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BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI

‘ ' Original Application No. 200/2014
q é: § () (CWR. No. 3727/1986)
(A. No. 340/2022)

IN THE MATTER OF:

M.C. Mehta Applicant

Versus

Union of India & Ors. Respondent(s)

COUNTER AFFIDAVIT ON BEHALF OF THE DISTRICT GANGA PROTECTION
COMMITTEE (DISTRICT GANGA COMMITTEE), DARBHANGA, BIHAR IN COMPLIANCE
OF THE ORDER DATED 18-09-2023 PASSED IN ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO. 200/ 2014.

l %% ML@/H ................... , aged about .<fL .. Years,
Slo fz\w\ g’f 2“6\6&&_@ o CZ\@A_JU“ azz‘/presently posted as
sol

District Magistrate -cum- Collector, Darbhanga, Bihar do hereby nly affirm and state as

¢ ' ;‘{

my knowledge derived from the records.

3. That the annexures to the accompanying report are true copies of thier respective

@4@@

originals.

DEPONENT

| 17 J )
Omsmt- . :\Onﬁo.:)»{ ‘[\Aw - ,'/ Y ‘) | s 1\

tified by Sri.... .. Y [
l:!:‘:‘oc.,. Satamnly "]("m«’\! g\ //‘\,,, /f\\/ =

w1 s Je A
UNA KANT ﬁHAGA’! ( 7
Notary Publis, Darbhanga 7 1843
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A. COMPLIANCE REPORT ON THE ISSUES RELATED TO DARBHANGA, BIHAR
NOTED IN THE ORDER DATED 18-09-2023 PASSED IN ORIGINAL APPLICATION

NO. 200/2014.

[ lIssues noted in

the Hon'ble NGT Order Dated 18.09.2023
o 2

_—

Groundwater contamination with Arsenic,

Fluoride, Nitrate, Iron and Lead. Its causing lot
of health issues (including cancer/Gallbladder
cancer) amongst people residing in the

Gangetic belt.

Compliance Report

The Executive Engineer, P.H. Division,
Darbhanga vide letter No. 2555, dated
09.11.2023 reported that "At some places in
the groundwater of Darbhanga district, the
quantity of iron and arsenic has been found
to be more than the permissible limits.
Drinking water is being supplied by
installing iron/arsenic removal plants at
those places where iron and arsenic have
been found to be more than the permissible

limits."

Sewage being discharged into the river and
tributaries - Sewage that includes domestic
wastes, hospital waste, industrial areas etc.
Sewerage of rural and urban areas. STP for
all major towns in the Ganga basin are
required and the same must be monitored on
regular basis. TC/FC is reportedly very high in
the main Ganga River (after Patna)

River is approximately 55-60
kilometres away from Darbhanga district.
Regarding the tributaries of River Ganga
The

sewage

Ganga

flowing from Darbhanga district,

following reports  regarding

discharge have been submitted by the

Local Bodies of the district:

i. The
Darbhanga Nagar Nigam, Darbhanga
vide Letter No. 3619, dated 10.11.2023

reported that "Iron Screen has been

Municipal Commissioner,

installed on all the discharge point of
river Bagmati with chemical treatment
chamber. Sewage treatment Plant

(STP) is on planning phase for
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Darbhanga Municipal Corporation,
Darbhanga."

ii. The Executive Officers of Nagar
Parishad/Panchayat- Jale, Kamtaul-
Ahiyari, Ghanshyampur, Bharwara and
Hayaghat have reported that there is
no river passing through the areas of
their respective ULBs.

ii. The Executive Officers of Nagar
Parishad/Panchayat- Benipur, Baheri,
Biraul, Singhwara and
Kusheshwarsthan East, some of them
which have just been created, have
reported that provisions of sewage
stabilization / treatment before
discharge have been made. Proposals
have been sent to the headquarters
for assessment of STP requirements.

llegal sand and stone mining — by use of
heavy machinery results in damage to the
river ecology, depletion of ground water,
ecological damage to the aquatic species and
migratory birds, erosion of river bank and flood
plains, damage to infrastructural projects, loss

of royalty and cess etc.

Minerals like Red Sand and Stone are not
found in the district. White sand is available
in some areas of district. The Mineral
Development Officer, Darbhanga vide
Letter No. 644, dated 25.10.2023 reported
that "There is no matter in Darbhanga
district related to illegal sand and stone
mining by use of heavy machinery causing
damage to river ecology, depletion of
ground water, ecological damage to aquatic
species and migratory birds, erosion of river
bank and flood plains, damage to
infrastructural projects, loss of royalty and

cess etc.”

