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BEFORE THE HON'BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL

PIRINCIPAL BENCH NEW DELHI

Original Application No.663 ot 2023

MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH:

1. ln compliance of the order dated 29.11.2023 passed by

this Hon'ble Tribunal in Original Application No 663 of

2023 titled as News item published in lndian Express

dated 07.10.2023 titled 'GRAP Stage 1 kicks rn as air

quality dips to poor, condition likely to prevail till Sunday",

plan formulated in order to combat air pollution

this Hon'ble Tribunal, major sectors/ factors which require

fi.i rra, /
n{t! trcqrn *. Et Rr.rfr I qB ,!.trdt raqr {rqtt

tPl 3'qIt 3iq{i-./R

Coftmi$ion lo. Ai. O€lrly
qr.d raa6R,/

in NCR & Adpi.ring Ar6as

t l ikd. q{I6r qmr q{r hf+.o. ffiq cFl
17h Fho., J.mlt.. \,hp.r Strs,r.n (STC Budding), Tolsloy lraE,

l{ Rd-! rooot ,/ Nlw o.lhl'l1ooor

lN RE: News ltem published in lndian Express dated

O7.10.2023 titled *GRAP staqe 1 kicks in as air qualitv dips

to poor. condition likelv to prevail till Sundav*

an Action Plan was filed on 05 12.2023 before this Hon'ble

Tribunal detailing the policy based key sector wise action

2. ln compliance of the order dated 06 122023 passed by
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focus for control of pollution in Delhi and neighboring

areas were further detailed out including notifying the

agencres responsible for implementatron of the plans

submitted accordingly

3. The present Reporl is being filed in compliance of the

order dated 03.012024 passed by this Hon'ble Tribunal

whereby this Hon'ble Tribunal called upon the

Commission to file a Report disclosing the powers

exercised by it till now under different sub-sections of

Section 12 of the Act

4. The Commission, in respectful compliance of the order

dated 03 01 2024 submits the following:

i. Air pollution tn Delhi-NCR, it is reiterated, rsa
multi-dimensional, multi-sectoral and multi stakeholder

phenomenon. The Commission, since it's inception has

strived to work in a participative, collaborative and

contributory causes of Air pollution in the region. To this

collective mode to address and tackle the various

(lq girlR .r'

rEt rrovrn & dr

r7d ifud.

Agrawal

qrclr

17t|,l Floo(,
EFr6I amn
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lt.

effect through its various Directions, Advisories, Orders

and Policy guidelines etc. issued from time to time has

identified measures for each sector and various agencies

responsible for implementation and monitoring are listed

in such directions / Orders issued by the Commission.

The Commission has also constituted three Statutory Sub_

Committees on (i). tVlonitoring and ldentification, (ii)

Safeguarding and Enforcement and (iii) Research and

Development towards prevention, control and mitigation of

air pollution, besides constituting other Sub-Committees

for other specific purposes from time to time, like the Sub-

Committee of GRAP constituted to plan for advance action

and issue necessary orders for Invoking various provisions

of the GRAP, based on the prevalent air quality and the

AQI forecast to be provided by IMD from time to time. The

Commission by itself and all such Sub-Committees have

adequate representatives from the NCR States, NCT of

Delhi and Ministries / Departments / Agencies of the

Central Government besides Non-profiUNGOs working in

r- Kurrar Agrawal

{rRt rrqcl{ *r dt hc I 11 l.fro riw mtt
Cofimisjoo L, Ar Oua[ty n NCR f Ad,oiniog areas

.IIl3 ra{tn,/ Gov.rnmoni of lndi!
t7{t ifud qqrrr qrqn cr{ (gi.A.r{t. hftor). .ffifq rd.
17ln Floo., J.rih.l W!9.r Ehrf,.n (STC Bt ldho), Ioldo, r'brg.

d Rdl-r rooor ,/ N.w o.lhl-l1ooo I

il't 3r{ri 9r1,r,,1.,
I r:!16

this sphere.
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iii. lt is also submitted that besides issuing Statutory

Directions / Orders and Advisories from time to time, the

Commission has held regular consultative meetings and

progress review meetings ensuring coordinated actions

with the Ministries concerned in the Central Government,

States, authorities and various other stakeholders for

adjudging the effectiveness of such measures, besides

the statutory meetings of the Commission and its Sub-

Committees. The Commission so far has conducted 16

meetings of the full Commission, 87 meetings by its

various sub-committees including the GRAp sub_

Committee and 278 other subject specific and sectoral

meetings i deliberations in this direction.

tv. Towards a programme for abatement of air pollution in the

region, the Commission has identified varrous contributors

to air pollution, with core focus on the following major

sectors

rrtt EicR qrqa/ Ra KumarAg€wal
f*trr6,/

nEt trfirn llr .li fiTcdt
Di

Ca nbsioo brA! Ouslity
!q 1E{-dr rnfi qrqtr

in NCR f Adjoining Ar6.sqra lrliaI{/ Gov.mmeni ot lodii
rr{l tfui. qrlr{ qlm qrr kd.a. . hftt). if €f! {r{.
17th Fb.., J.*ah.r \.r!par Bharrn (STC &ritdmg), Totstoy Ma.g.

T{ Rid-rrooor /N.w D6lht.rliiool
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lndustrial Pollution, Vehicular pollution, Dust from

Construction and Demolition project activities, dust from

roads and open areas, Biomass Burning, Municipal Solid

Waste burning, Fires in Sanitary Landfills, household air

pollution, air pollution from various other dispersed

sources, and episodic events like Agricultural Stubble

Burnlng and burning of fire crackers.

