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REPORT OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE IN COMPLANCE WITH ORDER DATED 

MATTER OF OA NO. 41/2022 (WZ), ABHAY PANDURANG DESAI VS STATE OF 
MAHARASHTRA & ORS.

1.0 Background

Grievance in the Original Application No. 41 of 2022 (WZ), titled Abhay Pandurang 

Desai vs State of Maharashtra & Ors, as per order dated 05/09

NGT is about breach of mine wall on southern side of iron ore mine located on Sr. 

No. 57/1 to 57/4 of Village: Kalane, Taluka: Dodamarg, District: Sindhudurg, 

Maharashtra, which is owned and operated by M/s Minerals and Metals. It is alleged 

that agricultural lands were damaged as a result of breach of mine wall, due to which 

large quantity of water stored in the mine pits along with mine overburden flown into 

the downstream location of agricultural lands and houses at Village: Kalane.

05/09

dated 05/09/2022 is given at Annexure-1) and relevant order is reproduced as 

below: 

8. Since damage caused to the environment due to the activities of the

Respondent is to be assessed, therefore, we deem it just and proper to call a

report on the matter in issue in present application, from a Joint Committee 

consisting of:-

(i) One Representative from the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB);

(ii) One Representative from the Maharashtra State Pollution Control Board 

(MSPCB);

(iii) District Magistrate, Sindhudurg, Maharashtra;

(iv) District Agricultural Officer, Sindhudurg.

8. The Committee shall conduct the joint inspection after informing the parties

and submit a factual and action taken report with regard to assessment of 

damage caused to the environment within two months. The Maharashtra 

State Pollution Control Board (MSPCB) will be the nodal agency for 

coordination and logistic support.
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9. The report in the matter be filed by the Committee by e-mail at 

ngtpune@gov.in preferably in the form of searchable PDF/ OCR Support PDF 

 

 
2.0 Approach 

order, dated 05/09/2022; MPCB 

issued office order vide no. MPCB/JD(WPC)/B-220926FTS0094, dated 26/09/2022 

regarding constitution of joint committee. Accordingly, the joint committee carried-out 

inspection of respondent No.6 mining industry i.e. M/s Minerals and Metals, S. no. 

57/1 to 57/4 of Village: Kalane, Taluka: Dodamarg, District: Sindhudurg, Maharashtra 

on 13/10/2022. The following committee members were present during the 

inspection: 

i.  

ii. Shri J. S. Salunke, Regional Officer, MPCB, Ratnagiri 

iii. Shri Prashant Panvekar, Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Sawantwadi as 

representative of District Collector, Sindhudurg 

iv. Shri D. S. Divekar, District Superintendent Agriculture Officer, Sindhudurg 

 

Shri Amit Late, Field Officer-MPCB, Ratnagiri was present during the joint committee 

inspection. Shri Amit Kaisurkar, Mines Manager of the industry was accompanied the 

joint committee during the inspection and provided background information about the 

industry, environmental management system, alleged issues and area under 

reference. Also, the applicant i.e. Shri Abhay Desai was accompanied the joint 

committee during the inspection and showed the alleged locations under reference.  

 

3.0 Observations and findings  

This report is outcome containing factual aspect of the said joint committee based on 

the preliminary information gathered from MPCB, followed by inspection of the area, 

information submitted the respondent no. 6 through MPCB and subsequent 

discussions of the joint committee. The observations & findings of the joint 

committee are given as below: 
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3.1 About the industry and incident  

M/s Minerals and Metals (hereinafter referred as the industry) is located at S. no. 57, 

Kalane, Taluka: Dodamarg, Dist: Sindhudurg, Maharashtra. The industry is having 

valid consent to operate (CTO) issued by MPCB vide dated 12/04/2021 for mining of 

iron ore (open cast mining) of 7,50,000 MT/A and is valid up to 31/03/2024 or up to 

validity of mine lease period whichever is earlier Copy of CTO issued by MPCB is 

given at Annexure-2. Industry has obtained lease for mining of iron ore for 20 years 

from 16/03/2009. Also, the industry has obtained environmental clearance (EC) vide 

no. Env-2008/CR-157/TC-I, dated 27/02/2009 from Environment Department, Govt. 

of Maharashtra for total area of 32.25 ha and approved mining plan dated 

11/03/2021 from Ministry of Mines, Indian Bureau of Mines. Copy of EC and 

approved mining plan is given at Annexure-3 & 4. As per the land use pattern 

submitted to Bureau of Mines, break-up of total mine area is given in the below 

Table. 