Flood plain encroachment and operation of

brick kilns-on tr@ flgodplains of River Ganga.

River Ganga is approximately 55-60
kilometres away from Darbhanga district.
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Regarding the tributaries of River Ganga
flowing from the district, no cases related to
encroachment and brick kiln in their flood

plain have been reported.

The Divisional Forest Officer, Mithila Forest
Division, Darbhanga vide Letter No. 2138,
dated 09.11.2023 reported that "On the
banks of river Kamla which is the tributary
of River Ganga, kusheshwarasthan wetland
has been declared as a bird sanctuary.
Aquatic and terrestrial birds in the sanctuary
area are protected and conserved by the
Mithila Forest division. Hunting activities are
checked under the Wildlife Protection Act,
1972. Regular patrolling and rescue, and

Conservation of aquatic species — Gangetic
Dolphins, gharial, otters, turtles, and several
aquatic and terrestrial birds. Bank feature

alteration due to land-use changes such as
agriculture, construction activities and sand
mining has disrupted the lateral connectivity of
the river in the flood plain. Sandbar cultivation
in the states of Bihar and Jharkhand has
rendered the habitat unsuitable for use as

nesting sites by turtles and island-nesting

awareness activities are undertaken for the
conservation of wildlife here. Asian
waterbird census and survey by BNHS is
being undertaken to assess the population
and status the birds the

kusheshwarasthan sanctuary area. Rescue

birds. These existing threats are further
heightened by the impacts of climate change

and altered water quality, questioning the ¢ )
0 in

| survival'of aquatic species.

%)

~ J
‘Vd‘w of wildlife outside the sanctuary area is
% 7/ ;'; done as and when information is recieved.”

Industrial pollution - discharge of effluents in
the tributaries of Ganga River and in the main
stem itself. Detailed status reports regarding
quality assessment of effluents from all
industrial area may be provided. Similarly,
information on CETP performance report and
timeline for establishment new CETP may

also be furnished.

T .
F \2 ,ﬁ\ >

The Deputy General Manager, BIADA
(Bihar  Industrial Development
Authority), Darbhanga vide Letter No. 1190,
dated 09.11.2023 reported that "There is no
discharge of effluents into any River from
any unit of any industrial area of BIADA

Area

under Darbhanga district."

Further, The Regional Officer, BSPCB
(Bihar State Pollution Control Board),
Muzaffarpur Region vide Letter No. 9196,
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dated: 11.11.2023 reported that "There are
mainly three industrial areas established in
Darbhanga district which are as follows:-
Industrial Estate Bela, Industrial Estate
Donar and Industrial Estate Dharampur. In
all three industrial areas, mainly units like
rice mill, flour mill, poultry feeds, mixture
and namkeen etc. are established and
operated. Treatment plants have been
installed for effluents generated by the units
and they are not discharged outside the unit
premises. From time to time, site inspection
of these units is also conducted by the
BSPCB. Consent orders for conditional
establishment/operation are issued by the
BSPCB to these units. The conditions
mentioned in the consent order are
complied with by these units. No effluent of
any kind is allowed into natural water

sources like rivers, ponds."

Plantation on both sides of river.

River Ganga is approximately 55-60
kilometres away from Darbhanga district.
Regarding Plantation on the banks of
tributaries of River Ganga, The Divisional
Forest Officer, Mithila Forest Division,
Darbhanga vide letter No. 2138, dated
09.11.2023 reported that "Plantation
activities are undertaken on the banks of
the tributaries of River Ganga in Mithila
Forest Division every year under Jal Jeevan
hariyali scheme and CAMPA Scheme. Year

wise details are as follows:

Year No of Saplings |
2012-13 16000
2013-14 25000

 d
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[ 2016-17 53000
2017-18 45000
2018-19 8000
2020-21 62000
2021-22 5000
2022-23 8000
The Civil Surgeon, Darbhanga vide Letter

No. 1952, dated: 30.10.2023 has reported

Biomedical waste disposal system —many big
that "For bio medical waste disposal,464

‘ towns and cities like Patna, Buxar, Bhagalpur
health care facilities located in the district

| hospitals. have registered with the service provider
selected by Bihar State Pollution Control
Board for Bio-Medical Waste Treatment."

