BEFORE THE HON’BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
(SOUTHERN ZONE BENCH, CHENNAI)

ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO. 227 OF 2024(SZ)

In the matter of:

Tribunal on its own motion SUC MOTU based on the news item published in
The Hindu, Chennai edition paper dated 30.07.2024, titled “Wayanad
landslides Live updates : 54 killed, over 100 feared missing in Kerala
hill station; relief operations delayed”.

VS-
Ministry of Environment Forest and Climate change and
State of kerala L Respondenti(s)

REPORT FILED BY THE FOREST AND WILDLIFE DEPARTMENT
9TH RESPONDENT

Index
S.No | Particulars Page No.
] Report filed by the Forest and Wildlife Department of L6
Kerala -

Dated at Chennai on this the 27% day of March, 2025.

o A=
M/s. EK. KUMARESAN , |
Standing Counsel for State Government of Kerala - NGT(SZ) Chennai Bench
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'were planted by | Kmla‘f-"%rest Depem fm‘ mdua ,
i%ﬁs It was: to ‘cater to the demands of mdustnes at that'time Anﬁxma‘it‘
-af 76220410+ ai;;Acama ann cuhfarmxs, 2291 cia: iy,
6780.230 Ha Bucalyptus and: 1758.210 Ha --af Watt:e‘ plantations ar
 present in the forests of Kerala. With the .changmg perﬁpecu've of forest
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no plantmg of-exotic species-being carried out in the forests of Kerala
now. The planting of wattle was stopped since 1992, that of Acacia
auriculiformis, Acacia mangium since 2018 & of Eucalyptus since 2@21' 9.
A detailed ":e@é?i‘éstoraﬁmi plan for «r}é"sierting Eucalyptus, Acaeiy-
auriculiformis, Acacia mangium and Wattle plantation-td their natural
state or replanting with indigenous species was drawn up for necessary
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follow through in fmherance of the same. As per Government Order
(MS) No. 29/2021 dated 17.12.2021, Government of Kerala has
approved the Eco-restoration Policy. The Policy covers all of the exotic

monoculture plantations of Eucalyptus, Acacia & Wattle in the foresis
for their phased removal and consequent restoration’ ‘tt natural state or
pian’ted with suitable ar}diggnaus species. It enwsages the eradication of
the exotics and the eco-restoration of these areas over the next two
decades. |

3. Since the adeeptmn of this pﬂlmy, Exotic piamatmns covering-an-
extent of 5585.57 Ha had been treatéd for removal fmm the forests t}fﬂ
Kerala and an extent of 1346.54 Ha have been planwd by 1&&138&9%"" |
species from 2022 onwards. |
4 Fﬂr- remnoval of Ixavasxve: Alien spee:es like Senna Spec;tabﬂm fmm thm |

management pmtacnls have been developed by KFRI to control: ’ehé
current spread of the i mvaswe population and prevent reproducti

to stop: the further s;wad through ﬂﬁwenng and ﬁmﬁmg, Based on these
protocols, Senna Sﬁ__ff‘__.amhs are ‘being removed: from .Waymad,_}
landseape. In North Wayanad Division Senna has been remioved from 77
Ha. The phasing out from the remaining area is under process. In
Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary, 821 Ha of senna-infested area has been
cleared of senna and i n'the remammg 927 Ha of -area; ﬁrad:catt{m of

senna 15 under progress..

5. A total extent of 78.009761 ha of forest land has been diverted for
non-forestry purposes (stage Il clearance) in the last 10 years in the State
of Kerala. Against divetsion of forest lands for non-forest purposes, an
extent of 171.83 ha hax?éaﬁ: been taken up for Compensatory Afforestation
during the past five years.