S. no. Particulars Land use as on January, 2021 (in ha) 
1.  Area under mining 23.52 
2.  Waste dump site 0.57 
3.  Mineral storage 1.97 
4.  Infrastructure 0.24 
5.  Roads 0.41 
6.  Unused area 5.54  

Total 32.25 

 

As per the information submitted by the applicant in the OA, the incidence of breach 

of mine-wall had occurred on southern side of iron ore mine on 29/07/2021 and led 

to flow of large quantity of water stored in the mine pits (i.e. a water pit developed 

alongside the bottom end of the slope of the quarry/hill in order to utilize water for 

mining activities as well as for dumping of mining rejects along with mine 

overburden) along with overburden/debris/stones etc. into the downstream location 

of agricultural lands, few houses at Village: Kalane and River Kalane. As a result of 

which, standing cash crops viz. cashew nut, mango, coconut, betel nut & teak trees 

along with 15 houses located downstream at about 1-2 Km i.e. southern direction of 

mine were destroyed. There was no casualty due to the incident.  
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3.2 Action taken by various agencies and measures taken by the industry 

including compensation thereto  

After the incidence of breach of mine wall, Indian Bureau of Mine vide letter dated 

04/10/2021 & Collector, Sindhudurg suspend the mining operation vide latter dated 

29/07/2021. The damage caused to houses due to flood mine water in the village 

Kalane was assessed by the Revenue Department and accordingly the District 

Mining Officer, Sindhudurg District has imposed penalties upon the respondent 

mining company i.e. M/s Minerals and Metals under Chapter IV of the Mineral 

Concession Rules, 1960, which provides for compensation payable to third parties 

for injuries arising out of undertaking mining activities. MPCB has issued closure 

direction vide letter dated 31/08/2021 to M/s. Minerals & Metals, Iron Ore mine at 

Kalane, Tal: Dodamarg, Dist: Sindhudurg. Copy of closure direction issued by MPCB 

is given at Annexure-5. 

 

The industry has taken necessary mitigation measures & repaired the bund, also 

industry has refilled the previous mining pit, rectified the top benches of mine, in 

respect of the compliance made by the industry, Indian Bureau of Mine revoked the 

suspension order for mining operation vide letter dated 11/02/2022 & Collector, 

Sindhudurg also issued restart order vide letter dated 04/04/2022. Thereafter, MPCB 

also issued a letter dated 11/04/2022 to the industry for conditional restarting of mine 

operations. Copy of conditional restart direction issued by MPCB is given at 

Annexure-6. 

 

4.0 Assessment of environmental damage compensation in terms of 

damage to crops and agriculture 

Environmental Damage Compensation (EDC) is a quantifiable and reasonably 

estimable future expenditure as on date for restoration of environmental damages 

caused due to anthropogenic release of pollutants in excess of permissible limits or 

unauthorised activity. Environmental damage compensation is apportioned to one or 

more factors relating to degradation of air quality, water resources, soil, groundwater, 

adverse effect on human health, loss of eco-system services, including damages 

caused to property, natural assets and productive assets. Thus, EDC includes cost 

of assessments, cost of restoration and compensation for direct and indirect 

damages caused to human, property, flora, fauna including ecosystem functions. 
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Direct damages or general damages occur through direct interaction of polluting 

activity with an environmental, social, or economic component. For example, 

discharge of untreated sewage into a river may lead to a decline in water quality in 

terms of BOD, DO or rise in bacterial contamination. 

 

Indirect or consequential impacts on environment often seen away from source and 

often occur in pathway of impact. Indirect impacts can also be secondary or even 

third level impacts. For, example, rainwater run-off over a dumpsite may contaminate 

a receiving water body with heavy metals or other toxins, which in turn lead to a 

secondary indirect impact on aquatic flora (phytoplankton) in that water body. This 

may effect fish population in impacted water body, thereafter, reduction in fish yield 

may affect income of farming is third level socio-economic impacts. As discussed, 

environmental damage compensation would require monetizing cumulative activities 

preliminary site investigation, detailed site assessment, restoration and also 

compensation for environmental and ecological losses arising from direct and 

indirect damages.  

 

A standard procedure shall be followed for estimation of damages due to 

anthropogenic polluting activities. It includes following steps: 

 

i. Preliminary investigation  

ii. Analysis of preliminary data  

iii. Identification of EDC liabilities  

iv. Assessment of direct, indirect liabilities  

v. Assessment of eco-system damages  

vi. Detailed investigation of damaged site, if required  

vii. Analysis of detailed data  

viii. Determination of EDC scenario and cost  

ix. Identify best achievable remediation and restoration methods  

x. Directions/ action plan imposing over-all EDC  

xi. Monitoring of implementation of plan by regulatory bodies  

 

The Standard Flow Model for estimating EDC is as presented below:

309



Page 6 of 13 
 

 

 

310



Page 7 of 13 
 

4.1 Compensation paid by the industry 

In compliance to the assessment done by the Revenue Department & communicated 

by District Mining Officer, Sindhudurg, M/s Minerals and Metals has paid total 

amount of Rs. 12,30,300/- vide dated 13/08/2021 to the 14 identified persons whose 

houses were adversely affected by the impugned breach of mine wall. However, it 

was alleged by the applicant that the compensation did not include the present 

Applicant.  

 

Further, damage caused to agricultural land was assessed by Agriculture 

Department & communicated by the District Mining Officer vide letter dated 

12/08/2021. As per the aforesaid report of Agriculture Department, around 21 ha 

total agricultural land of 49 villagers were damaged & total assessed amount was 

Rs. 1,34,67,750/- out of that the industry has paid 48,40,000/- to 49 villagers 

including applicant for restoration of agricultural land. It is observed that the 

assessment was done by the Agriculture Department considering the Circular of 

Revenue and Forest Department dated 13/05/2015 & 09/07/2015. 

