global warming is now universally recognized as
the fundamental human development challenge of the 21% century. The Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) has conclusively established that Climate Change induced by global
warming is the direct result of excessive emissions of greenhouse gasses due to human action,
particularly due to uncontrolled combustion of fossil fuels. It is a certainty that the present and future
generations have to live under the threat of climate change. All nations especially developing
countries are vulnerable to the impacts of climate change, as they lack the necessary adaptive
capacity.

Being a developing country and also a tropical island, Sri Lanka is highly vulnerable to climate
change impacts. Extreme weather events such as high intensity rainfall followed by flash floods and
landslides, and extended dry periods resulting in water scarcity are now becoming common
occurrences in Sri Lanka. Any adverse changes in already volatile weather patterns are likely to
create chaotic situations in all the socio-economic activities in the country. Therefore urgent action is
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necessary to take adaptive measures to build resilience of the country to face the adverse impacts of
climate change. While taking adaptive measures as the priority, Sri Lanka will actively involve in the
global efforts to minimize the greenhouse gas emissions within the framework of sustainable
development.

The most demanding challenge for the developing countries today is to develop their economies to
provide a better quality of life within a shrinking environmental space. Sri Lanka has to address these
challenges considering the global scenario of decreased financing for infrastructure development,
increased volatility to energy markets, problems related to food security, trade, commerce and
industrial development together with the climate change challenges.

In this context, the National Climate Change Policy for Sri Lanka has been developed to provide
directions for all the stakeholders to address the adverse impacts of climate change efficiently and
effectively.

The national policy contains a vision, mission, goal and a set of guiding principles followed by broad
policy statements under Vulnerability, Adaptation, Mitigation, Sustainable Consumption and
Production, Knowledge Management and General Statements. Collaborative action at all levels is
necessary to transform this policy into meaningful action and achieve the expected outcomes.

Vision

A future where climate change will not have adverse impacts on Sri Lanka.
Mission

Addressing climate change issues locally while intervening in the global context

Goal

Adaptation to and mitigation of climate change impacts within the framework of sustainable
development

Objectives

o Sensitize the communities periodically on the country’s vulnerability to climate change.

o Take adaptive measures to avoid/minimize adverse impacts of climate change to the people,
their livelihoods and ecosystems.

o Mitigate greenhouse gas emissions in the path of sustainable development.

o Promote sustainable consumption and production.

o Enhance knowledge on the multifaceted issues related to climate change in the society and
build their capacity to make prudent choices in decision making.

o Develop the country’s capacity to address the impacts of climate change effectively and
efficiently.

o Mainstream and integrate climate change issues in the national development process.
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Guiding Principles

o Climate change possesses an immediate and potentially irreversible threat to the life on earth
and timely action is necessary to reduce vulnerabilities and build resilience to climate change
in the country.

o Steps taken to address climate change shall be environmentally sound, nationally appropriate,
socially acceptable, and economically viable.

o Sustainable consumption and production can significantly address the current and future
challenges of climate change.

o Ecosystems stability is ensured aiming at poverty eradication and Sustainable Human
Development.

o A shared vision with shared responsibility of all the citizens is a necessity to address the
climate change problems/issues.

o Precautionary principles shall be followed in the absence of scientific based evidences in
decision making.

POLICY STATEMENTS

(A) VULNERABILITY

1. Assessing the vulnerability

Assess the vulnerability to adverse impacts of climate change in the socio-economic and
environmental sectors periodically, particularly taking into account that Sri Lanka is a tropical island.

Develop an information dissemination strategy to enhance the adaptation and mitigation capacity of
the country based on its vulnerability to climate change.

2. Recognizing and addressing climate change vulnerability in the national
development agenda

Recognize and address the vulnerability to adverse impacts of climate change in the socio-economic
and environmental sectors in the national, provincial, district and divisional level development plans
and programmes in relation to both natural and built environment.

3. Disaster management

Develop strategies and mechanisms to prevent/mitigate and manage disasters caused by climate
change and protect the communities, ecosystems and, natural and built environment.



4. Health impacts

Recognize the vulnerability to adverse impacts of climate change in the health sector and take action
to safeguard health of the people.

(B) ADAPTATION

5. Food production and Food security

Take timely action to address the adverse impacts on agriculture, livestock and fisheries sectors due
to climate change and to minimize the impacts on food production and food security.