6. The site-specific activities as per section 6(a) of the Compensatory




Afforestation  Fund  Act, 2016, with - respec
Afforestation. mﬁzim axivanm >-m;l‘ gfm, ations it

plans cover evaauﬁimn to saf& lncatlons withm the laradscwe before.
elaborate safety mechanisms could be brought to place. | IR
9 The forest sta ?h&\"ﬁ bee::; tramed in. éisastar respans“ aredtt:

w&ather Ldenttficahen of trxggers and in settmg up mmhmsm for
achieving the desired level of preparedness. With respect to Eorest fire,

elaborate prepamimns as detajiad n ﬁeld-lsvel plans (&t‘]
Blocks to Stations and Ranges) are in place. At the Division and Circle
level, preparedness as detailed in the National Action Plan on Forest

ing from

Fires:is at work, ant;e again identifying the vulnerable areas azld charting
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ways to address the vulnerabilities in the best possible way. Control
rooms have been established and a mechanism to ensure smooth flow of
information and quick response and feedback system are already

operational in the case of addressing the issue of forest fires.

10. Government had taken a considered position to stop further
encroachments into the forests by regularizing those occupations prior to
01.01.1977 and to evict post 01.01.1977 encroachments. With regard to
encroachments verified to be post (1.01.1977, massive efforts were
taken to evict thie encroachers. Out of the initislly identified
encroathments extending over 11920 Ha, evictions have been effected
on 6945 Ha, and the present extent tnder encroachments is 4975.5239
Ha. Of the above, the number of encroachments specific to Wayanad
District is 2778, over an area of 936.224 Ha. These encroachments are
~ pending eviction $mc& they are in various stages of litigation. Already
1976 encroachments corresponding-to area. 373:4491 Ha of forest land
have been evicted-ii'Wayanad district since 01.01.1977. Considering the
efforts above mentioned, it cannot be conjectured that no action was
taken by the Departr

‘1. ‘Wayanad landslide area located in Punchirimattam forest area in
Meppady Range of the South Wayanad forest division is part of Vested
Forest Committee item no.22. One’ encroachment - Of 0.43 Ha was
Edér_ﬁiﬁed in' Punchirimattam Vested Forest area ‘in VFC item no.22,
Ke'suWey No.260; The said encroachment was fully washed away.
Another encroachment of 0.12 ha in VFC item no.22, Resurvey no.309
downstream was also fully washed away.

12. The State 6
Monitoring Committees under the Chairmanship of the Chief Secretaries

ent in removing the encroachments from forest

vernments were directed to constitute State Level

to meet biannually to take stock of the situation. The same was formed




vide order no. G.O. 69!2002/13&9;{1 ‘E) dateci 08 11.2002 (R4 'The
Commitiee was to monitot: the ' ne |
am:l to facilitate prevannm nf ¢

Supﬁnntendmts of Polwe and Dmsmnal Forést‘ ‘
were ordﬁered to'meet every quarter and take steps t@;'

(2022~24) thxs 13 ﬁmher redf"’ dto -as on: 31:03,2024 |
encrts;achmentﬁ apart frem the pest 01. ﬁl 1977 cases are remavcd'
sumamiy by tha F@rest Department m accmrdance with the: provmmns
of Kﬁrala Fomﬁct, 196 I and m co-ordmatmn w:th Revenue and Paltce

undertaken boundary demarcatwn and consoh | cons

permanent cairns and kayyalas and has mmafed the pr&cess of
- digitization of forest bcundanes in collaboration W1th the Revenue
Department. With regard to boundary consolidation covenng a stretch of
16,846 Km, of which 5291.26 Km is of natural boundaries (not reqmmng
demarcation), the length of boundary requmng demarcation is 11,554.74
Km, Of the above, 10,694.74 Km of boundary demarcation is completed
till date. The demarcation by construction of permanent cairns in the
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remaining 860 Km of boundary is in progress and is be
closely. It is proposed to complete the process of boundafy demarcation
in a year's time thereby bringing clarity on the forest boundaries of the

—State thus reducing the chances of further encroachments. With regard to————
digitiz::ition of forest boundaries in collaboration with the Revenue
Department, already 92 villages have been mapped in the Ist and 2nd
_phases of the programme and is in progress.

15. It also may be noted that the Wayanad Iandscape is fragxle and the
landslide is a result of multiple factors such as the terrain; the preparatory
circumstances (previous instances as. soil’ piping) anid the trigger which

“was the high rainfill recorded in the precedirig-couple of days. It cannot
thetefore be surmised-that the landslide is a result of the encroachmients
thatare identified within the area. g N

Thus, it is requested that the above report may kmdly be acc:ﬁpted
Dated this the Mam%x 2025 ¢ -

g monitored
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