 

4.2 Environmental damage cost in terms of compensation for damages to 

agricultural land and crops assessed by the joint committee 

It is observed from the preliminary investigation carried-out by MPCB soon after the 

day of incidence, there was no reported damage in terms of decline in the water 

quality of River Kalane due to overflow of mine pit water. The reported damages as 

per reports of various agencies mentioned that the damages to the existing houses 

and agricultural fields, which had perennial crops viz. cashew, coconut, betel etc. 

and to certain extent rice cultivation. Further, loss of top layer of soil in the affected 

agricultural areas and sporadic deposition of large stones/over burden material due 

to the erosion created by sudden flow of stored mine pit water in the area under 

reference. Hence, considering the above facts the joint committee made an 

approach for calculating environmental damage cost in terms of compensation for 

damages to agricultural land and crops based on the information available w.r.t. total 

loss of cultivable area and type of cultivation being made in the affected area under 

reference. The price value was taken from the circular issued by the Revenue & 

Forest Department, 2015 for compensation for damage due to natural disasters. The 

said approach takes in to account of various parameters such as; price per ha for 
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loss of agricultural land and input subsidy per ha for loss of perennial crops. Price 

per ha in 2015 for loss of agricultural land due to landslide/avalanche was taken as 

Rs. 37,500/- per ha. The input subsidy per ha in 2015 for loss of perennial crops i.e. 

cashew nut, coconut and agricultural crops i.e. rice was taken as Rs. 18,000 &

13,500/- per ha respectively.

Also, the price value for loss of agricultural land and input subsidy for loss of 

agricultural crops & perennial crops per ha in 2015 was normalized based on the 

inflation rate from 2015 to 2021 i.e. till the year of incidence. Further, restoration of 

perennial crops i.e. no. of years was apportioned as 4 & 10 years for cashew nut & 

coconut trees. Accordingly, environmental damage cost in terms of compensation for 

damages to crops and agriculture is worked-out to be Rs. 35,63,822/-.

As per the report dated 21/12/2022 of Tahsildar Dodamarg, Tal: Dodamarg, Dist: 

Sindhudurg; total cultivable area of the agricultural land in the area under reference 

along with survey no. and type of cultivation (perennial crops and agricultural crops) 

& its area is given at Annexure-7. The compensation for damage as per the circular 

issued by the Revenue & Forest Department, 2015 due to natural disasters i.e. price 

per ha in 2015 for loss of agriculture land due landslide/avalanche and the input 

subsidy per ha in 2015 for loss of perennial crops (cashew nut, coconut) and 

agricultural crops (rice) is given at Annexure-8. The detailed assessment of 

environmental damage cost in terms of compensation for damages to crops and 

agriculture is given at Annexure-9.

4.3 Environmental damage cost in terms of compensation for damages to 

agricultural land and crops including productivity cost assessed by the 

Agriculture Department

The environmental damage cost in terms of compensation for damages to 

agricultural land and crops as assessed and given at s. no. 4.2, as above was further 

deliberated by the joint committee. Accordingly, it was suggested by the Agriculture

Department that in addition to the above environmental damage cost in terms of 

compensation for damages to agricultural land and crops, productivity cost of 

perineal crops destroyed due to impugned mine wall may also be included to the 

aforesaid amount. Accordingly, the Agriculture Department vide letter dated 
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29/12/2022 submitted the supplementary report on total environmental damage cost 

in terms of compensation for damages to agricultural land and crops including 

productivity cost (based on total no. of plants) to MPCB for further deliberation 

consideration. The said total environmental damage cost takes into account of price 

per ha for loss of agricultural land, input subsidy per ha for loss of perennial crops 

and productivity cost based on the no. of plants damaged/destroyed, which is as per 

the circular of Revenue Department dated 09/07/2015. Total environmental damage 

cost in terms of compensation for damages to crops and agriculture (productivity 

cost based on no. of plants) is worked-out to be Rs. 1,34,67,750/-. Copy of the 

aforesaid supplementary report, as submitted by the Agriculture Department is given 

at Annexure-10.   

 

4.4 Land Restoration Plan prepared by Dr. Balasaheb Sawant, Konkan 

Krishi Vidyapeeth, Dapoli, Tal Dapoli, Dist Ratnagiri.  

The joint committee also deliberated about preparation of time bound land 

restoration plan of the affected area(s) for restoration of the damaged agricultural 

fields and decided to take the assistance from the reputed Govt. agricultural 

university(s) for preparation of land restoration plan. Accordingly, the nodal agency 

i.e. MPCB vide letter dated 20/03/2023 approached & engaged Dr. Balasaheb 

Sawant, Konkan Krishi Vidyapeeth, Dapoli, (KKVD) Tal Dapoli, Dist Ratnagiri to 

prepare the land restoration plan in respect of damage caused to agricultural land 

due to breach of mine pit wall of M/s. Minerals and Metals. 

 

Dr. Balasaheb Sawant, Konkan Krishi Vidyapeeth, Dapoli (KKVD) has appointed two 

scientists to carry-out the survey of the damaged area under reference. The survey 

was carried out by KKVD along with officials from SRO-Ratnagiri, MPCB on 

15/05/2023. The aforesaid report was submitted by KKVD to the nodal agency i.e. 

MPCB on 16/06/2023. As per the aforesaid report dated 6/06/2023, KKVD has 

suggested various remedial measures for the restoration of eroded agricultural land 

like agronomic soil conservation techniques and land/soil management techniques. 

