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BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL PRINCIPAL BENCH,
NEW DELHI

ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO. 929 OF 2024
IN THE MATTER OF:
TRIBUNAL ON ITS OWN MOTION

VERSUS
STATE OF U.P. & ORS.
..... RESPONDENTS

AFFIDAVIT OF DISTRICT MAGISTRATE MEERUT, IN
COMPLIANCE OF THE ORDER DATED 05.03.2025 PASSED BY THIS
HON'BLE TRIBUNAL

The Respondent No. 2 herein states as under:

MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH:

I, Dr. Vijay Kumar Singh, aged about 54 years, S/o Sri Parmanand Singh
préscnlly posted as District: Magistrate — Meerut, the deponent, do herehy

solemnly state and affirm as under:-

|. That the deponent hercin is "the authorized officer of answering

‘ ’

Reépondcm No. 2 and is duly competent to file the present affidavit. That
the Deponent is well conversant with the facts and the circumstance of

the instant case and 1s competent to swear this affidavit.
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I'hat the Deponent has read and understood the contents of the present
affidavit. The averments made in the Original Application. which are not
specifically admitted hereunder must be considered to have been denied

by the Deponent.

Ihat the contents of the present reply affidavit have been drafted by my
counsel on my instructions and the contents of the same are true to my -

knowledge and nothing material has been concealed therefrom.

That the Deponent is posted as District Magistrate- Meerut, since

18.01.2025 and is swearing this affidavit in his official capacity.

That this Hon’ble Tribunal vide its order dated 05.03.2025 was pleased to

-

issue the following directions: -

“wen2. In view of the substantial environmental questions
it ks present case, we consider it necessary to Im;-c
response of (1) State ofUttar Pradesh through Secretary,
Environment, Government of U.P. (2)District Magistrate, Meerut,
(3) U.B State Wetland, Authority, (4) DistrictWetland Authority,
Meerut, (5) Divisional Forest Officer, Meerut and, (6) Uttar
Pradesh Poliution Control Board who are: impleaded as

respondents no. 1 to 6.

’

3. The Registry is directed to prepare and attach memo of parties

to the application and issue notices to respondents no. 1 to 6
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requiring them to file their replies/responses hy way of affidavits

regarding action taken for compliance of directions issued by
» Hon'ble Supreme Court and this Tribunal with respect 10

restoration/rejuvenation of pond and removal of encroachments

at least one week before the date of hebrlng Jixed.

4. List on 06.05.2025 Jor further consideration......”’

A copy ol the order dated 05.03.2025 passed by this Hon’ble Tribunal is

annexed herewith and marked as Annexure R-1.

That the present response is being filed in respectful compliance of the -
order dated 05.03.2025 passed by this Hon’ble Tribunal, in this present

Original Application.

. That this Hon’ble Tribunal vide-its order dated 04.09.2024, formed a Joint
Committee and directed it to submit a report within a period of 2 months
giving details of ponds in District Meerut; including all specifications

relating to.are, ownership, status of encroachment ete.

. That in compliance with the directions issued by this Hon’ble Tribunal
vide order dated 04.09.2024, a detailed rcpori was submitted by the Joint
Committee (through the Deponent) on 11.11.2024. It was therein

disclosed that District Mecrut comprises a total of 3,528 ponds, of which
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9. That itwas stated that but of the tlotal ponds, 2,949 arc free from
encroachments; however, 61 ponds have been encroached upon by the
erection of temporary structures and 570 ponds by the construction of
permanent structures. It is also mentioned that in respect of 80 such
encroachments, proceedings under Section 67 of the U.P. Revenue Code
are prcs:ently pending. and in two cases, proceedings are underway under
the * provisions of the Public Premises (Eviction of Unauthorized

Occupants) Act. 1971

10.That a recent meeting of the District Wetlands Committee was convened
on '23_04.:_’025 under the chairmanship of the deponent. wherein the
l)ivis'ional Director of Social Forestry. Meerut Division, conveyed that, in
connpli;xnce with the order dated 05.04.2025. passed by the Hon'ble
Tribunal in the preseiit Original Application. as well as in accordance
with the guidelines set forth by the Hon'ble Supreme Coun specific
: dlm,tlons have been nsucd concerning the restoration of ponds and
removal of encroachments in the District Meerut. A copy of the minutes of

the meeting is annexed herewith and marked as Annexure R-2.

“11.That additionally. the Divisional Directorstated that the restoration efforts

I'nr' these ponds are actively being undertaken through various
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Yojana, Atal Bhujal Yojana, MGNREGA, Groundwater Fund, Gram

Nidhi, and other such programs.

12.That the Tehsildar of Mawana has informed that, out of the cases
concerning permanent encroachments as referenced in the earlier report,
illegal encroachments have been removed from five ponds. Additionally,
the Tehsildar of Sardhana has reported that in twelve such cases involving
permanent encroachments, the illegal encroachers have been vacated. A
copy of the report dated 28.04.2025, submitted by Tehsildar Mawana,
report submitted by Tehsildar Sardhana 26.04.2025 is collectively being

annexed herewith and marked as Annexure R-3 (Colly).