‘ etc have numerous health clinics and

The Deputy General Manager, BIADA
(Bihar  Industrial Area  Development
/ Authority), Darbhanga vide Letter No. 1190,
dated: 09.11.2023 has reported that
"Hazardous waste is not generated from
any unit in any industrial area of BIADA
under Darbhanga district."

) Further, The Regional Officer, BSPCB
Hazardous waste disposal (Status from all . .
(Bihar State Pollution Control Board),

Industries/Industrial estates/ thermal power . )
, ) ] Muzaffarpur Region, vide Letter No.: 9196,

plants/ dairy/ leather units etc in the 38
dated: 11.11.2023 reported that "Thermal

districts of Blnar). power plant and leather unit are not
established in Darbhanga district. There is
no unit emitting hazardous waste
established in all three industrial areas. A
dairy unit is established outside the
industrial area and a conditional consent
order has been issued by BSPCB, which is
complied with by the unit, Hazardous waste
is also not discharged from this unit."
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| River Ganga is approximately 55-60

Municipal Solid waste disposal and Iegacyi
|

10

waste remediation.

kilometres away from Darbhanga district. |
Regarding the tributaries of River Ganga |
flowing from Darbhanga District, The
following reports regarding municipal solid
waste disposal and legacy waste
remediation have been submitted by the
' Local Bodies of district

The Municipal Commissioner,
Darbhanga Nagar Nigam, Darbhanga
vide Letter No. 3619, dated:
10.11.2023 reported that "Neither any
Dump site nor legacy waste point
exists near Bagmati River."

The Executive Officers of Nagar
Parishad/Panchayat- Jale, Kamtaul-
Ahiyari, Ghanshyampur, Bharwara,
Hayaghat, Benipur, Baheri, Biraul,
Singhwara and Kusheshwarsthan East
have reported that the proper disposal
of municipal solid waste is undertaken
using door to door waste collection,
segregation and recycling process and
there is no legacy waste point existing

in their respective ULBs”

River Ganga is approximately 55-60

‘ kilometres away from Darbhanga district.

Shifting of River Ganga from its original/ old

' course (noticed and district like Patna)

N

There is no possibility of shifting of River |

|

Ganga from its original/old course within the |

district. ,

-
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B. COMPLIANCE ON THE STEPS WHICH HAVE BEEN TAKEN BY THE DISTRICT
GANGA PROTECTION COMMITTEE (DISTRICT GANGA COMMITTEE),
DARBHANGA, BIHAR FOR PREVENTION AND CONTROL OF POLLUTION IN

RIVER GANGA IN THEIR RESPECTIVE AREAS.

-8-

1. The Monthly, Mandated, Monitored & Minuted (4M) District Ganga Committee Meeting
is conducted. In these meetings, following instructions have been given by District
Magistrate cum Chairman, District Ganga Committee, Darbhanga:

I.  To start Micro mapping of village/Tolas alongside river banks to ensure
speedy implementation of policies and remedial measures.
Il.  Instructions were given to Agriculture Department to promote Organic
Farming in river bank areas.
IIl. Instructions were given to the local bodies to upload the requisite
information on Bhuvan-Ganga Mobile Application.
IV. Instructions were given to all the concerned officials to upload the reports
on GDPMS Portal, every month.
V. —7Instructions have been given to prepare comprehensive plan for disposal

Y /D\ of animal carcasses in consultation with Central leather research institute,
' /% , - ¢ ‘ Chennai to prevent dumping in river channels/water bodies.
uild, Enhance & Strong the River-People Connect with the objective of
fservation of River, Pond & Water Bodies following awareness & involvement
rograms have been conducted by District Ganga Committee in the district:
I.  "Ghat par Yoga" Program was conducted On International Yoga Day in the
Year of 2022 and 2023.
Il.  "Ghat par Tiranga" Program conducted on Independence Day in the year
2022 & 2023.