The Commission also invited suggestions from general

public as well as experts in the field through a public notice

and constituted an Expert Group which examined the

suggestions received, interacted with interveners and

vt.

alq 3, rll( 311'rr..r imdr A,)rawal

ln this respect, key measures were identified for each of

the sectors and various directions / orders and advisories

are issued from time to time. The Commission also held

regular consultative / review meetings with the Ministries /

Departments concerned in the Central Government,

various Departments / Agencies in the NCR States / NCT

of Delhi and other stakeholders, besides the statutory

meetings of the Commission and its Sub-Committees.
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experts as well as various stakeholders and State

Government representatives. The Experl Group, besides

the existing scientific literature, relevant policies,

regulations, programmes and funding strategies of the

State and Central Governments in various sectors, the

current status of action and best practice / approaches etc

towards a draft comprehensive policy framework. The

draft report of the Expert Group was considered by the

Commission in its meeting held on 25.05.2022 and after

detailed deliberations, The Commission formulated and

directed for adoption of a "Policy to curb Air Pollution in

NCR" in July 2O22, which envisages phased, targeted and

time-bound action plans for NCR districts/cities across all

contributing sectors for abatement of air pollution in NCR

The policy document has been shared with various

Departments, NCR State Governments, GNCTD and

Government of Punjab for targeted actions stated therein

The Action Plan for 2024 submitted before the Hon'ble

-, -*" Md^arAerawar
Ftfits./ Dk6ctor

r*L tl rft t ilr ffit iri I tq In.ttt rr{{ lr{fi
Cdwilrlidl brw O'd{XIl g.rrrr h lrcR f, AdFlring A,las

qrad w{6r{,/ covlhmont ol lndl.
rdf tki, qqlr{ qllR {Tr (((.A.rfl. hf*r, ffifq {,1.
17ln Floo.. Jan.Er \rFper Bhamn (STC Buildil€). Tokloy MaD,

n{ Ridl-r rooor / N.* oolhi-r 1ooo 1

taking account of the suggestions received, also reviewed

stakeholders including Central Government Ministries/
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NGT earlier by the Commission is primarily derived from

this comprehensive policy

v . With regard to laying down parameters for quality of air

and laying down parameters for emissions or discharge of

environmental pollutants, it is submitted that the National

Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAOS) as notified by the

MoEFCC apply uniformly across the country. The current

AQI levels in Delhi-NCR and also in large number of non-

attainment cities in the country arefar from the prescribed

limits / standards and thus the overall air quality

benchmark standards have been adopted as such

v t. However, considering the need for concerted efforts and

stringent parameters in specific sectors / applications,

standards and directives have been specifically

prescribed by the CAQI\4

A. A unifred list of approved (clean) fuels issued by

the Commission for entire NCR. Ban imposed on

use of coal, diesel oil, furnace oil and other such

polluting fuels for industrial implications

particularly the industrial sector, following stricter
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tx.

B. Stricter standards for biomass fuels permitted for

industrial applications, only beyond Delhi, in the

NCR

C. Stricter standards for low Sulphur fuels and

metallurgical coke, permitted only beyond Delhi

for specific industrial applications

D. Stricter standards for DG sets of above 800 kW

capacity

With regard to the restriction of areas in which industries

operations or processes that have implications on air quality

in the region is concerned, running of industrial operations

on cleaner fuels has been one of the areas of priority for the

Commission since its inception. While within the NCT of

Delhi, industries had majorly shifted to PNG, use of highly

polluting fuels fossil fuels like coal, furnace oil, light diesel

oil and the types dominated the industrial spectrum in the

NCR beyond Delhi To this end, the Commission convened

several meetings with the concerned stakeholders (NCR

States, GNCT of Delhi, CPCB, SPCBs of NCR States and

DPCC) for a road map to shift of industries to PNG/Cleaner

Yrq EiTr{ qrd
rfi nqqrn d"

r l *k<. ffiqcFl,
17th

Tolsloy
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fuels. A standard list of approved clean fuels was formulated

by the commission and statutory directions were issued for

its implementation in the NCR, in a graded and phased

manner, targeting transition of all industries in the NCR to

the approved fuels by 31't December,2022. Besides clean

gaseous fuels like PNG/ cNG/ LPG etc., biomass fuels with

stricter emission norms were permitted by the commission

for industrial applications in the NCR, beyond the

jurisdiction of NCT of Delhi towards an affordabre

alternative and to minimize the uncontrolled burning of

biomass / agricultural residue / straw etc. in fields and open

areas. Pursuant to this Direction, and a concerted drive for

shifting more and more industries to approved fuels, the

current status is as tabulated under:

HAR
(NCR)
3,141

UP RAJ
(NCR)
2,273

(NCR)
522Total No of fuel-

based industries
No. of lndustries
on approved
fuels
Balance for
shifting to

2,954 2,199 484

187 85

Trq Ei{rr q!fiEr?fr/ m KumarAgrawal

n$q irfrr{l *r
fq-t{r6l

{t{lM I qq 1qrdr ciqi qdT
h NCR f, Adidoing AroasCommbsion tor Air Ouality

qrrd irri5'rl / Gov€mment ot lndia
tzd {ha, Enlrur EIFm wa (W.O.dL Rfr'r), ?frtq {Fl.
17h Floo., Jswaha Wepar Bhaffin (STC Building), Tolstoy Marg,

d ffi-tromr /N€w D6lhi-11OOO1

Total
NCR

Delhi

1,823 7,759

1,823 7,449

310

a roved fuels

38
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(Self-closed
through
directions

or

x. The commission has been widely disseminating all its

Directions / Advisories / Guidelines / orders etc. to all

authorities / organizations / agencies concerned through

postal correspondence as well as electronic means,

besides uploading important information on the website of

the Commission. Suitable Press Releases / Updates on

important issues are also provided for mass

communication and knowledge of public at large. The

Commission also disseminates important information

through various social media platforms. The releases of

the Commission have been widely covered by the media

in the past.