Also, KKVD has calculated land restoration cost of Rs. 25,75,000/-. Copy of report 

wall o submitted by KKVD dated 16/06/2023 is given at 
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Annexure-11. Some of the photographs taken during the joint committee inspection 

are given at Annexure-12. 

 

5.0 Conclusions 

The incidence of breach of mine wall of iron ore mine occurred in July, 2021. The 

said incidence led to flow of large quantity of water stored in the mine pits along with 

overburden/debris/stones etc. into the downstream location of agricultural fields and 

houses at Village: Kalane. As a result, perennial crops viz. cashew nut, mango, 

coconut, betel nut etc. along with about 15 houses located downstream i.e. southern 

direction of mine were destroyed. It is observed that the industry has engaged in 

mining of iron ore without ore benefaction. Hence, there is no scope for generation of 

trade effluent. The joint committee carried-out survey in the iron ore mine and also to 

ble NGT 

dated 05/09/2022 for assessment of damages thereto caused due to the incidence of 

breach of mine wall.  

 

Subsequent to the incidence, the industry has taken various corrective measures by 

scrapping & levelling old mine pits and augmenting the outer periphery of mine 

boundary. Also, paid compensation of Rs. 12,30,300/- to the 14 identified persons 

whose houses were adversely affected by the impugned breach of mine wall. 

Further, for the damages caused to agricultural land; the industry has paid Rs. 

48,40,000/- to the identified 49 villagers including applicant for restoration of 

agricultural land. Therefore, the industry has paid total amount of Rs. 60,70,300/- 

(12,30,300 + 48,40,000) as compensation for damages to the houses of 14 identified 

persons and damages to the agricultural lands of 49 identified villagers including the 

Applicant.  

 

Further, based on the various corrective measures taken by the industry, Indian 

Bureau of Mines revoked the suspension order and Collector, Sindhudurg also 

issued restart order followed by conditional restarting of mining operations by MPCB. 

 

Based on the information provided by the Tahsildar-Dodamarg, Tal: Dodamarg, Dist: 

Sindhudurg, total loss of cultivable area spread across 74 different areas bearing 

survey/hissa no. is 50.96 ha. Out of 50.96 ha, total loss of perennial crops of cashew 
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plantation is 14.34 ha, coconut plantation is 0.94 ha and agricultural crop i.e. rice is 

3.82 ha and respectively. 

The joint committee made an approach for calculating environmental damage cost in 

terms of compensation for damages to agricultural land and crops based on the 

information available w.r.t. total loss of cultivable area and type of cultivation being 

made in the affected area(s) under reference. The price value was taken from the 

circular issued by the Revenue & Forest Department, 2015 for compensation for 

damage due to natural disasters. Total value per ha in 2021 with avg. inflation rate of 

4.7% for loss of agriculture land due landslide/avalanche is Rs. 39,262.5/ha. 

Similarly, input subsidy per ha in 2021 with avg. inflation rate of 4.7% for loss of 

perennial crops viz. cashew nut & coconut is Rs. 21,630/- & 28,493/- (considering 

restoration of perennial crops i.e. till the time of productivity, the no. of years was 

apportioned as 4 & 10 years for cashew nut & coconut trees) and input subsidy per 

ha in 2021 with avg. inflation rate of 4.7% for loss of agricultural crop i.e. rice is Rs. 

14,134/- (considering restoration of agricultural crop till the time of productivity, the 

no. of years was apportioned as 1 year for rice crop). Hence, in view of the above, 

total environmental damage cost in terms of compensation for damages to 

agricultural land and loss of perennial crops (cashew & coconut) & loss of 

agricultural crop (rice) is worked-out to be Rs. 35,63,822/- (Thirty-Five Lakhs Sixty-

Three Thousand Eight Hundred Twenty-Two Only).

[Please refer s. no. 4.2, as above]

As per the supplementary report submitted by the Agriculture Department, total 

environmental damage cost assessed in terms of compensation for damages to 

agricultural land and crops including productivity cost (based on total no. of plants) is 

worked-out to be 1,34,67,750/-. However, it was observed that part of the aforesaid 

amount assessed by the Agriculture Department takes into account of price per ha

for loss of agricultural land and input subsidy per ha for loss of perennial crops, as 

per the circular of Revenue Department dated 13/05/2015; which is already worked-

out by the joint committee. Hence, in order to avoid duplicity in the already worked-

out environmental damage cost in terms of compensation for damages to agricultural 

land and crops of Rs. 35,63,822/- by the joint committee; the total environmental 

damage cost assessed by the Agriculture Department in terms of compensation for 
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damages to agricultural land and crops including productivity cost (based on total no. 

of plants) of Rs. 1,34,67,750/- may be considered.  

 

Also, as per the assessment done by the Revenue Department, Sindhudurg; total 

amount as damages to the houses due to impugned breach of mine wall is worked-

out to be Rs. 12,30,300/-. Therefore, the total environmental damage cost in terms of 

compensation for damages to agricultural land & crops including productivity cost 

(based on total no. of plants) and damages to the houses is worked-out to be Rs. 

1,46,98,050/- (1,34,67,750 + 12,30,300). 

