
PUNJAB 

Punjab Pollution Control Board 
Regional Office-III 

Savitri Complex-1, (Dada Motors), Third Floor, Dholewal Chowk, G.T. Road, Ludhiana 

Ppcbro3@yahoo.com 
No: R.0/LDH-III/ .t.k.. Through Email Date...J3:23 
To 

The Registrar, 
National Green Tribunal, 
New Delhi. 

Sub: Original Application No. 861/2022 titled as Kuldeep Singh Khaira &Ors 
versus State of Punjab Respondent. 

Ref: Hon'ble NGT, New Delhi Order's dated 25.11.2022. 

In reference to the above, it is intimated that the Honble NGT vide its order 

dated 25.11.2022 in OA. no. 861 of 2022 in the matter of Kuldeep Singh Khaira Vs. State of 

Punjab has directed as under: 

"In our vieW, a substantial question of environment arising out of the 

implementation of enactments specified in Schedule I under NGT Act, 

2010 has arisen but before taking further action, we find it 

appropriate to obtain a factual report for which a Joint Committee 

comprising Irrigation Department, Punjab Pollution Control Board, 

District Magistrate, Ludhiana and Executive Engineer, Canal Officer, 

Sidhwan Canal Division, Sirhind Canal Complex, Urban Estate, Dugri, 

Ludhiana is constituted who shall submit a factual report within two 

months by e-mail at /udicialngt@gov.in preferably in the form 

searchable PDF/OCR Support PDF and not in the form of Image PDE 

State PCB will be the nodal agency for coordination and compliance. 

The report shall highlight factual status on waste lying along the 

banks of canal in question, extent of encroachments and areas 

demarcated on both sides of the canal as no activity zone and the 

action taken by the authorities concerned if any." 

In compliance of order dated 25.11.2022, the report of Joint Committee is 

submitted for consideration and appropriate orders of the Hon'ble Nation Green Tribunal, 

please 
DA/Report of Joint Committee. 

Environmental Ehgirneer 
Punjab Pollution Control Board, 

Regional Office-3, Ludhiana 
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Report of Joint Committee 

Compliance of order dated 25.11.2022 passed by the Hon'ble 
National Green Tribunal in Original Application no. 861 of 2022 
in the matter of "Kuldeep Singh Khaira and Ors Vs State of 
Punjab & Ors." 

1.0 Brief Background 

Sh. Kuldeep Singh Khaira has filed letter petition before the Hon'ble 

National Green Tribunal with grievance regarding pollution of Sidhwan Canal due to 

dumping of plastic bags, polyester cloths waste and other non-biodegradable 

material etc. The applicant has also raised the grievance regarding encroachment of 

Sidhwan Canal. 

2.0 Order passed by the Hon'ble National Green Tribunal 

In view of the grievances made, the letter petition was treated as 

Original Application no. 861 of 2022 titled as Kuldeep Singh Khaira & Ors Vs State of 

Punjab & Ors and the Hon'ble National Green Tribunal considered it appropriate to 

have a factual report in the matter from a Joint Committee comprising Irrigation 

Department, Punjab Pollution Control Board, District Magistrate, Ludhiana and 

Executive Engineer, Canal Officer, Sidhwan Canal Division, Ludhiana. The State PCB 

was declared to be the Nodal Agency for coordination and compliance and a report 

from the Joint Committee was sought by the Hon'ble National Green Tribunal within 

two months via email. The relevant extract of the order dated 25.11.2022 passed in 

O.A No. 861 of 2022 is reproduced herein below: 

"In our view, a substantial question of environment arising out of 

the implementation of enactments specified in Schedule I under 

NGT Act, 2010 has arisen but before taking further action, we find 

it appropriate to obtain a factual report for which a Joint Committee 

comprising Irrigation Department, Punjab Polution Control Board, 

District Magistrate, Ludhiana and Executive Engineer, Canal Officer, 

Sidhwan Canal Division, Sirhind Canal Complex, Urban Estate, 

Dugri, Ludhiana is constituted who shall submit a factual report 

within two months by e-mail at judicialngt@gov.in preferably in the 

form searchable PDF/OCR Support PDF and not in the form of 

Image PD. State PCB will be the nodal agency for coordination 

and compliance. The report shall highlight factual status on waste 

lying along the banks of canal in question, extent of encroach ments 

and areas demarcated on both sides of the canal as no activity 

zone and the action taken by the authorities concerned if any." 
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3.0 Action taken by the Joint Committee: 