Il Conducted "Ghat par Hat" Program on 10th-11th September 2022.
IV.  The Activities under "Mission LiFE" program were organised on World

Environment Day in the Year 2023.
V.  The “Ganga Utsav" Program conducted in the month of November 2022 &

2023.
VI.  Regular Cleanliness Drives are conducted at Ghat by the Ganga Doots,

Nehru Yuva Kendra Volunteer groups, NCC Cadets & Local Village

volunteer groups.
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Activities like Ganga Shapath, Ganga Aarti, Plantation drives, Awareness

Rallies, Knowledge Competitions have been conducted in the villages by

(]l
The District Magistrate -cum- Ex-OffigieChairman

District Ganga Protection Committee, Darbhanga
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Irif® wnfew arel @ g

| SI. No. | Block Name Panchayat Name | Village Name | Ward No | Remarks
1 |2 3 4 5 6
1 |Biraul Parri Parri 01 :

2 | Biraul Parri Parri 02 e
3 Biraul Parri Parri 03

4 |Biraul Parri Parri 08

5 | Benipur Pohaddi Pohaddi 10
@-.,__ Benipur Pohaddi Pohaddi 11

7____|Benipur Pohaddi Pohaddi 12 ]
8 Benipur Pohaddi Pohaddi 13
9 Benipur Ramouli Ramouli 15

10 Ghanshyampur | Pali Pali 09
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SI. No. | Block Name Panchayat Name [ Village Name [Ward No | Remarks |
11 2 3 4 5 6

1 | Benipur Mahinam _[Mahinam |01 'M__
2 |Benipur | Mahinam __|Mahinam 02 | ]
13 Benipur ‘Mahinam Mahinam 03 1N

4 | Benipur | Mahinam Mahinam 04 il
5 Benipur ‘Mahinam Mahinam 05

6 |Benipur  [Mahinam Mahinam 06 I
7| Benipur Mahinam Mahinam 07

8 Benipur " | Mahinam Mahinam 08

S Benipur Mahinam Mahinam 10

10 Benipur Mahinam Mahinam 11 !
‘11 Benipur Mahinam Mahinam 12 ﬁ
112 Benipur Mahinam Mahinam 13
113 Benipur Mahinam Mahinam 14 '
114 Benipur Mahinam Mahinam 115 |
[ 15 Benipur Mahinam Mahinam 16

16 Benipur Mahinam Mahinam 17

17 Benipur Mahinam Mahinam 119 |
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Sewage being discharges into the river and tributaries-Sewage that
Includes domestic wastes, hospital waste, Industrial areas etc.
Sewerage of rural and urban areas. STP for all major towns in the
Ganga basin are required and the same must be monitored on
regular basis.TC/FC is reportedly very high in the main Ganga River
(after Patna)

iron Screen has been Instolled on all the discharge Point of
river Bagmati with chemical treatment chamber. Sewage
treatment plant (STP) is on planning phase for Darbhanga
Municipal corporation Darbhanga

Municipal Solid waste disposal and legacy waste remediaration.

Neither any Dump site nor lagacy waste point exits near
bagmati river
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Darbhanga Municipal Corporation, Darbhanga
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e @ sty | affpeT W0 o #
3y @ IRae Hefe wfae |
: : s 1] frer (e | e | fawrfa L]
e B Mo | et aree CFT & |cPTH |cPT W |Qagelt|  agell | el
T |3 2023 35 0 0 10 4270 | 750 | 510 0 13.89 13.89
2. |%g 2023 40 1 1 13 4460 | 860 | 310 0 24.63 24.63
3. |9 2023 36 0 0 8 900 910 | 800 0.5 25.76 26.26
4 | TS 2023 25 1 0 8 1390 820 100 0 7.06 7.06
5 |3 2023 20 0 0 6 1060 | 1160 | 390 0 10.11 10.11
6 |RiR 2023 15 0 0 6 | 2000 | 660 | 260 | 846 | 19.67 [ 28.13
7 | R 2023
8 |9I9%sX 2023
9 |fGE=x 2023
10 |STaRT 2024
11 |HRa<r 2024
12 |99 2024
Total 171 2 1 51 14080 5160 2370 8.96 101.12 110.08
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1. |e¥d 2022
13 1 1 1 0 0 1000 0 5.6 5.6
2. (98 2022 10 1 0 6 500 0 | 2650 0 7.61 7.61
3. |9 2022 15 1 0 13 1500 | 1500 | 500 0 12.83 12.83
4 [T 2022 16 0 0 7 2700 0 200 0 6.52 6.52
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N~ 7 | ISR 2022 20 0 0 9 3850 | 1050 | 600 0 15.96 15.96
K 8 |daWR 2022 34 0 0 15 2630 | 2885 | 2000 0 37.32 37.32
9 |fTawR 2022 36 0 0 21 5710 | 3420 | 1735 0 | 3075 30.75
10 |SHaNT 2023 44 3 0 15 1620 | 150 | 392 0 29.10 | 29.10
11 |[HRaT 2023 25 0 0 11 3440 0 0 0 16.70 16.70
12 |99 2023 10 0 0 5 1250 0 150 0 22.14 22.14
Total 272 6 1 116 29100 9005 9927 0 209.72 209.72
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Conservation of aquatic species-
Gangetic Dolphins, gharial, otters,
turtles and several aquatic and
terrestrial birds. Bank feature
alteration due to land-use changes
such as agriculture, construction
activities and sand mining has
disrupted the lateral connectivity of
the river in the flood plain. Sandbar
cultivation in the state of Bihar and
Jharkhand has rendered the habitat
unsuitable for use as nesting sites by
turtles and island-nesting birds.
These existing threats are further
heightened by the impacts of
climate change and altered water
quality, questioning the survival of
aquatic species.