[Please refer s. no. 4.3, as above] 

 

Further, as per the report submitted by KKVD vide dated 16/06/2023 Land 

restoration plan in respect of damage caused due to breach of mine pit wall of M/s 

total land restoration cost is worked-out to be Rs. 25,75,000/-. 

[Please refer s. no. 4.4, as above] 

 

6.0 Recommendations 

A. For damages of loss of agricultural land; loss of perennial crops (cashew & 

coconut) & loss of agricultural crop (rice) including plant productivity and 

damages to houses  

In view of the above damages: 

i. The industry i.e. M/s Minerals and Metals may be directed to pay the 

environmental damage cost of Rs. 1,46,98,050/- (Rupees One Crore 

Forty-Six Lakhs Ninety-Eight Thousand Fifty Only). The said 

environmental damage cost may be deposited with the District 

Collector-Sindhudurg and may be distributed to the affected persons by 

the District Collector-Sindhudurg in coordination with the District 

Agriculture Department-Govt. of Maharashtra.  

Whereas, it is observed that the industry i.e. M/s Minerals and Metals 

has already paid total amount of Rs. 60,70,300/- (12,30,300 + 

48,40,000) as compensation for damages to the houses of 14 identified 

persons and damages to the agricultural lands of 49 identified villagers 

including the Applicant. Hence, the amount of Rs. 60,70,300/- may be 
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adjusted    in    the    aforesaid    environmental    damage    cost   of   Rs.
1.46,98.050/-, as deemed fit by the Hon'ble NGT.

B.  Qpst for land restoration in respect of damage caused to the agricultural land

ln view of the above:

i.      In addition to the above environmental damage cost as given at s. no.   i

Of  A,  as  above;  the  industry  i.e.  M/s  Minerals  and  Metals  may  be

directed to pay the cost for land riestoration Of Rs. 25,75,000/- gTwerty-

Five  Lakhs  Seventy-Five  Thousand  Only).  The  said  amount  Of  Rs.

25,75,000/-  may  be  deposited  with  the  District  Collectorsindhudung

and  may  be  utilized  for the  implemenfation  Of restoration  plan  Of the

affiected    area(s)    under    reference,    as    submitted    by    KKVD    in

ooordimation    with    the    District    Agriculture    Departhentcovt.    Of

Maharashtra.

C.  The  industry  may  be  directed  to  carry-out  a  detailed  survey  under  the

supervision   of  District  Agriculture   Department-Govt.   of  Maharashtra   and

MPCB   for   identification   and   removal   of   sporadic   deposid.on   of   large

stones/over burden materials in the affected agricultural fields.

D.  The industry shall ensure mining of minerals (including height, width of bench)

as per the approved mining plan of the Indian Bureau of Mines.

rat# .#fi
(J. S. Salunk®)

Scfentlst `D'                  Regional offlc®r
CPCB, RD-Pune          MPCB, Ratnaglrl         Saw

eka r) ,         SDM,
ntwa d I           as

r®Pre
DI®trl

®ntatlv®        of
CO'l®ctor,

Slndhudurg

Pqu 13 0' 1®

tnt qu District
Superlntondent

Agriculture Offlc®r,
Slndhudurg
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Item No.03 (Pune Bench) 

BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL 
WESTERN ZONE BENCH, PUNE 

(By Video Conferencing) 

Original Application No.41/2022 (WZ) 

Abhay Pandurang Desai 
licant(s) 

Versus 

State of Maharashtra   & Ors.  

Date of hearing: 05.09.2022 

 DINESH KUMAR SINGH, JUDICIAL MEMBER 
VIJAY KULKARNI, EXPERT MEMBER 

Applicant(s)  :          Mr. Maitreya Ghorpade, Advocate 

Respondent(s): :  Mr.Aniruddha Kulkarni, Advocate for R-1, 
:  Mr. Vilas Jadhav, Advocate for R-2/MPCB 

ORDER 

1. From the side of Applicant Mr. Maitreya Ghorpade, Learned Counsel is

present. 

2. From the side of Respondent No. 1- Mr. Aniruddha Kulkarni, Learned

Counsel has appeared and states that he does not want to file reply affidavit as 

Respondent No.1 is a formal party. 

3. From the side of Respondent No. 2-MPCB, Mr. Vilas Jahdav, Learned

Counsel has appeared and prays for two weeks time to file reply affidavit. 

Permission is granted. Let the same be filed within a period of two weeks from 

today with advance copy to the Learned Counsel for the Applicant. 

4. The Respondent No.2/ Maharashtra Pollution Control Board is further

directed to prepare a restoration plan, if it is found that there was damage caused 

to the environment and submit the same by the next date.
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5. No one is present from the side of Respondent No.4 although reply

affidavit has already been filed on its behalf. 

6. No one is present from the side of Respondent No.5 although reply

affidavit has already been filed on its behalf. 

7. No one has appeared from the side of Respondent Nos.3 and 6 despite

sufficient service. Hence, the proceedings shall go ahead ex-parte against them. 

8. Since damage caused to the environment due to the activities of the

Respondent is to be assessed, therefore, we deem it just and proper to call a 

report on the matter in issue in present application, from a Joint Committee 

consisting of:- 

(i) One Representative from the Central Pollution Control Board 

 (CPCB); 

(ii) One Representative from the Maharashtra State Pollution 

Control Board (MSPCB); 

(iii) District Magistrate, Sindhudurg, Maharashtra; 

(iv) District Agricultural Officer, Sindhudurg. 

