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Half — vearly progress report ending December 2022, filed on behalf of

the first respondent in compliance with Order dated February 24,

2022. of the Hon'ble National Green Tribunal, Southern Zone,

Chennai, in OA No.15 of 2020

It is submitted that, in compliance with the order dated February 24, 2022,
of the Hon'ble National Green Tribunal, the District Collector, Palakkad, is
coordinating the various activities at district level with the cooperation of the
Irrigation, Agriculture, Police Departments, LSGIs, Harithakarmasena and
Biodiversity Management Committees. The following activities were carried out

in coordination with various departments:

(a) Irrigation Department

A joint site inspection was conducted on July 26, 2022, for implementing the
phase II work of planting Ramacham, bamboo plants, Kaitha, etc on the banks of
the area. This Joint inspection was simultaneously carried out at Lekkidi -Perur
Panchayath and Anakkara Panchayath with concerned secretaries of panchayaths
and municipalities, village officers, forest officers, and police, along with
irrigation department engingers. During this joint site inspection, various
locations for planting the type and number of plants are identified, which are
then communicated to the Director of Kerala, Forest Research Institute Peechi,
and the Assistant Conservator of Forest, Social Forestry Division, Palakkad, in
order for these plants to be delivered to the appropriate location. It was found
during the site inspection that bamboos and other plants have already been
planted along the shore of Bharathappuzha at Shornur by Panchayath through
MGNREGS as and when the plants are supplied from the Forest Department.
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(e) Local Self Government Department

To prevent the practice of encroachment on the river banks of Bharathapuzha and
the burning of grasslands there, teams under the leadership of Grama Panchayath
ward members of the ten Grama Panchayaths through which Bharathapuzha
flows have been constituted. The teams have conducted an awareness campaign
among the inhabitants of the river banks in this matter. The team also conducted
periodic surveillance through the banks to prevent grasslands from being
burned.28 sign boards have been installed giving instructions against the burning
of grasslands and illegal encroachments. According to the decisions made at the
various meetings, 40 projects totaling Rs. 61,73,237/- have been taken over for
the side protection of river banks and enriching the planting of tree seedlings
through MGNREGS. An amount of Rs. 69,909/- has been spent for plantations by
Lakkidi Perur and Pattithara Grama Panchayath. Directions were given to all the
Grama Panchayaths concerned for the timely completion of the projects. Grama

Panchayaths reported that no encroachment had occurred.

It is submitted that necessary steps are being taken in compliance with the
order dated February 24, 2022, of the Hon'ble National Green Tribunal in OA
No.15 of 2020, with the coordination of various departments for the preservation
and enrichment of the river bank ecosystem of Bharathappuzha in a phased

manner.
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