
ACTION TAKEN REPORT OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE 

CONSTITUTED UNDER THE DIRECTION OF HON’BLE NGT IN 

THE OA NO.236/2022 

Hon’ble National Green Tribunal , Principal Bench , New Delhi has constituted a Joint 

Committee in O.A. Number 236/2022 vide its order dated  30.03.2022 to ascertain the 

facts relating to violations of the environmental norms in transportation of coal from 

Kulda Coal Mine in Odisha to Tamnar in Chhattisgarh. In this regard, a field inspection 

was conducted by Joint Committee comprising the members as under on 27.05.2022 in 

and around the alleged site androad used for transportation, to verify the facts of the 

matter of media report regarding allegation of violation of environment norms 

(particularly the EC conditions) for operations of Kulda Coal Mine, Odisha &Tamnar 

Thermal Plant, Chhattisgarh.  

1. Dr. R. P. Mishra, Scientist D, Central Pollution Control Board, Bhopal 

2. Mr. TouficAslam, Scientist ‘B’, Central Pollution Control Board, Kolkata  

3. Dr. S. K. Verma, Regional Officer, Chhattisgarh State Pollution Control 

Board,Raigarh 

4. Er. H.K. Nayak, Regional Officer, SPCB, Odisha, Jharsuguda 

5. Shri M. R. Prasad, Scientist-C, MoEF&CC, IRO, Bhubaneswar 

6. Smt Victoria Ekka, Tahsildar, Hemgir, Sundargarh 

The Joint Committee Report was submitted to the Hon’ble NGT , Principal Bench which 

was accepted by Hon’ble NGT and further direction in the matter was issued vide order 

dated 15.07.2022 to conduct meeting of Chief Secretaries of Chhattisgarh and Odisha to 

formulate an action plan in the matter. In compliance of Hon’ble NGT direction meeting 

was held on 16.08.2022 at 4.00 pm under the Chairmanship of Chief Secretary, Odisha. 

The meeting was attended by Chief Secretary, Chhattisgarh, Addl. Chief Secretary, 

Forest, Environment & Climate Change, Govt. of Odisha, Dy. Director General of Forest 

(Central), Integrated Regional Office MoEF&CC, Bhubaneswar, Member Secretary, 

CPCB, Member Secretary, SPCB, Odisha, Collector Sundargarh, District Magistrate 



Raigarh,Jangjir-Champa, CMD of M/s MCL and representatives of different project 

proponent along with the members of joint committee. 

The Salient points of the discussionis as under-  

 The Chief Secretary, Odisha, emphasized that the road in issue needs to be 

properly completed at the earliest in accordance with the Hon'ble NGT's order. 

 The Chief Secretary of Odisha asked the District Magistrate of Sundargarh tofind 

an alternate road so that without any hindrance the road can be completed at the 

earliest.The District Magistrate, Sundargarh said that he has already identified an 

alternative road but that needs construction and maintenance.The CMD of MCL 

assured to take the required actions to make the alternate roadmotorable 

(approximately 15 kilometers) at the earliest. 

 The Chief Secretaries of Odisha and Chhattisgarh agreed on the formation of a 

Joint monitoring committees for both statespresided by the ConcernedDistrict 

Magistrate with representatives from the SPCB, MCL, and other user agencies.  

 The Chief Secretary, Odisha, insisted upon transportation of coal through 

conveyer belts and rail.According to the MCL representative, transporting coal by 

rail is more expensive, hence most project proponents choose the road in the e-

auction. 

 The Member Secretary CPCB, said as the villagers may have suffered from 

ailments as a result of the pollution from the transportation of coal, the project's 

proponents are liable to pay the costs associated with study and mitigation 

measures.  

 The Chief Secretary, Chhattisgarh insisted upon sharing of responsibility of the 

construction of the road to the project proponents as it is a part of the order of the 

Hon’ble NGT and the project proponents agreed to share the cost of the 

construction of the roads. 

 The Chief Secretary, Odisha directed the concerned officials and Project 

Proponents to comply with the decisions taken in the meeting as per the order of 

Hon'ble NGT. 

The Minutes of the meeting is annexed herewith as Annexure A/1. 
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