Item No.5:
BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
SOUTHERN ZONE, CHENNAI
Original Application No.175 of 2020 (SZ)
(Through Video Conference)

IN THE MATTER OF:
Venkatapathi Raja Yenumula,
East Godavari District,
Andhra Pradesh.

...Applicant(s)

Versus
Union of India and Ors.
...Respondent(s)
Date of hearing: 08.09.2020.
CORAM:
HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE K. RAMAKRISHNAN, JUDICIAL MEMBER
HON’BLE MR. SAIBAL DASGUPTA, EXPERT MEMBER

For Applicant(s):

M/s. Sravan Kumar.

For Respondent(s):

M/s. Madhuri Donti Reddy for R5,
R7 to R9, R11 to R13.
ORDER

1. The grievance in this application is regarding the pollution
namely air, sound, soil and water caused on account of the
activities of the 3rd & 4th respondents units in the State of
Andhra Pradesh along the Krishna-Godavari Basin located in

East Godavari and West Godavari District of Andhra Pradesh.
2. According to the applicant, there used to be normal phenomena
of oil leakage being caused in the pipe lines established by these
units causing damage to the agricultural land and also affecting
the water bodies.
3. The units are not following the pollution control mechanism
which is intended to prevent such activities and there is no
proper maintenance of the pipe lines that is being carried out by
them which caused in frequent oil / gas leakage resulting in
such incidents causing death of the people.
4. Certain such incidents were pointed out by the applicant in the
application. The District Collector, East Godavari had conducted
the review meeting regarding the frequent gas leakage occured in
the district and certain directions were given to ONGC as well
GAIL authorities to take proper precautionary measures to avoid
such things in future but no action has been taken by them and
inspite of that, similar incidents had occurred on 18.05.2020
and 21.08.2020 respectively.
5. It is also alleged in the application that they are discharging
untreated effluents into the nearby water bodies and seashore
causing water pollution as well as marine pollution affecting the
marine ecology. Instead of discharging the treated effluents into
the deep sea as per the conditions of Environmental Clearance,

they are discharging the same into the seashore and shallow sea
causing pollution to the sea water which affects the marine life
and indirectly affects the livelihood of the local fishermen
community who are doing traditional fishing for their livelihood.
6. Though they are bound to carry out certain activities under the
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR), the same were not being
done by them in an effective manner. They are also not following
the procedure for safe transportation of the gas/oil produced by
them by providing necessary safety measures which also causes
damage to the environment.
7. Though, this was brought to the notice of the authorities and
certain directions have been issued after studying the matter by
the committee constituted by the authorities, the same were not
implemented by the respondents 3 & 4 in their units in this
area.
8. In respect of an earlier incident, the Hon’ble High Court of
Andhra Pradesh had constituted a committee and directed the
MoEF&CC to issue necessary precautionary guidelines to such
industries to avoid recurrence of such incidents in future but
inspite of that nothing has been done.

All illegal activities

carried out by the respondents 3 & 4 are in violation of the
Environment (Protection) Act, Disaster Management Act, Coastal
Regulation Zone Notification, 2011 & 2019 and Biological

Diversity Act, 2002 apart from violating the provisions of the
Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 and Air
(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981.
9. So, the applicant filed this application seeking the following
relief:(i)

Appoint a committee similar to O.A. No.43 & 44 of
2020 (SZ) or O.A. No.66 of 2020 to find the loss
caused to environment by the respondent No.3 & 4
in Krishna Godavari Basin of Andhra Pradesh by
conducting comprehensive survey by taking the
representations

from

the

affected

villagers,

aggrieved persons etc.
(ii)

Directed the respondents No.1, 2 & 5 to take action
on

the

persons

responsible

for

continuous

environmental disaster such as accidents, gas
leakages due to lack of effective monitoring in the
KG Basin region.
(iii)

Direct respondent 1,5, 8, 10, 11, 12 to conduct
cumulative study on damage caused to ecology,
agriculture lands, Bay of Bengal, ground water,
water bodies etc due to the activities of ONGC and
GAIL in East Godavari and West Godavari districts
of Andhra Pradesh.

(iv)

Impose exemplary fine on respondents No.3 & 4 for
the

continuous

irreparable

damage

caused

to

environment, sea, loss of health to the people,
fertility of agriculture land, biodiversity etc. in East
Godavari and West Godavari districts.
(v)

Direct respondent No.4 to pay compensation to the
people/victims who were denied justice in Nagaram
fire tragedy and implement the assurances made at

the time of massive fire accident due to GAIL gas
pipeline leakage.
(vi)

Direct respondent No.3, 4, 8 & 9 to record all the
incidents of gas leakages/environmental disasters
and register an FIR immediately in future.

(vii)

Direct Respondent No.3, 4 & 8 to provide fire safety
measures to save ecology by setting up of Fire
Stations at all Gas Collection stations and important
places as the large scale oil and gas activities are
taking place in East Godavari and West Godavari
districts of Andhra Pradesh as the Environmental
Clearance issued by Union Environment, Forest and
CC and Consent for Operation orders issued by
Andhra Pradesh Pollution Control Board mandates
the project proponent to provide safety measures in
the plant and the place of operation.

