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BEFORE THE HON'BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL 
AT NEW DELHI 

IN THE MATTER OE: 

Tushar Goswami 

Union of India & Ors. 

OA NO. 203 OF 2023 

-VERSUS 

. Appellant 

RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH: -

...Respondents 

ADDITIONAL REPLY ON BEHALF OF RESPONDENT NO, 9 

VARANASI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, UTTAR PRADESH. 

1. The captioned application is pending adjudication before this 

Hon'ble Tribunal. The applicant has preferred the application 

alleging setting up of a Tent City project in the riverbed of Ganga 

at Varanasi in 100 acres for commercial purpose to detriment of 

flora and fauna which also resulted in untreated sewage being 

discharged directly into river Ganga. It has been further alleged 

that the project also violates provisions of "The River Ganga 

(Rejuvenation, Protection and Management) Authorities Order, 

2016". At the outset, it is submitted that the allegations levelled 

in the application are denied by answering respondent. It is 

denied that the subject project in any manner prejudices the 
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environm
ent 

or causes 

pollution 
in 

river 

G
anga 

or is contrary 
to 

environm
ental 

norm
s. 

th
e 

answ
ering 

It is subm
itted 

that 

the 

answ
ering 

respondent 

had 

floated tenders 
on 

21.07.22 
for 

developm
ent 

of the 

tent 

city 
in 

the 

bank of river 

Ganga 
at 

V
aranasi. 

After 

follow
ing 

due 

process, 

answ
ering 

respondent 

issued 

Letter 
of Intent 
on 

01.12.22 
to

 

M
/s 

Praveg (India) 

Com
m

unications 

Lim
ited 

and 

M
/s 

N
iraan 

Tent 

City 

for 

the 

developm
ent 

of the 

tent 

city. 

The 

agreem
ents 

in
 

this 

regard 

were 

executed 
on 

01.12.2022 

and 

14.12.2022 

respectively. 
In 

order 
to 

ensure 

com
pliance 

of environm
ental 

law
s, 

2. 

respondent 
had 

im
posed 

follow
ing 

conditions: 

The 

operator 
of 

the 

tent 

city 

shall 
be 

liable 
to 

abide 
by 

the 

rules, 

regulations 
and 

guideline 

laid 

down 
by 

N
ational 

M
ission 

for 

Clean 

G
anga 

(NM
CG), 

National 

Green 

Tribunal, 

Central 

Pollution 

Control 

Board 

(CPCB), 

Uttar 

Pradesh 

Pollution 

Control 

Board (U
PPCB) 

and 

any 

other 
as 

effective 

from
 

tim
e 

to 

tim
e. 

a. 

The 

sludge 

tank 

capacity 

shall 
be 

adequate 
as 

per 

the 

requirem
ent 

of the 

site 

and 

th
e 

m
achines 

shall 

have 

standard 

capacity 

vacuum
 

pum
p. 

The 

suction 

m
achines 

will 
be 

used 

daily 
in

 

2-3 

shifts 
for 

cleaning 
of 

Soak 

b. 

pits 

pits/septic 

tanks 
in 

the 

tent 

city 

area 

m
anaged 

by 

the 

operator. 
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T
he 

sew
age 

shall 

have 
to 
be 

connected 
to 

nearest 

(available 

sew
er 

m
anhole/soak 

pit). 

E
m

ptying 

soak 

pits 
on 

daily 

basis 
or 
as 

per 

requirem
ents 

including 

entire 

system
 

pertaining 
to 

cottages, 

dorm
itories, 

tent 
&

 

other 

relevant 

structures 

dining 

hall 

etc. 

(by 

m
echanical 

m
eans 

only) 
&

 

disposal 

m
aintenance 

of sam
e 

and 

cleanliness 
of is scope 
of work 
of 

bitter. 

C. 

The 

response 
to 

the 

allegations 

levelled 
in 

the 

application 

are 
as 
follow

s: 

3. 

C
onstruction 

of Tent 

City 
in 100 

H
ectares-

The 

applicant 
has 

alleged 

that 

the 

tent 

city 

constructed 
by 

Respondent 
No. 
11 
&

 
12 

is 
on 

100 

hectares. 

The 

allegation 
is false. 
It 
is 

subm
itted 

that 

H
on'ble 

T
ribunal 

vide 

order 

dated 

17.03.2023 

constituted 
7 

m
em

bers 

joint 

com
m

ittee 

and 

sought 

factual 

report 

from
 

the 

It 
is 

subm
itted 

that 

in 

com
pliance 

of the 

order 

dt. 

17.03.2023, 

the 

joint 

com
m

ittee 

visited 

the 

project 

and 

has 

filed its 

inspection 

report 

before 

this 

H
on'ble 

Tribunal. 

The 

copy 
of the 

report 
of the 

Joint 

C
om

m
ittee 

is 

A
nnexure 

A1, 

The 

joint 

a 

sam
e. 

com
m

ittee 
in 
its 

report 

has 

categorically 

stated 

that 

the 

Tent 

City 

has 

been 

developed 
by 

R
espondent 

No. 
11 
&

 

12 
on 
11 

hectares 

and 

2.5 

hectares 

respectively. 
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D
ischarge 

of 

sew
age 

in 

river-
It has 

been 

alleged 
in 

the 

b 

original 

application 

that 

the 

sew
age 

of the 

tent 

city 
is 

directly 

discharged 
into 

river 

G
ana. 

It 
is 

further 

subm
itted 

that 

the 

allegations 

that 

the 

sew
age 

is 

being 

directly 

discharged 
in river Ganga 

is 

false. 