8. The Committee shall conduct the joint inspection after informing the

parties and submit a factual and action taken report with regard to 

assessment of damage caused to the environment within two months. The 

Maharashtra State Pollution Control Board (MSPCB) will be the nodal agency 

for coordination and logistic support. 

9. The report in the matter be filed by the Committee by e-mail at ngt-

pune@gov.in preferably in the form of searchable PDF/ OCR Support PDF 

and not in the form of Image PDF. 

10. Applicant is directed to supply the required documents and copy of

the application to the members of the Committee within a week. 
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11. The pleadings shall be exchanged by the parties among themselves

before the next date positively so that no adjournment would need to be 

granted on that count. 

12. Put up with the report on 10.11.2022.

1.

2.

 Dinesh Kumar Singh, JM 

Dr. Vijay Kulkarni, EM 

September 05, 2022 
Original Application  No.41/2022 (WZ) 
JG 
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MPCB-CONSENT-0000109131 

RED/S.S.I/  Date:       /       /2021 

Consent No: MPCB/  

Renewal of Consent to Operate under Section 26 of the Water (Prevention & 
Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 & under Section 21 of the Air (Prevention & 
Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 and Authorization / Renewal of Authorization 
under Rule 6 of the Hazardous Wastes (Management, & Transboundry 
Movement) Rules 2016. 

 [To be referred as Water Act, Air Act and HW (M & TM) Rules respectively]. 
 

CONSENT is hereby granted to 

M/S MINERALS AND METALS 
S. NO. 57,  KALANE 
TALUKA DODAMARG  
DISTRICT- SINDHUDURG  
MAHARASHTRA 

located in the area declared under the provisions of the Water Act, Air act and 
Authorization under the provisions of HW(M&TM) Rules and amendments thereto 
subject to the provisions of the Act and the Rules and the Orders that may be 
made further and subject to the following terms and conditions: 

The Consent to Operate is granted for a period up to: 31.03.2024 or upto 
validity of mine lease period whichever earlier.  

2. The Consent is valid for the activity of mining over a mining lease
area 32.25 Hectares only 

Sr. No. Product Name Maximum 
Quantity 

UOM 

1 IRON ORE 750000 MT/A 

3. CONDITIONS UNDER WATER ACT:
(i) The daily quantity of trade effluent from the factory shall not exceed nil. 
(ii) The daily quantity of sewage effluent from the factory shall not exceed  1.80M3. 

(iii) Trade Effluent : - NA-  
(iv) Trade Effluent Disposal: - NA-  
(v) Sewage Effluent Treatment: The applicant shall provide comprehensive 

treatment system as is warranted with reference to influent quality and operate 

MAHARASHATRA  POLLUTION  CONTROL BOARD
REGIONAL OFFICE,KOLHAPUR

Phone    : 0231-2652952 /2660448 Udyog Bhawan Near Collector Office,

Fax       : 0231-2652952  

Email     : rokolhapur@mpcb.gov.in Kolhapur - 416003

Visit At   : http://mpcb.gov.in

12 04

2104000684
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and maintain the same continuously so as to achieve the quality of treated 
effluent to the following standards. 

(1) Suspended Solids  Not to exceed 100 mg/l. 
(2)     BOD 3 days 27o C. Not to exceed 100  mg/l. 

(vi)  Sewage Effluent Disposal:  The treated domestic effluent shall be soaked in a 
 soak pit, which shall be got cleaned periodically.  Overflow, if any, shall be used on 
 land for gardening / plantation only. 

(vii) Non-Hazardous Solid Wastes: 
Sr. No. Type Of Waste Quantity UOM Treatment Disposal 

The Waste i.e. over burden shall be finally disposed for by means backfilling 
or reclamation of the land.  

 (viii)Other Conditions: Industry should monitor effluent quality regularly. 

4. The daily water consumption for the following categories is as under:
(i)   Domestic ...  2.00 CMD 
(ii)  Industrial Processing ...  0.00 CMD 
 62.00 CMD 
(iv) Agriculture / Gardening ...  5.00 CMD 

5. CONDITIONS UNDER AIR ACT :
(i) The applicant shall install a comprehensive control system consisting 

of control equipments as is warranted with reference to generation of 
emission and operate and maintain the same continuously so as to 
achieve the level of pollutants to the following standards: 

A) Control Equipment:
The suspended particulate matter contribution value at a distance of 3 to 10 
meters from unit shall be less than 600 microgram/Nm3. These units must also 
adopt the following pollution control measures. 

1 Iron Ore material handling plant will be provided with dust collector and 
automatic Water sprinkler.  

2 Construction of wind breaking walls. 
3 Construction of the metaled roads within the premises.  
4 Regular cleaning and wetting of the ground within the premises. 
5 Growing of a green belt along the periphery. 
6 Water sprinkling arrangement shall be provided and operated 

continuously. 
7 The spraying of water on all working area, dump area, stick piles, haul 

roads with the help of appropriate dust suppression system. 
8 Vehicles shall be properly covered during transportation/ loading / 

unloading of raw material as well finished products. 
9 The Iron ore transportation shall be done by installing conveyors 

wherever possible and covered closed trucks shall be used for 
transportation. 
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10 The applicant shall carry out tree plantation along road side, around 
dumps or compulsory a forestation as per proposal approved by forest 
Department. The tree plantation programme shall be taken up well in 
advance of the actual mining activity, so that gr een belt of sufficient 
width and height is developed between mining area / road and 
surrounding environment.  