xi. The Commission takes due cognizance of various

applications, complaints, concerns of general public

received in the Commission through various modes of

communication viz. letters, emails, representations,

through social media and apps etc. and endeavors to

{rq Ei{rr
n(tq rwrfi d-r Et{ d{
Commission lor Air Ouality

m
Diroctor

Agrawal

trg 1unflI ciEH {r+'I
h NCR 6 Adjoinirg Areas

qr{d s{6R,/Gov€mmant of lndi6
rz{l tFra. ilrtr{ drrnr m (vr.fl.rfi. Fftsq). ffic qrl.
17th Floor, Jewahd Wapa, Bhayan (STC BuildilB). Tolsloy lvlarg,

q-d Rd-r r ooor ./ Nory Delhi- 1 1 ooo I
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address all such issues. The Commission has an

institutionalized system for calling of periodic reports, data

and air quality indicators etc. from various stakeholders,

which is reviewed from time to time.

xii. Towards research and development initiatives related to

control and abatement of air pollution, the Commission

also engaged with eminent scientific / technlcal / research_

based institutions and has undertaken projects / activities

towards investigations into and research on air pollution

related aspects. To this effect, the Commission invited

R&D proposals and pilot projects for field demonstration

and evaluation of various technology interventions from

scientists / researchers / NGOs / CBOs / consortia/

individuals, to be coordrnated and proposed by an

academic/researchi scientific institution of repute. Based

on detailed appraisal, the following 0Z projects sanctioned

by the Commission are presently underway / nearing

completion.

ITII grqR Agrawal
Etc rrcqrn +r

!dl zkfq17h

Ram Kumar

l,laO,
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3

4

5

6

S. No

13

Title of the Project

Decision Support System for Air Quality

l/anagement in Delhi and NCR

Use of Al/ tvlL tool for vehicle counting by

uploading the CCTV footage on Cloud

Platform.

Addressing Vehicular Traffic lnduced Road

Dust re-suspension with S&T based Action

Plans for Air Quality lmprovement in Delhi

NCR

An Autonomous Drone Swarm Framework

for Real Time Air Quality lVlonitoring and

Pollutant Quantification in NCR hotspots.

Trial of Ambient Air Purification System at

Anand Vihar, ISBT, Delhi

Under-actuated Filter-less Air Cleaner

Retrofit for road vehicles

1

Department of

[Mech. Eng., llT

Delhi

Kurna'Agrawal
JIrlClOf

r,Sq rrq.r'tl *r 3ilt t d.il { crg gTont riw
in NCR & Adioining

lnqt.l
Commission lor Air Oual'ty Areas

qrrd sr6,r/ Govomm€nt of lndia
rrfl tka. qqIE{ aIFIR lFFt (vs.a.m. hftq). ?ffif{ {Ff,

Principa I

lnvestig atorl

lnstitute

llTM, Pune

Air Pollution

Control

Division,

NEERI, Nagpur

CSIR-NEERI,

and CRRI

Thapar lnstitute

of Engineering

and

Technology,

Patiala, Punjab

SASTRA

Deemed

University,

Thanjavur

17h Floor, Jarahar Vlapa Bhamn (STC Builditp), Tolstoy Marg'
T{ kd-fiooor,/ N6f, O.lhl-110001
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7 Evaluation of Retro-fitment of 2 wheelers

& 3 Wheeler Auto-rickshaws with Electric

Drive as an option for improvement in air

quality in NCR

ARAI, Pune

14

xiii. The commission is also empowered for inspection of

premises, plant, equipment, machinery, manufacturing,

materials and issue of directions for prevention and control

of air pollution in the region. The commission constituted

an Enforcement Task Force (ETF) to monitor and supervise

the implementation of the Statutory directions issued by it

from time to time and related environmental statutes. To

assist the ETF, the commission also constituted 40 Flying

Squads/ lnspections Teams to carry out incognito checks

for identifying serious violations/ statutory Directions of the

commission and recommend appropriate action thereon,

based on the seriousness of non-compliances. The ETF,

through its regular meetings, considers the

recommendations of the Flying squads/ lnspection Teams

and recommend appropriate directions on each of the

inspection repofts, including reviewing the status of various

Yr{ grqrt Ram KumarAgrawal

{{tc rrfirfi +r
Commission lorAk

rlrikt
rz{l {fus. lrrnifl a$tn qca (vs.cl.fi. hftso. iffic {d.
t7h Floor. Jawahar Vyapar Bhawan (STC Building), Tolsloy Marg,

-rd frFfl-r rooor,/ N6w Delhi-ll oool

{rd,r
Aroas

of
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Closure Directions and Resumption Orders issued by the

Commission.

xtv. Up to 31.01.2024, a total of about 16,824 sites had been

inspected by the Flying Squads. Of these, 563 lndustrial

premises, 297 C&D sites and 41 misc. entities were found

to be grossly violating / non-compliant with respect to

vanous statutory directions, guidelines and orders,

contributing adversely to the air quality scenario in Delhi-

NCR. Accordingly, Directions for closure were issued in

respect of total 901 such units including disconnection of

electricity to such premises. However, 740 such units were

later permitted to resume operations by the Commission

following due corrective and preventive measures by such

units to address the gross violations and with a commitment

to henceforth comply with all statutory directions t

guidelines of the Commission and other related statutes to

abate air pollution. Besides, 77 cases have been further

transferred to the State Pollution Control Boards concerned

/ DPCC for further appropriate actions 84 closure directions

issues by the Commission are still in force and the process

qfqTa/ Ram Kumar

trfi rr{rn iz
f{arr./*rMl (HlDir6ctor

Ou.llv ll6tl.!.n nlh t
{rqt'r

qr.d F{-rl,/ Gov.mrn.nl ol l.tdh
rrltl rfa qc taEn;ri kta.*. nfrr), rrcc+r qni

17h Fld, J.t tt t Wg Al.rrl (SIC B{iUhlI Iobbv Mt,!,
-{ Rdl-rioool,/ N.w O.lhl_l10001

{rq aFqrt
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of resumption would be undertaken in respect of these as

and when compliances are ensured and reported

XV Related to directions and guidelines for prevention, control

and abatement of air pollution in the region, the

Commission from time to time, issued Statutory Directions

under the provisions of Section - 12 of the Act to regulate,

control and prohibit activities that impact the quality of air in

the NCR and adjoining areas. Additionally, Advisories have

been issued to convey the seriousness of different air

pollution related issues and provide guidance for effective

actions to mitigate the same, besides orders to streamline

the field level compliance of the envisaged air pollution

control measures

xvi. Comprehensive directions and guidelines issued across

various air polluting sectors and various targeted agencies

/ stakeholders are as detailed as under:

Direction
No.