(viii)

Direct the respondent No.1 to 5 implement the
Corporate Social Responsibility funds transparently
and complete all the pending works initiated under
CSR

programs

accordance

by

respondent

with

Office

No.3-11013/25/2014-IA.I,

dated

No.3

&

4

in

Memorandum
11.08.2014

of

MoEF.
(ix)

Punish the responsible negligent persons who have
caused death of 23 persons and injury 17 persons,
damaging the houses, agriculture, horticulture etc.
and illegal beach sand mining by the contractors of
ONGC for the construction of Odarevu Gas Collection
Station for the past 5 years.

(x)

Direct the respondent No.2 to 5 to take appropriate
measures to control erosion, rising of sea in East
Godavari district of Andhra Pradesh due to the
activities of ONGC and GAIL in Krishna Godavari

Basin.
(xi)

Pass any such order, as this Hon’ble Tribunal may
deem fit and proper in the facts and circumstances
of the case.”

10.

On going through the allegations made in the application,

we are satisfied that there arises a substantial question of
environment which requires the interference of this Tribunal for
resolving the issue. So, the matter is admitted.
11.

When the matter came for hearing today through Video

Conference, Sri. Sravan Kumar entered appearance for the
applicant. Smt. Madhuri Donti Reddy represented respondents
5, 7 to 9, 11 to 13.
12.

We are of the opinion that 10th respondent is unnecessary

party to this proceeding, so the 10th respondent is deleted from
the party array and respondents 11 to 13 as mentioned in the
application are re-arrayed as respondents 10 to 12 respectively.
13.

Issue notice to the respondents 1 to 4, 6 by registered post,

e-mail and Dusthi if possible.
14.

The applicant is directed to serve the copy of the

application

to

the

standing

counsel

appearing

for

the

respondents 5, 7 to 12 within a week.
15.

The applicant is also directed to produce necessary

requisite before this Tribunal within a week along with necessary

postal cover and postal stamps so as to enable this Tribunal to
send notice to the respondents through this Tribunal as well.
16.

In order to ascertain the impact of the activities of the

respondents 3 & 4 in the area in question namely Krishna
Godavari River bed in East Godavari and West Godavari District,
we feel it appropriate to appoint a Joint Committee comprising of
1) a Senior Officer from Regional Office, Ministry of Environment
& Climate Change (MoEF&CC), Chennai, 2) a Senior Officer from
Regional

Office,

Central

Pollution

Control

Board

(CPCB),

Chennai, 3) a Senior Officer as deputed by the Chairman of the
Andhra Pradesh Pollution Control Board (APPCB), 4) the District
Collector, East Godavari and West Godavari Districts or a Senior
Officer not below the rank of Assistant Collector/Sub Divisional
Magistrate designated by the respective District Collectors and 5)
an Expert on Petroleum Engineering from Andhra University
College of Engineering, Visakhapatnam to inspect the area in
question and submit a factual as well as action taken report, if
there is any violation found.
17.

The committee is at liberty to co-opt any other expert to

assist them in preparing the report in the field of Petroleum
Engineering in respect of the safety measures to be taken to
avoid such things in future.
18.

The committee is directed to go into the question as to

whether there was any air, water, sound and soil pollution
caused on account of the activities to the respondents 3 & 4 in
these areas, whether they have committed any violation of
Environment Clearance and CRZ Clearance granted and if so
what is the impact of those on environment and the nature of
damage caused to the environment and assess environmental
compensation accordingly.
19.

The committee is also directed to ascertain as to whether

the pollution control mechanism provided by the respondents 3
& 4 are adequate to meet the situation and if not, what are the
upgradation and improvement required to minimize or avoid
such incidents in future and also to prevent causing of pollution
to the people in the locality. They are also directed to conduct
Ambient Air Quality test, Ground water quality and quality of
water test in water bodies and sea and if there is any
contamination caused, the nature of remediation to be taken to
restore the same to its original position.
20.

The committee is also directed to ascertain as to whether

there was any damage caused to the resident of the locality on
account of any of the violation committed by the units of
respondents 3 & 4 and that may also be taken into consideration
while assessing the environmental compensation to be recovered
from them.

21.

The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB), Regional

Office, Chennai will be the nodal agency for co-ordination and for
providing necessary logistics for that purpose.
22.

The applicant is directed to submit the set of papers to the

members of the committee within a week.
23.

The committee is directed to submit the report to this

Tribunal by e-filing on or before 17.11.2020.
24.

The Registry is directed to communicate this order to the

members of the committee through e-mail immediately so as to
enable them to comply with the direction.
25.

For appearance of parties, submission of responses and

also for consideration of report, post on 17.11.2020.

....................................J.M.
(Justice K. Ramakrishnan)

.................................E.M.
(Shri. Saibal Dasgupta)

O.A. No.175/2020,
08th September, 2020. Mn.