11 Black topped metal led roads shall be provided and well maintained to 
prevent dust formation.  

12 Overloading of dumpers shall be avoided to prevent sp illages. 
13 The explosive material shall be avoided during the mining operation to 

control of dust emissions and vibrations in the surrounding area.  
14 The slope of the over burden, if any shall have slope but not more than 

28 degree to the horizontal. The ove rburden shall be properly covered 
by vegetation for stabilization.  

15 The applicant shall be provide minimum four ambient air quality 
monitoring stations within area which should be monitored for PM10, 
PM 2.5, SO2, f minimum 
104 measurements in the year taken twice a week 24 hourly at uniform 
interval shall conform to National Ambient Air Quality Standards 
prescribed under Environment ( Protection) Act, 1986. The records of 
the results of continues monitoring done sh all be made  available for 
inspection to the officers of the Board.  

B) Standards for emission of Air Pollutants;
1. SPM -- Not to exceed  600 µg/Nm3 
2. PM10-- Not to exceed  100 mg/Nm3 
3. SOx  -- Not to exceed   80 mg/Nm3 
4. NOx-- Not to exceed   80mg/Nm3 

C) Standards for Stack emission of  Pollutants;
1. TPM -- Not to exceed  ----- mg/Nm3 
2. SO2 -- Not to exceed  -----Kg/D 

6. Conditions for D.G. Set :  - NA -
(i) The applicant shall observe the following fuel pattern:- 

Sr. No. Type Of Fuel Quantity UOM 
- Nil-  

(ii) The applicant shall erect the chimney(s) of the following 
specifications:-    

Sr. No. Chimney Attached To Height in Mtrs. 
- Nil -   

(iii) The applicant shall take adequate measures for control of noise level from 
its own sources as follows :  

Sr.. 
No. 

Location Permissible
Norms in dB(a) 

Desired in minimum
thickness of  
Green belt 

Desired minimum 
thickness of green 
belt.  

01 Along  road 65 20 
02 In Colonies 55 20 
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03 Near Open Cast Mines 75 10(*40) 
04 75 30 
05 Near Shaft 75 20 
06 Near Mine exhaust 

 fan 
75 >50 

(* The Open Cast mine needs to be surrounded by a green belt of sufficient
width if the residential complexes are very close)

(iv) The applicant shall provide ports in the chimney/(s) and facilities such as 
ladder, platform etc. for monitoring the air emissions and the same shall be 

imney(s) vents 
attached to various sources of emission shall be designated by numbers 
such as S-1, S-2, etc. and these shall be painted/ displayed to facilitate 
identification. 

(v) The industry shall take adequate measures for control of noise levels from 
its own sources within the premises so as to maintain ambient air quality 
standard in respect of noise to less than 75 dB(A) during day time and 70 
dB(A) during night time. Day time is reckoned in between 6 a.m. and 10 
p.m. and night time is reckoned between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m. 

(vi)  Other Conditions: 
1) The industry should not cause any nuisance in surrounding area.
2) The industry should monitor stack emissions and ambient air quality

Regularly.

7. CONDITIONS UNDER HAZARDOUS WASTE (MANAGEMENT, & 
TRANSBOUNDRY MOVEMENT) RULES, 2016:

(i) The Industry shall handle hazardous wastes as specified below. 
Sr. No. Type Of Waste Quantity UOM Disposal 
01 5.1 Used Oil 1000 Lit/A Sell to  

Authorized Preprocessor . 

(ii)  Treatment: - Nil- 
1. The authorization is hereby granted to operate a facility for collection,

storage, transport & disposal of hazardous waste.
2. The industry should comply with the Hazardous Waste (M&TM) Rules,

2016. 
a. Whenever due to any accident or  other unforeseen act or even, such

emissions occur or is apprehended to occur in excess of standards laid down,
such information shall be forthwith Reported to Board, concerned Police
Station, office of Directorate of Health Services, Department of Explosives,
Inspectorate of Factories and Local Body.  In case of failure of pollution
control equipments, the production process connected to it shall be stopped.

b. Industry shall obtain registration from CPCB as a re-refiner of Used oil
having environmentally sound technology as per the provisions of Hazardous
Waste (Management & Handling) Rules 1989 & Amendment Rules 2016
before commencement of production.

c. The unit has to display and maintain the data online outside the factory
mai
and the report of the compliance along with photograph shall be submitted to
this office & concerned Regional Office/ Sub Regional Office.
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d. It shall be ensured that the Hazardous waste is handled, managed & 
disposed of strictly in accordance with the Hazardous Waste (Management & 
Transboundry) Rules, 2016 as amended and shown & submitted to the Board 
as & when asked for.  