On the banks of river Kamla which is a
tributary of River Ganga, Kusheshwarsthan
wetland has been declared as a bird
sanctuary. Aquatic and terrestrial birds in
the sanctuary area are protected and
conserved by the Mithila Forest Division.
Hunting activities are checked under
Wildlife Protection Act, 1972. Regular
Patrolling and rescue, and awareness
activities are undertaken for the
conservation of the wildlife here. Asian
waterbird census and survey by BNHS is
being undertaken to assess the population
and status of the birds in the
Kusheshwarsthan sanctuary area. Apart
from this area, other river flood plain and
rivers has not been declared as protected
areas, hence they do not come under the
jurisdiction of Mithila Forest Division.
Rescue of wildlife outside the sanctuary
area is done as and when information is |

i |
received. B

Plantation on both sides of the
river.

Plantation activities are undertaken on the |
banks of the tributaries of River Ganga in
Mithila Forest Division every year under Jal

Jeevan Hariyali scheme and CAMPA
scheme.

2012-13 16000

2013-14 25000

2016-17 53000

2017-18 45000

2018-19 8000

2020-21 62000

2021-22 5000

2022-23 8000
Details of the year wise plantation activities

undertaken is attached as Annexure 2

(S
Divisic?r?éﬂgérest Officer
Mithila Forest Division
Darbhanga
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Industrial pollutiom- Discharge of
effluents in the tributaries of
Ganga River and in the main stem
itself. Detailed status reports
regarding quality assessment of
effluents from all information on
CETPS performance report and
timeline for establishment new
CETP may also be furnished.
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Hazardous waste disposal (status
from all Industries/Industrial

estacs/thermal  power  plants/
dairy/leather units etc in the 38

districts of Bihar).
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A.Industrial pollution — Discharge of effluents in the tributaries
of Ganga River and in the main stream itself. Detailed status
reports regarding quality assessment of effluents from all
industrial area may be provided. Similarly, information on
CETP performance report and timeline for establishment new
CETP may also be furnished.
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DO, COD, TC, FC, TSS, TS, TDS, Chloride, Floride, Phsophate

fe a2

1. 39 ¥ 2022-23 W fafyer <erel zen ), e, aienfie oRER | B
2577 (TN UG g werae AR, drerd, qfy o 1780, ahenfid
AR 159, AT 197, TAM: 75, oMY 28 TH o fafeer
338) T WUE A} fwamer @ drf Frenfed fhar w2

2 ANeife g @ w9 A Ak @1 i IR gd feifd
qE B e qRREa ax @ Sheg A Sa # aferd SR
GRERCIGEC RS

Wﬁnﬁﬂmﬁaﬂs‘mﬁaﬁaﬁﬁwmmfﬁ%ﬂﬁwﬁaaﬁﬁsﬁvﬁ
ﬁmmsﬂaﬁwwaﬁﬁzﬁwmaﬁmﬁmzﬁrmﬁI%l
ot Ryen # T @GR AR B T A GUET Tl A 96
ERT R T & T g o @) it o @ ol ® | g & e
g5/ T 2R el HeloTd / BRe afed @ SuaR 8g AR faerd v
e T, fER SRR g1 A T aRae & agd g, /A
Joad 9 WG @7 o & 2| i Rren & g 226 wHUAS! T 17
W.w.amﬁw.aﬁwﬁﬂfwmmﬁﬁ%l(/

A B W G SEE FERHE AR d oA P H F BISIR I
qRAer PG 7ME @ o@a Tl T ¥ $HPT §&I RU W Td
WWW%WM&HMQWE&#WW/W
e @ [ STER R PR fFar S g |

B. Hazardous waste disposal (status from all industries/Industrial
estates/thermal power plants/dairy/leather units etc. In
Darbhanga district. :
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