Dated Direction

Directions for
Control/Prevention

Monitoring and
of Air Pollution

1to5 23 12 2020

lr{ $;{iil Slri;fr awal

rT*q rffr-n +r
Commission furAh

.Iriad

li.: {rdF /qhlM c-{q-{ qrdT

rrfr
17h

aIFm qiFt
ol

qFf,
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10.06.2021

11 .06.2021

1 1 .06.2021
and

15 06.2021

12.08.2021

17

Directions to Haryana, Rajasthan, UP,
Delhi, NDlVlC, North DMC, EDMC, SDMC
for Monitoring of Dust Control Measures at
Construction & Demolition Sites in
NCR: Development of a "Web Porta!"
for remote monitoring of project sites in
NCR

Directions to NHAI, DDA, Delhi, Haryana,
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and to NDMC,
North DMC, ED[/C, SDIVIC for Setting up
Dust Control and Management Cell by
Road Owning/
Maintainin /Construction encies

Directions to Haryana, Rajasthan, Uttar
Pradesh for Shifting of lndustries in
NCR to PNG / Cleaner Fuels

Directions to Punjab, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Delhi for
implementation of a Standard Protoco!
developed by ISRO to estimate and
record Crop Residue Burning Events
usr ite Data

Directions to Punjab, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Delhi for
"Effective lmplementation and regular
Review of their Action Plan to Prevent

Stubble Burni

16 08 2021

16.09 2021

t,

{lq g;qrt q11ri{td /
{r$c rrfirn A"

tr+trro./
dk ffcsrd

Commissbn lorAir
qRiil

rrrfi tFra. qcrr{

si{r qr+q
& Miining Arsas

Di

Govommsnt of lndia
rcrcn cr-r (c{.fr.rfi. hfrr'r), Efretq qrf,

from Constructions & Demolition (C&D)
activities in NCR

6 to 10 Directions providing a Framework, to
develop a State Specific detailed Action
PIan and to take appropriate steps to
tackle the problem of Stubble Burning
in Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh,
Rajasthan and Delhi

1 1 to18

19 to 28

29 to 31

32 to 36

37 lo 41

and Control Padd

17h Fbot, Jawahs Vyapar Btrilm (STC Buildittg), Tolstoy Metg,
c-{ HI-r rooor,/ N€w D€lhl-l 1 o0o1
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17 .09.2021

15 .12.2021

15.12 2021

18

Exempting milk & dairy units and medical
units for lifesaving equipment & medicines
w.r.t Direction No-46

rescheduling of operations of various
industries and relaxation to Thermal
Power Plants w.r.t Direction No-16

Review of restrictions imposed on School,
Colleges and Educational lnstitutions vide
Direction No-46

42

43 09.1 1 2021

44 16 11.2021

Direction to NTPC and ail other Thermal
Power Plants located within 300 Kms.
radius of Delhi for "Ex-Situ paddy Straw
Management" by co-firing in Thermal
Power Plants

Direction to SDtt/C for ,,Fuil Automation
of RFID infrastructure at 10 identified

Directions to NCR State Governments,
Government of Punjab and GNCTD for
effective control of Air pollution in
wake of prevailing adverse air quatity
scenario in Delhi-NCR

Delhi border en ints"

45

46

47

25.11 2021

02.12.2021

07 12.2021

Directions to NCR State Governments and
GNCTD for running of Schools,
Colleges and educational institutions

Directions on Steps for Effective Control
of Air Pollution in wake of prevailing air

scenario in Delhi-NCR

Directions on Shifting of lndustries to
PNG where gas infrastructure and

uali

SU is alrea available

ical / online modein

48

49

50 17 11.2021

w sqn
n{tq rr"tqr{ +r
Corrnissbn forAir

Agrawal

qrcl
ud
17Ur

llillrt

raqr qrfir
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17 122021 Construction & Demolition Activities in
NCR

52 20.12.2021 Restrictions on Entry of Trucks and
Construction & Demolition Activities in

of Directions No-49 and 51

53 04.02.2022 Review of Direction No-49 dated
15.12.2021 - Permitting Biomass based
fuels for industrial application in NCR,
beyond the NCT of Delhi

54 to 57 08.02.2022 Regulations for use of Power Generating
Sets

58 to 61 22.02.2022 Uninterrupted power supply in NCR to
minimize use of DG Sets

62 17 03 2022 Standards for emissions in industrial
rocesses in NCR usin bio-mass fuels

63 18.05.2022 Use of Biomass fuels for new
industries in NCR beyond the jurisdiction
of GNCTD

64 02.06.2022

51

Permissible fuels
epdlgeleqq in NCR

for industrial

65 23.06.2022 Standard list of approved fuels for
various applications across NCR with
Addendum (03 04 2023)

66 05.08.2022 Sub-Committee for implementing Graded
nse Action Plan (GRAP) in NCR

67 12.09 2022 & Review of the
action plan for

Control of Stubble

Regulation for use of DG sets of capacity
more than 800 KW

{rq gi{rr SIIISTFT

.r*q rqqrff +r
F.tsr6Zqt{lM

Comm'lssion lor Air Quality
rlT{il rslitilit

lmplementation
updated/revised
prevention &
Burning in 2022

rrq-+ qrdT
6 Adioining Areas

of lndia
rrd {fus. cmFr qrqR ml (vtCl.rfi. hfdsq). Effic {r,f,
17lh Floor, Jawahar Vlapar Btuwan (STC Building), Tolstoy Marg,