 
8. Industry shall comply with following additional conditions:  

i. The applicant shall maintain good housekeeping and take adequate measures 
for control of pollution from all sources so as not to cause nuisance to 
surrounding area / inhabitants. 

ii. The applicant shall bring minimum 33% of the available open land under green 
coverage/ tree plantation. 

iii. Solid waste  The non hazardous solid waste arising in the factory premises, 
sweepings, etc., be disposed of scientifically so as not to cause any nuisance / 
pollution. The applicant shall take necessary permissions from civic authorities 
for disposal to dumping ground. 

iv. The applicant shall provide for an alternate electric power source sufficient to 
operate all pollution control facilities installed by he applicant to maintain 
compliance with the terms and conditions of the consent.  In the absence, the 
applicant shall stop, reduce or otherwise, control production to abide by terms 
& conditions of this consent regarding pollution levels. 

v. The applicant shall not change or alter quantity, quality, the rate of discharge, 
temperature or the mode of the effluent / emissions or hazardous wastes or 
control equipments provided for without previous written permission of the 
Board. 

vi. The applicant shall provide facility for collection of environmental samples and 
samples of trade and sewage effluents, air emissions and hazardous wastes to 
the Board staff at the terminal or designated points and shall pay to the Board 
for the services rendered in this behalf. 

vii. The applicant shall make an application for renewal of the consent at least 60 
days before the date of the expiry of the consent. 

viii. The firm shall submit to this office, the 30th day of September every year, the 
Environmental Statement Report for the financial year ending 31st March in 
the prescribed Form-V as pre the provisions of rule 14 of the Environment 
(Protection) (Second Amendment) Rules, 1992. 

ix. 
during their visit to the applicant. 

x. The applicant shall install a separate electric meter showing the consumption 
of energy for operation of domestic and industrial effluent treatment plants 
and air pollution control system. A register showing consumption of chemicals 
used for treatment shall be maintained.  

Xi. Separate drainage system shall be provided for collection of trade and sewage      
effluents. Terminal manholes shall be provided at the end of collection system 
with arrangement for measuring the flow. No effluent shall be admitted in the 
pipes / sewers down- stream of the terminal manholes. No effluent shall find its 
way other than in designed and provided collection System. 

xii. Neither storm water nor discharge from other premises shall be allowed to 
mix with the effluents from the factory. 

 
9. This consent should not be construed as exemption from obtaining 

necessary NOC/permission from any other Government agencies. 
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10. This Board reserves the right to review, amend, suspend, revoke etc.
this consent and the same shall be binding on the industry.

11. This consent should not be construed as exemption from obtaining
necessary  NOC/permission from any other Government agencies.

12. Industry shall obtain permission of CGWA for use of ground   water.

13. Board reserved the rights to amend or add any conditions in this
consent and the same shall be bearing on the applicant.

14.Industry shall submit half yearly compliance report in respect of
Environmental clearance to MoEF & CC  as conditions stipulated in
clearance.

15.Industry shall submit Self-monitoring reports, Environmental
Statement Report, Annual reports and also Compliance of Consent
and Environmental conditions within one month period.

16.Industry shall comply with the conditions specified in the
Environmental Clearance granted by SEIAA, Environment
Department, GOM vide No. ENV.-2008/CR-157/TC-1dtd. 27-02-2009.

17.Industry shall submit fresh bank guarantee of Rs. 100,000/- (One Lacs)
in favour of Regional Officer, MPC Board, Kolhapur within 15 days
which having validity additional two months of consent validity
towards O & M of Pollution Control systems so as to achieve consent
standards and compliance of consent conditions.

18.The Capital investment of the industry is Rs 830.00 Lacs.

        (RAVINDRA ANDHALE) 
 REGIONAL OFFICER, KOLHAPUR 

To, 
M/S MINERALS AND METALS 
S. NO. 57,  KALANE 
TALUKA DODAMARG  
DISTRICT- SINDHUDURG  
MAHARASHTRA 
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Received Consent fee of    
Online Payment Details (E-Payment) 
 
 

Sr 
no Unique No Description 

Payment 
added 

Transaction 
number 

Transaction 
Date 

Approved 
On Status 

1 MPCB-
CONSENT-
0000109131 

Consent Fee 300000.00 TXN2103002301 19-03-2021 22-03-
2021 

Success 

2 MPCB-
CONSENT-
0000109131 

Consent Fee 25000.00 TXN2102002860 24-02-2021 24-02-
2021 

Success 

3 MPCB-
CONSENT-
0000109131 

Consent Fee 650000.00 TXN2104000707 08-04-2021  10-04-
2021  

Success 
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Photograph-1: Portion of working bench of mine, collapsed due to rain. 

Photograph-2: Earlier mine pit, scrapped and leveled with overburden. 
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Photograph-3: Earlier mine pit, scrapped and leveled with overburden.  

 

Photograph-4: Boundary of mine wall breached during the incidence, resulted in flow of mine pit 
water d/s to the agricultural fields.  
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Photograph-5: Mine boundary wall augmented with overburden and plantation of cashew saplings.  

 

Photograph-6: Mine boundary wall augmented with overburden and plantation of cashew saplings.  
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Photograph-7: Course of flow of mine pit water d/s, resulted in uproot of trees and presently planted 
with cashew saplings.  

 

Photograph-8: A view of breach of mine wall occurred and path of flow of mine pit water towards d/s. 
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