Encourage climate resilient-environmental friendly and appropriate innovative technologies while
recognizing and promoting the utilization of traditional knowledge and practices in food production.

6. Conservation of water resources and biodiversity

Take action to minimize the impacts on water resources due to erratic precipitation patterns caused by
climate change. Promote efficient water use technologies and behaviors based on changing weather
patterns and trends.

Enhance climate change resilience of natural ecosystems and its diversity.
7. Human settlement and Land use planning

Incorporate nationally appropriate low emission technologies and appropriate adaptive strategies in
human settlement, land use planning, and urban development.

8. Infrastructure design and development
Integrate adaptive measures in the design, development and maintenance of infrastructure.

9. Coastal resource management

Incorporate adaptive measures in coastal zone management specifically considering the potential of
sea level rise.

(C) MITIGATION

10. Energy

Explore the potential of clean and renewable energy sources of the country and enhance their
accessibility and affordability.

Encourage the utilization of clean and renewable energy sources taking into account the local
absorption capacity and long term sustainability.



Take action to improve demand and supply side management to maximize the efficiency of energy
utilization.

11. Transportation

Take action to promote integrated mass transportation systems, improved road networks, low
emission fuels and improved fuel efficiency taking into consideration the long term sustainability of
the existing sources.

12. Industry

Take action to improve the environmental performance in industry and to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions.

Establish green reporting systems to promote proactive behavioral changes by self evaluation so as to
mitigate emissions at all levels and in all sectors.

13. Waste management

Encourage integrated waste management systems for all types of waste assigning priority for
prevention of waste generation over the other forms of management activities.

Adopt integrated waste management processes including nationally appropriate low greenhouse gas
emission technologies.

14. Agriculture and Livestock

Encourage environmentally sound and socially acceptable agriculture and livestock practices within
the framework of sustainable development.

(D) SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION AND PRODUCTION

15. Responsible use of Natural resources and Biological diversity

Identify, recognize, develop, and disseminate environment friendly products, processes and
techniques to promote sustainable utilization of natural resources to mitigate adverse impacts on
natural resources and biodiversity.

Acknowledge and improve carbon storage capacity of the forests in forest management taking into
account the other ecosystem services provided by forests.

16. Environment friendly consumption and lifestyles

Promote sustainable consumption and production considering the family as the centre of focus to
ensure wide dissemination of environment friendly lifestyles and practices in the path of sustainable
development.



(F) KNOWLEDGE MANAGEMENT

17. Education, Awareness creation and Capacity building

Adopt multiple approaches to enhance knowledge and skills of different stakeholders at all levels to
address multifaceted, current and emerging issues of climate change.

Facilitate and promote the availability, accessibility, and sharing of climate change related
information across all sectors at all levels.

18. Co-operation and Partnerships

Encourage strategic partnerships and sharing knowledge among all partners to address the
multifaceted issues on climate change.

19. Creation of a climate change sensitive generation

Promote nationally appropriate climate change sensitive behavioral changes through school education
by promoting proactive and responsible participation.

(G) GENERAL STATEMENTS

20. Institutional coordination

Develop and strengthen an inter-institutional coordinating and monitoring mechanism for effective
implementation of the activities related to climate change throughout the country under the National
Focal Point to the United Nations Climate Change Multilateral Agreements.

21. Research and Development
Promote research and development aimed at addressing climate change issues at national level.

Encourage and support ‘Regional and international cooperation and networking’ to promote climate
change research.

Take action to disseminate such research findings among all stakeholders including those at grass
root levels.

22. Technology transfer

Identify technologies and best practices in other countries, select nationally appropriate technologies,
disseminate, and implement them to the extent possible with sound monitoring mechanisms.

Harness and patronize local technologies and traditional knowledge available in the relevant sectors.
23. Legal and Regulatory framework

Strengthen legal and regulatory mechanisms to take effective measures to meet climate change
challenges by integrating legal requirements in to the respective sectors.
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Ensure equitable enforcement of these regulatory provisions.

24. Market and Non market based mechanisms.

Promote market and non-market based mechanisms appropriate to national conditions to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions and to improve adaptation measures.

Continue appropriate existing mechanisms with sound monitoring mechanisms.
25. Resource mobilization

Ensure sustainable financial mechanisms to support the national efforts to address climate change
issues.

Develop mechanisms to establish, enhance, and improve skilled human resources throughout the
country.