+{ Fd-fi ooor,/ Now oelhl-l 1 oool

68 14.09 2022

NCR
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69

71

73

74

75

76

77

72
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02 11 2022 Dust Control lVleasures in C&D projects -
Uee gf Aq!! Sqrog Guns

30 1 1 2022 Abating Air Pollution From Public
Transport Sector regulations on Diesel

rickshaws

09.02.2023 Regulations for use of DG sets for periods
other than ban/restrictions under the
GRAP in NCR

17 03.2023 Co-firing of Biomass Pellets in Coal
Based Captive Thermal Power Plants in
NCR

02.06 2023 Regulations for use of DG sets in NCR

25.07.2023 lmplementation and review of the updated
revised plan of action for prevention
and control of Paddy Stubble Burning
in 2023

27 07 2023 lmplementation of Graded Response
Action Plan for NCR including NCT of
Delhi Revised in Jul ,2023

29.09.2023 Review of regulation for use of DG sets
in NCR

06.10.2023 Revised Schedule of Graded Response
Action Plan GRAP CR

78 19 10.2023 Migration of public transport services
especially buses in NCR to cleaner modes

79 13 02.2024 Prevention and mitigation of Air Pollution
from Construction & Demolition
activities in NCR - lssue of completion
certificates / occupancy certificates to

rlq E, rllt qlrcrrel/Ram nla Agrawal
fid n;r ,/

+r Et{ f{6'.{d
Di

n*c rroel-{ H risr crdq
Commission lor Ait Ouality & Adpining Areas

qrra rrron r/ Govemment of lndia
rrfi {fue. tn$6l amm rq-{ (vs.A.*t. hfts,t). affifc crf,
17h Floor, Jawahar \ryaper BlEwsn (STC Building), Tobtoy Matg,

T{ Fd-r rooor,/ New Dolhi-ll oo01

housi projects

o
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Dated Advisory

22.02.2021 Advisory to Haryana, Uttar Pradesh,
Rajasthan and Delhi for setting up of a
"Dust Control and Management Cell"
by various road owning/ road
constructions agencies for Abatement
of Dust Pollution

28.07.2021 Advisory to Punjab, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh for exploring various options for
Ex-situ Stubble Management and
developing a robust supply chain
logistics model and deriving
commercial value out of d straw

06.04.2023 Advisory to NDNIC, DDA, MCD,
Gurugram, Faridabad, Ghaziabad and
Noida Authority to Control and
Prevention of Air Pollution from
Construction & Demolition activities in
the NCR

ulations for use of DG sets in NCR

Yrq grqlil Sfq-drf-d // Rath

s*tq n-wrfl +r lnrr qrrrt{
Commission tor Alr

rrfi

Advisory
No.

1

2

3

03.02.2021

12.02.2021

22.02.2021

Advisory to Haryana, Uttar Pradesh,
Rajasthan and Delhi for mandating
procurement of E-Vehicles & Zero
Emission Vehicles

Advisory to Haryana, Uttar Pradesh,
Rajasthan and Delhi for Dust Pollution
Abatement measures from Roads and

Advisory to NHAI and DDA for Dust
Pollution Abatement measures from
Roads and Open Areas along the right

etcalongo Areasn eth ri ht waof

of wa etc

4

5 to7

8

9 28 06.2023

17th

qtiltt

Ft.trro 7
ak firgrd H

ot
f Adioloh0Atrrs
lndls

Tohloy Mary,

BI'IFT qIqR TfI
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19 07 2023 Cleaner Public Transport Services
buses in NCR

30.08 2023

14.02.2024

5

14.02.2024 Advisory on dust mitigation from roads,
pathways, open areas along right of
wa

Exercising various powers conferred upon it under the

Commission for Air Quality [/anagement in National

Capital Region and Adjoining Areas Act,2021, the

Commission, through issue of a Comprehensive policy,

action plans and Statutory Directions / Advisories / Orders

from time to time, has been working in a collaborative and

consultative mode with all stakeholders to abate and

control air pollution in the region across all contributing

factors / sectors as detailed under:

I. PREVENTION AND CONTROL OF STUBBLE BURNING

Advisory on mitigation of
construction and demolition

dust in
cts

arq 3iqr. s[-qrEr 1(!rn6sAgrawal

Commisrbo trr
rilrn *r

A'
HI q1w*rtm

h tlCR 6Adilrnhg Arsas
r{tr

qrtil Govomm€nt ot lndi6
rzd firc lntlrr a$m qrt gna.fi. hf&q). ?kfc crl,

{fi

10

11 Advisory to TPPs and State Government
of Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and Punjab for
Co-firing of Bio-mass (focusing on
paddy straw-based pellets) in Thermal
Power Plants

12

13

/ FARM FIRES

17h Floor. Jilahat $aper Bttman (STC Euildiog), Tolsloy

rif Rd-l rooot,/ N.tY Dolhi-l 1 0001
Marg,
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(i) High incidences of paddy stubble burning in punjab and

Haryana, year on year, have been a matter of serious

concern and have been contributing adversely to the air

quality scenario in the NCR particularly during the winter

months which coincide with paddy harvesting.

Accordingly, prevention and control of paddy stubble

burning has been a high priority sector for the

Commission.

(li) The Commission developed a framework for prevention

and control of paddy stubble burning and effective

management techniques for paddy stubble and Statutory

Directions were thereafter issued to the State

Governments of Punjab, Haryana and Uttar pradesh to

prepare detailed and monitorable state specific action

plans.