3.1 Interaction and Discussion: 

In compliance of the order dated 25.11.2022 passed by the Hon'ble 
National Green Tribunal, the meeting of joint committee with all the stakeholders was 

held on 02.01.2023 in the meeting hall of Municipal Corporation Office, Zone-D, 
Sarabha Nagar, Ludhiana to deliberate the matter. The following members were 

present in the meeting: 

a) Sh. Aaditya Dachalwal IAS, Additional Commissioner, Municipal Corporation, 

Ludhiana 

b) Sh. Amarjeet Singh Bains PCS, Additional Deputy Commissioner, Khanna 

)Sh. Sandeep Singh Mangat, Executive Engineer, Department of Water 
Resources, Sidhwan Canal Division, Ludhiana 

d) Sh. Sandeep Kumar, Environmental Engineer, Punjab Pollution Control Board, 

Ludhiana 

The officer of the Department of Water Resources, Sidhwan Canal 

Division has informed that Sidhwan Branch Canal offtakes at RD 194444/R of Sirhind 

Canal. Its current design discharge capacity is 1751.44 cusec which meet irigation 

requirements of the farmers of District Ludhiana, Moga and Ferozpur. It has a total 

length of 88.03 km. 

The officer of Department of Water Resources, Sidhwan Canal Division, 

further stated that Sidhwan Branch passes through densely populated area of 

Ludhiana district. It has about 37816ft. (11.5km) length which fall under the city 

limits of Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana from RD 50180 (Lohara Bridge) to RD 

88000 (Barewal Bridge).A road has been constructed by PWD (B&R) and NHAI on left 

developed in the vacant area/being bank of Sidhwan Canal and Green Belt 

developed by Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana on its Right bank. 

3.2 Joint Visit by the Committee 

The Committee members jointly visited the Sidhwan Branch Canal on 

18.01.2023 and observed that primary pollutant in the sidwan canal was worship 

material, beddings, clothes, plastic bags and other items which are thrown into canal 

by public. Also one Secondary solid waste collection point of Municipal corporation 

Ludhiana on right side of downstream of Gill Bridge at RD 59075, it was informed by 

Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana that this is only secondary collection point, from 
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where garbage is lifted on daily basis and sent to dumpsite in Jamalpur and no 

garbage is thrown into canal. 

During visit, work regarding removal of Solid waste from Sidhwan Canal internal was 

found under process at site. The officers of Department of Water Resources, Sidhwan 
Canal Division and Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana informed that work of cleaning 
was started from 04/01/2023 during canal closure. Joint committee again visited thee 

site on 20/01/2023 and found that work of cleaning was going on and more than 

60% work has been completed at the site. The photographs of the site are attached 

herewith as Annexure-R1. The officers of Ludhiana Canal and Ground Water 

Division informed that earlier the scheduled closure of Sidhwan Canal was 

determined from 01/01/2023 to 21/01/2023. Now, due to rainfall and no compeling 

demand of water for iigation, the cleaning work of Sidhwan Canal is being carried 

out as per the closure of canal. 

4.0 Proposal for shifting of secondary solid waste collection point 

The officers of Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana informed that there is a 

proposal for shifting of above secondary slid waste collection point to the vacant 

land of Punjab Mandi Board. The Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana vide its letter no. 

7820/MoM/B dated 30.01.2023 has informed that the matter in this regard has been 

taken up with Punjab Mandi Board. The copy of the Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana 

letter is attached as Annexure-R2. 

5.0 Problem of garbage and solution 

The officer of Department of Water Resources, Sidhwan Canal Division 

Ludhiana informed that as Sidhwan Branch passes through the middle of Ludhiana 

City, public throws garbage into the canal which accumulates at the bed of Sidhwan 

Branch. 

Solutions 

a)Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana will shift secondary solid waste collection 

point in near future. 

b) Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana is currently removing garbage from bed of 

Sidhwan Canal with the assistance of Department of Water Resources, 

Sidhwan Canal Division. 

c)In addition to this, chain fencing is being installed along the banks of canal by 

Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana in order to prevent public from throwing 

garbage. The photographs of chain fencing are attached herewith as 

Annexure-R3. 
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d) Information boards are being installed by Department of Water Resources, 
Sidhwan Canal Division at bridge locations mentioning about punishment/fine 
which will be imposed if anyone found guilty of throwing garbage into the 
canal. 