13.That the Tehsildar of Mawana has further informed that, in four cases
instituted under Section 67 of the Uttar Pradesh Revenue Code, orders for
eviction have been duly passed on 25.03.2025, A copy of eviction order

passed on 25.03.2025 is annexed herewith and marked as Annexure R-4.

14.That similarly a report has also been submitted by Tehsildar Sadar
Meerut, wherein he has informedthat a total of 34 cases are currently
under consideration under Section 67 in Techsil Sadar, Meerut.
(o)‘ edings for eviction have been undertaken in respect of 0.1386

\
‘!‘of land. Further, 50 instances of temporary encroachments have

) | g
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beeh obscrved on site, consisting primarily of makeshift structures such
as huts and debris accumulatians, of which 06 encroachments have been
successfully removed. 'Additionally, 248 permanent encroachments have

been recorded. A copy of the report dated 28,04.2025 is annexed herewith

and markcd as Annexure R-5.

15.That the deponent most respectfully submits before this Hon'bleTribunal
lhal all carmest measures arc being undeﬂaken within the District Meerut, to
ensure that the ponds are not encroached and are restored to their ongmal

nature as perstheir revenue records.

16.That the present respons¢ may be taken,on record by this Hon'ble

Tribunal, in the interest of justice.

" VERIFICATION :

o
Verified at.... [Visttude ... on /S ...... A = that the contents of the paras 1
to  ofthis affidavit are true and correct to the best of my knowledge. No part .

of it is false and nothing material has been concealed thercfrom.'




197 Annex uree £-

» Item No.0O& Court No. 2

BEFORE NATIONAL CREEN TRIBUNAL .
PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI

Original Application No. 929/2024

Tribunal on 112 own motion Applicant
Versus

State of UP. & Ors. Respondent

Date of hearing: 05.03.2025 : *

CORAM; HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE ARUN KUMAR TYAGI, JUDICIAL MEMBER
HOK’BLE DR. AFROZ AHMAD, EXPERT MEMBER

-
Applicant: None for the applicant.
Respondents: Mr. Ankit Verma, Adwocate for State of U.P-respondent no.1.

Mr. B P Singh, Mr. Nakul Nirwan and Mr. Ashish Gupta,
Advocates for UPPCB-respondent no.5.

ORDER
1. Report dated 04 03,2025 hae been filed by the District Magistrate,

Meerut vide email dated 04.03.2025.

2 In v&cﬁ of the substantial environmental guestions involved in the
present case, we consider it necessary to have response of (1) State of
Uttar Pradesh through Secretary, Environment, Government of U.P,, [2}
District Magistrate, Meerut, {3) U.P. State Wetland Authority, {4) Distnct
wetland Authority, Meerut, (5) Divisional Forest Officer, Meerut and, (6)
Uttar Pradesh Pollution Control Board who are impleaded as respondents

no 16
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*
4. The Registry is directed to prepare arxl attach memo of parties to

the application and issuc notices to respondents no. 1 to 6 requiring
them to file their .replics/responsc:; by way of affidavits regarding action
tuken for compliance of directions issued by Hon'ble Supreme Court and
this Tribunal with respect to restoration/rejuvenation of pond and

removal of encroachments at least one week before the date of hearing

fixed.
‘

4 List on 06.05.2025 for turther consideration.

Arun Kumar Tyag:, JM

! Dr. Afrez Ahmad, EM
March 051, 2025
Original Application No. 929/2024
AB
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- . Fraterd SufoTanfera axeT
TUATE 3348 R X/ Tx10EI0TH0 / 202425 fersten 24 )o‘-«\b{g‘

syefora®a™ (W)
irsd|

( TR,

gyt @iy R Re (fEE-srga) @ Ui 1072/ M-8
wsioaeoRRo /2024 TIE 23122024 T W TEY BN BT DR B, [ g
mo sty wRa w4 Rl ¥ Fifm scdo Wo 929./2024 tribunal on
te own motion state of up @ 3 7 fna AR Rl 26112024 @ faA )
frder —
Pursuant 1o order dated 04.09.2024, a report vide letter dated 11.11.2024 has been
sent by District Magistrate, Meerut which contains details of 3528 ponds out of which
3144 are in rural areas and 384 are in urban areas. Number of ponds, encroachment
free. are 2949 while 61 ponds are encroached by raising temparary structures and 570
ponds by raising permanent structures. It is also said that in respect of 80 such
encroachment matters, proceedings under Secbon €7 of UP Revenue Courl are
pending while in two matters proceedings under Public Premises (Eviction of
Unauthorized Occupants) Act, 1971 are pending but what about in remaining matters.
nothing has been in the said report It is also silent as to what action has to be taken by
District Magistrate for removat of encroachment in cases where no matter is sub-judice
velore any judicial or quasi-judicial forum.
Let the reply be filed by District Magistrate placing on record the attempts and efforts
made for removal of encroachment from the ponds which are admittecly encroached
<o as to comply with the direction of Supreme Court as contained in Hinch Lal Tiwari
versus Kamia Devi & Ors. {2001) 6 SCC 496. The said reply shall be filed within two
months We hope and trust that within this period effective action shall be taken by
District Magistrate for removal of encroachment and making as much ponds as
possible. encroachment free, and action taken report shall be filed as directed above
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