(iii) Based on field experience and learnings during execution

of the plans of Action in 2021 and 2022, the Commission

held various meetings with the Officials of the Rajasthan,

{rq gtqrt i'I.lrirTd
Director

n(tq rf,rn & +r dal I
Comm&alon tu Alr Ouallty

ar Agrawal

lrf Tffdr rtq.{ qrqla
in NCR & Adirdng Ar.at

rrd il{i, q{rn qrcR qrr (v{.4.{1. fr@, ikt il,l,
lnh Floo.. &ran r \rrrgd Blt r.n (STC Sui5ir€,. Tolsloy Mal!,

{{ Rdt-! roooi ,/ N€tv D.tht-r 1ooo l
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Delhi, Haryana, Uttar pradesh and punjab as early as in

February , 2023 including meetings with chief secretaries

and DCs / DMs of Districts in these state so as to discuss

further preventive and mitigative actions that could be

taken to control stubble burning and update / review the

Action Plan for 2023.

(iv) The commission closely monitored the fire counts owing

to paddy stubble burning, based on the standard lsRo

protocol, on a daily basis and took up with the state

Governments concerned for appropriate action. Arising

out the implementation and updation of the action plans

during 2021 , 2022 and 2023, the status of paddy residue

burning events (for the period 1sth september to 30th

November) were reported as under:

State Cumulative Fire Counts for the period of 1Sth

September to 30th November

2020 2021 2022

Punjab 83,002 71 ,304 49,922

3,661 2,303

trq :Fqrt
nqll irfir{t e" dr {
Commissbn ft)l Air Oualityqr{{ T16Tr./

rawal

qrg TDIfdI gtSr {rd{
in NCR & Adjoifling tueas

of lndia

K

tz{t {fus, Emtt. urNR rra (g{.O.ifi. frfe0. ifrsztc qr{.
17h Floor, Jarahar Vyapa Bhawan (STC Building), Tolstoy Marg,

{{ kd-rrooor /New Oerhi-11OOO1

36,663

2023

Haryana 4,202 6,987
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407 198 212

Total (includ ing

fire counts of Delhi

and area of NCR in

the Rajasthan)

87,632 78,550

Reduction

of 10.36%

over 2020

53,792

Reduction

of 32%

39,186

Reduction

of 27%

over 2022

25

Uttar Pradesh 252

(NcR)

(v) EFFORTS FOR IN-SITU/EX-SITIJ MANAGEMENT - To

suppoft the efforts of the Governments of punjab,

Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and NCT of Delhi to address air

pollution caused due to stubble burning, totar funds to the

tune of Rs.3,333.17 crore have been so far released by

the central Government under the cRlvl scheme. Details

of availability of Crop Residue [Vlanagement (CRM)

ltlachines is as under.

Availability of CRM machinery

PUNJAB HARYANA UP NCR

2022 2023 2022 2023 2022 2023

90,422 1,17,672 72,777 80,071 7 ,482 7,986

Additional CRM machinery under procurement

Yrq Eiq;g qT?rr57 Kumar Agrawal
n-firfi

qmt

over 2021

Emin AMIr{ qiFI

/New

rdm qrqtq
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PUNJAB HARYANA UP NCR

23,000 7 ,572 595

(vi) Considering efforts by stakeholders in-situ/ex-situ

utilization, paddy stubble l/anagement in 2023 (in tMillion

Tonnes) was as follows

Punjab Haryana UP NCR

Total Paddy Straw

Generation

19.5 7.4 0.73

Through ln-situ management

meas u res (including Bio-

decom poser application)

'1 19 319 0.20

Th roug h Ex-Situ

Management measures

467 1.95 0 054

As Fodder 11 236 048

Total 17.6 7.37 0.73

qrq E {r{
{r*c rrqqrfi ez
Commission hrAit

Kumar Agrawal

qrtl

ffic crrt,
rrrfi
17lh

rrr{tl

Tolstoy Marg,
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(vii) With persistent field level efforts and targeted policy

initiatives in the short/ medium/ long term, it is expected

that instances of paddy stubble burning in punjab,

Haryana & NCR areas of UP will see gradual but marked

improvement, year on year, with a consequent

improvement in the air quality of Delhi-NCR during the

paddy harvesting season.

II. ABATEMENT OF INDUSTRIAL POLLUTION

Besides the efforts which have been elaborated upon in

para 4 (ix) of this report, following measures have also

been initiated

(i) REGULAR tNSpECTtON OF TNDUSTRTES By

PCBs/DPCC - Besides monitoring by the Commissron,

the State PCBs in NCR and DPCC have also been

drrected to conduct regular inspections of industrial units

in their respective Details of the inspections conducted,

non-conformances / violations observed and penal

measures including Environmental Compensation (EC)

{rq Eiqrt /Ra umar Agrawal

rlifc trqqrf, *r {t
Dlroclor
HI lrl I"rffl si{r

ln NCR f, Adjdning
{Rt r

qr{.l rarr ./ Govomm€nl ol lndl!
rrd i&d. q{Irr qrcR irr kd.A. . hft.t). ikfc nl,
17th Floo., J.v.h \ryapar Ellawln {STC Buildlng}. Tolsloy M8E,

l{ Ed-lroool,/Nsw Oslhi-l10001
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charged against such units, during the year 2023 is as

under:

Number of
lndustries issued
with closure
directions for

ross violations

(ii) PNG INFRASTRUCTURE AND SUPPLY IN NCR

Towards PNG infrastructure and supply, the Commission

pursued the matter with all stakeholders in this context i.e.,

the tMoPNG, all City Gas Distribution Agencies in NCR and

industrial associations etc. towards expeditious availability

of infrastructure and supply of PNG in all industrial areas in

NCR. Up till now, out of total 240 industrial areas in the

NCR, 214 industrial areas have been provided PNG

infrastructure and connectivity and the work is in progress

with respect to the balance 26 industrial areas (5 in Uttar

Pradesh, 13 in Haryana and 8 in Rajasthan)
{rq :Itqrt

Director
nqtc rlwrfi *r
C,ommissbn lorAk

qFrd

+dd

rrfi {fua. €rrtrE{ t4rqn cin Rftg'q). ffir cr,f.Ks.A.fl.