6.0 Action taken against the defaulters 

Recently, 3 people were caught on spot throwing garbage into the 

canal against whom three FIR's have been registered under section 70 of Northern 
canal and Drainage Act no. 8 of 1873. The copies of the FIR's are attached as 

Annexure-R4. Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana has imposed fine on 58 violators as 

per Solid Waste Management Rules, 2016. 

7.0 Observations of the Joint Committee 

a) No Municipal Solid waste was found lying on the banks of Sidhwan Branch 

within the Ludhiana City, except a secondary solid waste collection point on 

downstream of Gill Bridge near to the right bank of Sidhwan Branch at RD 

59075, however this waste goes to the dumpsite in Jamalpur. Further 

Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana informed that there is a proposal for shifting 

of above secondary solid waste collection point to the vacant land of Punjab 

Mandi Board. The Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana vide its letter no. 

7820/MoM/B dated 30.01.2023 has informed that the matter in this regard has 

been taken up with Punjab Mandi Board. A Green Belt will be developed in this 

stretch of Sidhwan Branch. 

b) No encroachment was observed by any private entity on the banks of Sidhwan 

Branch in city limits. As, aroad has been constructed by PWD (B8R) and NHAT 

on left bank of Sidhwan Canal and Green Belt is developed/being developed by 

Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana on its Right bank. 

c) Further, regarding no activity zone it is submitted that according to sub section 

11 of section 70 of Northern Canal & Drainage Act (no 8 of 1873)tress passing 

is an offence and the contents of the section are reproduced below 

"Whoever, without proper authority and voluntarily, does any of 

the acts following, that is to say 

(11) passes, or causes animals or vehicles to pass, on or across 

any of the work's banks or channels of a canal or drainage work 

Contrary to rules made under this Act after he has been desired 

to desist there from" 

Shall be liable on conviction before a Magistrate of such class as the 

(State) Government directs in this behalf, to a fine not exceeding (one hundred) 

rupees, or to imprisonment not exceeding one month, or to both. 
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The concerned department has been directed to follow the same and to 

ensure that no approval be granted without taking due permissions from concerned 

departments. 

8.0 Submission of report 

The report is hereby submitted in compliance to order dated 

25.11.2022 of the Hon'ble National Green Tribunal passed a O.A No. 861 of 2022 for 

kind consideration and appropriate orders. 

EXecutive Engineer, 
Ludhiana Canal & Ground Water 

Environmental Engineer, 
Punjab Pollution Control Board 

Regional Office-11I, Ludhiana Division, Ludhiana 

District Magistráte, 
Ludhiana 
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ANNEXURE –R1 

Photographs of Internal Clearance of Sidhwan Branch  
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Annexure-R2 

Translate Punjabi to English 

Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana 

To 

  Deputy Commissioner, 

  Ludhiana 

  No.7820/MOM/B   dated 30.01.2023. 

 

Sub: Regarding shifting of Secondary collection point, Canal Side, Gill 

Road to Dana Mandi Side, Gill Road by installing compactor. 

 

In reference to the above, it is informed that in-compliance to the 

directions issued by the Hon'ble NGT and Solid Waste Management Rules, 2016, for 

providing the clean Environment to the public, Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana has 

installed the compactors at 9 places alongwith 12 MRFs for segregation of the waste 

with the help of Improvement Trust and GLADA after changing the 43 secondary 

municipal solid waste collection point. Apart from it the work regarding installation of 14 

more compactor is under process and suitable land is being identified for installation of 

remaining 8 compactors. 

In continuation to the above efforts, Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana has 

provided the separate-separate arrangement for the collection of dry waste and wet 

waste at secondary collection point located near Sidhwan Canal and also provided with 

small boundary around this point. Further, regarding shifting of this secondary point at 

another place by installing a compactor, a vacant land of Punjab Mandi Board has been 

visited jointly and matter is being taken up in this regard by the Municipal Corporation, 

Ludhiana in writing. As and when the said vacant land will be taken by the Municipal 

Corporation, Ludhiana, then the work regarding shifting of secondary collection point 

located at Sidhwan Canal and near New Subji Mandi to this location will be started and 

this work will be completed on priority. 

 

 

-sd-   

Jont Commissioner, 

Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana 
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ANNEXURE –R3 

Photographs of Installation of chain fencing along the banks of 

Sidhwan Branch  

 

 

 

34



35



 

 

 

36



 

 

37



ANNEXURE - R4 I
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