KumarAgrawal

ilg TTs-dI [aq-{ fi+t
in NCR & Adjoining Areas

Govemment of lndia

Status of inspection of industrial units by State PCBs /
DPCC

Area Delhi Haryana Uttar
Pradesh

Rajasthan

Number of
industries
inspected during
the period.

10,35
0

4,532 2 , 382 1,979

07 140 35 38

17lh Floor, Jawahat \ryapar Bhawan (STC Building)' Tolstoy
rr{ R-d}-t rooot,/ New Delhi-1 1 0001

Marg,
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III. ABATEMENT OF DUST POLLUTION
CONSTRUCTION & DEMOLITION ACTIVITIES

FROM

(i) Towards abatement of dust pollution from Construction and

Demolition activities, the directed for monitoring of C&D

activities through a dedicated Web-portal including Video

fencing and installatron of low-cost Air quality sensors in

respect of projects with plot area more than 500 sq mtr. and

installation of Anti-smog guns in construction sites, dust

screens at all construction sites, use of dust-suppressants

and water mist, transpofiation of C&D materials in covered

vehicles etc. including compliance of various rules and

guidelines related to effective dust mitigation measures at

C&D sites

(ii) Besides monitoring by the Commission, the State PCBs in

NCR and DPCC have also been directed to conduct regular

physical inspections of different construction and demolition

conducted, non-conformances / violations observed and

including Environmental Compe sation

{rlr E,.ITr{
/ Dkeclot

{q}c rracd +i atr dd I lrf 'l"rfdr [i{r qrqi,r
Commission lor An Oua Manag 6menr ih NcR f, Adjoining Are6s

rr{ ifug. qlrsr (ma fl. ftF"<{ eioelfu nl
thawao (STC Building), Totsloy

ar Agrawal

penal measu res

t h FIoo.. Ja*ahar VyaDar
r{ fit.fl-rro 0ol /NBw Oethi-tlOOOl

Malg,

self-audit / certification by such project proponents,

projects in their respective Details of the inspections
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(EC) charged against such projects, during the year 2023 is

as under:

S
No

Status of
inspection

of C&D
sites

Delhi Har.
Uttar

Pradesh Rajasthan

1

62,169 5,850 1 ,815 1 I 302

2
Total no. of
sites against
which EC
was levied
for non-
conformities.

4 802 587 339 188

3
No of sites
ordered for
closure I
stoppage of
work.

810 530 62 58

IV. MANAGEMENT OF DUST FROM ROADS AND RIGHT
OF WAYS

(i) To mitigate the effect of dust from roads, sidewalks and

open areas, the Commission issued Directions to the NCR

states, GNCTD and agencies like NHAI, DDA and municipal

corporations / councils in NCR for setting-up of "Dust

Control and [\4anagement Cells" tasked with monitoring and

IFI :Prrt

No of C&D
sites
physically
inspected

nElc rrccrfi *z fifi qltq
Commission

amm

Delhi-11 0001
Marg,
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implementation of various dust control measures in all such

road projects/activities and management of dust from roads

(ii) Sixty (62) Dust Control & l\/anagement Cells have been set

up in the NCR, of which '12 are in NCT of Delhi, 18 in Uttar

revtew meetings of these DCMCs were held by the

Commission to evaluate the progress and efforts made in

this direction towards road sweeping, water sprinkling,

scientific disposal of dust, pot{illing I repair to roads

including black topping and shoulder levelling besides

pathways / road sides

V ABATING AIR POLLUTION CAUSED BY VEHICULAR
SECTOR

(i) Towards an effective long-term strategy of controlling

vehicular emissions, transition to e-mobility has been

identified as an important tool by the Commission and to

build requisite infrastructure to support e-mobility t.e

battery charging stations, battery swapping points and for

w Btn am maaAgrawal
Dir6ctorrS! rrqcrf, +r ata dt {q llr{fl ra{'

in NCR & Adjdning

,7{ nftr{. qcrr{ qlcn r.r ((('Ad ffk4). ffiq rr,f
ISTC Suilding), Iorstoy MaE,lTlh Floor, JawaM, WaDar Bhawan

r{ Ridl-rioooi,/ Now Dolhl110001

and open areas.

Pradesh, 18 in Haryana and 14 in Rajasthan. Regular

greening of central verges and greening / paving of
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disposal of large volume of batteries which is likely to be

generated in the ensuing years. ln this regard, Nos. of

electric vehicles currently registered in NCR, as reported by

the State Govts. / GNCT of Delhi are as under

Delhi - 2,62,066 Haryana - 81,528

uP - 91,724 Rajasthan - 1 5,487

(ii) As per the available data total 3,100 battery charging

stations and 4,793 charging points are already in place in

the territory of Delhi and 476 charging stations are available

in other areas in NCR

(iii) Towards compliance of emission standards Drives on a

continual basis have been asked for in the NCR for

ascertaining the compliance of PUC norms. To this effect,

details of challans for PUC violation, visibly polluting / over

loaded vehicles etc. issued so far during 2023 in the NCR

are as under

,/Ram KumarAgrawalITq Srqrt
Director

ilEtc rrqqr.fi +r
Managernent

tilr.tl
rrfl qfue. qrrt.
17th Floor,

qilrfl aIFm trq-{

/New
Marg,
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Delhi - 2,77,076 Haryana - 1,28,290

(iv) Towards controlling vehicular pollution caused by older

vehicles and to strictly ensure that petrol/Diesel vehicles

more than 15110 years old do not ply in NCR. Numbers of

overaged vehicles impounded in the NCR by concerned

agencies during 2023, are as under:

Haryana - 646

Rajastha n - 231

(v) Delhi also needs to expedite procurement of Low Floor E-

buses. As of now, total size of the bus fleet for public

transport system in Delhi is 7,389 which includes 1,300 E-

buses. By 2025, total number of buses are expected to be

10,925, with about more than S0% E-buses

VI. CREATING GREEN BELTS IN DELHI / NCR TO ABATE

uP - 1,20,271 Rajasthan - 8,365

Delhi - 22,397

uP - 3,901

AIR POLLUTION

lFI :F{rt Ram

+r
qrfiI

rrfi {fus.
(src

Agrawal

ri-dRfc
Tolsloy

c-asr Erqtir

crrf,17th Floor,

q-{rfl qIrIR Ciri

,/New Oolhi-
Marg.
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The commission held a series of consultations and review

meetings to draw the roadmap and finalized Greening/

Plantation Action Plan for the year 2023-24. After taking

into account inputs provided by the NCR State

Governments/ GNCTD, the target of plantation (including

trees, shrubs, bamboo, etc.) for the year 2023-24 was

finalized and the progress made till 31.01 .2024 is as

under

States Target for
2023-24

Delhi 95,04,390

Haryana (NCR Districts) 98,93,797

Rajasthan (NCR Districts) 25,89,992 17 ,32,410

Uttar Pradesh (NCR
Districts)

1,64,63,497 1,67,95,609

Total 3,84,51,576 3,48,91 ,902

6. owing to concerted efforts put in by various stakehorders

towards abatement of air pollution in the NCR, measures

initiated as per the comprehensive policy to abate air

Plantation till
31.01 .2024

76,29,347

87,34,536

pollution in NCR, improved monitoring and enforcement of

Trq glrrR

qIiKT
rrfi {fua, qqrrt

Kumar Agrawal

!-{q-r qrqFr

(src Tolstoy
17th Floor,

Marg,
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various policy actions and persistent field level efforts and

targeted policy initiatives for quantified results in the short/

medium/ long term, it is expected that air quality scenario

over Delhi will see further improvement, year on year.

NEW DELHI

DATED: 20.02.2024

THROUGH

ir${ rrqqr{ {t7 {t{
Commhsion ,or A, olJalty

FILED BY:

Di.ector
rAgrawal

qrct r

idl tfu<. q.rfl qrm irr (gfla. . hkr) !ftr€tq id,
tn! Fbor, J.seher Vyep€r Bal.ten (SIC &itdtni), IoBto, MaB:r{ Ht-r iooor ,/ N;w Dolht. r l-dool

RUCHI KOHLI

ADVOCATE FOR
COMMISSION FOR AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT IN

NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION AND ADJOINING AREAS
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IllrFoRIl -t'l 
It1 I IoN'ut.tl Nn 'l'toNAL GRIltlN -t-RIBLJNA 

L,
PRINCIPn L BIlN(ltI, NIrW l)t1t,tII

oA NO. 663 Otr 2023
LNJ_IIIrMdl l"[,BQI,:
NEWS I'[I.]M PTJBI,ISIIFII) IN INDIAN I.]XPRI,],SS DATI]D 07. IO.2O23 TI'I'I,I.]D
"(;RAP S'l'A(;ll I KICKS IN nS ArR QUAl,t't'y I)tps'ro pooR, CONDI.I.ION
LIKlll,Y'l'O PRI,IVAIL'l'll,l, SIJNDAY,,

VAKAI-,ATNAMA
I/Wc, (lornrnission f,or Air Quality Managcmcnt in National Capital Region and
Adjoining Arcas, Ncw t)clhi, thc Respondent in thc abovcsaid rnattcr do hcrcby
appoint and retain MS. RTJCIII KOIILI, Advocatc to act and appcar 1br rnc/us in thc
abovc OA and orr lny/our bchall'to conduct and prosccutc (or clclbnd) thc sarnc and all
procccdings that rnay bc takcn in rcspcct o1'any application connccted with thc sarnc
or any dccrcc or ordcr passcd thcrcirr inclucling procccdings in taxation and applications
1br rcvicw, to lilc and obtain/ rcturn of clocurncnts and to clcposit and ,.cciue any
lllorlcy on tly/ottr bchalf in thc said OA and in applications lbr Rcvicw and to r.pr.r.nt
tnc/us and to takc all ncccssat'y stcps on rny/our bchalf in thc abovc rnattcr. I/We agrcc
to allacts donc by thc albrcsaid Advocatc in pursuancc to this authority.

Datcd this thc day ol,Januar.y, 2024
Acccptcd, Idcntilicd & Ccrtificd put Signaturc(s) bclow:

Ms. RTJCIII KOIILI, Advocate
No. 69, Lawycr's Charnbcrs,
Suprcrne Court of India,
Ncw Dclhi- I 10001
Mobilc: + 9l -98 I 0208807

M I.IMO O I.' APPF]ARANC I.I'l'o,
'l'hc Rcgistrar
National Grccn'l'ribunal
Principal Bcnch, Ncw Dclhi

Sir.
Kindly cntcr my appcarancc in thc abovc

lAppeal /Misc. Application /Rcvicw made on
Pctiti oner(s)/appc I I anrs( s)/Rcspondcnt(s).

Ncw Dclhi

larfL,
A ppl icant(s)/Appel I ant( s)
Re spon @t(rffi3p313;g Iu En"r.n)

YFfiq Yrqqt-,rii cle sf{ {llet?qfi Mt {
srE ggrs-fl c{.arn Bg rrrq}q

Commission for Air Quality Management in
NCP & Adjoinin$ Areas

qpqfl iErq{tR/Governmont of lndia
qd,14fl ,/Uew DFlhi-rln^{A

mentioned Original Application
behalf of the above named

Yours laithfullv
J

(MS.RIJCIII KOIILI)
Advocatc lbr thc Applicanr(s)
Rcspondcnt(s) / Appcllant (s)Datcd 20.02.2024
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