The 

joint 

com
m

ittee 

report 

has 

also 

pointed 

out 

that 
no 

sew
age 

is being 

discharged 
in 

the 

river. 

Sim
ilarly, 

the 

joint 

com
m

ittee 

inspection 

also 

found 

the 

place 
to

 
be 

free 

from
 indiscrim

inate 

littering 
of the 

M
SW

 
on 

the 

Tent 

city 

project prem
ises 

and 

adjoining 

area. 

Extensive 

arrangem
ents 

have 

been 

m
ade 

to
 

ensure 

disposal 
of sew

age 

and 

M
SW

 
in 

accordance 

with 

law
. 

It is 

further 

subm
itted 

that 

the 

joint 

com
m

ittee 

during inspection 

has 

found 

im
pervious 

lining 
in 

sw
age 

sum
ps 

having potential 
of som

e 

leakage. 
It is 

subm
itted 

that 

the 

issue 

will 
be 

w
eather 

Violation 
of G

anga 

R
ejuvenation 

order, 

2016-
It is 

Subm
itted 

that 

the 

activities 
in

 

river 

G
anga 

and 

areas 

around 
it 

having 

potential 
to

 

cause 

pollution 
or obstruct 
of 

the 

free 

natural flow
 

are 

being 

regulated 
by 

River 

G
anga 

(R
ejuvenation, 

Protection 

&
 

M
anagem

ent) 

A
uthorities 

Order, 

2016. 
It 
is subm

itted 

that 

Order 

6 prohibits 

construction 
of any 

C. 

structure, 

resolved 

and 
it will 
be 

ensured 

that 

there 
is no 

possibility 
of 

any 

seepage 
of sew

age. 

397



Com
m

ercial 

or 

or 

tem
porary 

for 

residential 

industrial 
or 

for 

any 

other 

purpose 
in 

the 

river 

G
anga, 

bank 
of 

river 

G
anga 

or 

its 

tributaries 

or 

active 

flood 

plain, 

area 
of river G

anga 
or 
its 

tributaries. 
It is 

further 

subm
itted 

th
at 

the 

said 

order perm
its 

raising 
of tem

porary 

structures 

after 

prior 

perm
ission 

of 

N
ational 

M
ission 

for 

Clean 

G
anga. 

It is 

subm
itted 

that 

the 

answ
ering 

respondent 

had 

sought 

perm
ission 

of NM
CG 

on 
or 

D
enotification 

of 

T
urtle 

Sanctuary-
It 

has 

been 

alleged 
in 

the 

O
riginal 

A
pplication 

that 

the 

K
achuw

a 

W
ildlife 

Sanctuary 
was 

denotified 

contrary 
to 

law
 

vide 

notification 

dated 

17.03.2020. 
It is 

subm
itted 

that 

the 

turtle 

wildlife 

sanctuary 

was 

notified 

by 

Respondent 

No. 
2 on 

21.05.2009. 
It is 

subm
itted 

that 

the 

referral 

by 

PCCF(W
L) 

vide 

letter 

dated 14.03.2018 
a study 

was 

conducted 
by 

the 

W
ildlife 

Institute 
of 

India. 

T
he 

Institute 

has 

subm
itted 

its 

report 

titled 

"A
ssessm

ent 
of 

the 
W

ildlife 
V

alues 

13.07.2022. 

The 

N
M

CG
 

vide 

its 

letter 

dated 

26.10.2023 

has 

accorded 

sanction 
for 

setting 
up of tent 

city 
for 

the 

year 

2023-24 

subject 
to 

certain 

conditions. 

The 

copy 
of the 

letter 
dt. 

26.10.23 
is 

A
nnexure 

A2. 

C
om

m
unications 

are 

being 

done 

with 

respect 
to 

the 

com
pliances 

of conditions. 

perm
anent 

of the 

G
anga 

R
iver 

from
 

Bijnor 
to 

Balia 

the 

pursuant 
to

 

d. 
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including 

Turtle 

W
ildlife 

Sanctuary 

Uttar 

Pradesh" 
on 

06.07.2018. 

It 
is further 

subm
itted 

that 

on 

the 

basis 
of the 

finding 
of 

the 
th

e 

2 vide 

notification 

dated 

further 

subm
itted 

that 

based 

aforesaid 

study, 

R
espondent 

No. 

17.03.2020 

denotified 

the 

then 

existing 

K
achuw

a 

W
ildlife 

recom
m

endations 
of the 

W
ildlife 

Institute 
of India, 

R
espondent 

No. 
2 vide 

notification 

dated 

17.03.2020 

notified 

th
e 

area 

bounded 

by 

both 

banks 
of river 

G
anga 

in 

the 

stretch 
of 30 

kilom
eters 

along 

m
ain 

streamn 
of river 

G
anga 

in 

the 

district Pryagraj, 

M
irzapur 

and 

Bhadohi 
as 

Kachuwa 

W
ildlife 

Sanctuary. 

T
herefore, 

the 

denotification 
of one 

area 

and 

notification 

of 

another 

area 

w
as 

done 
by 
the 

com
petent 

authority 

after 

follow
ing 

due 

process 

established 
by 

law
. 

It is 

further 

subm
itted 

that 

the 

notification 

dated 

17.03.2020 

denotifying 

the 

area 
is 

subject 
to 

the 

orders 

passed 
by 

the 

H
onble 

Suprem
e 

Court 
in 

I.A, 

No. 

117425 
&

 

117429 
of 2019 
in 

W
P(C) 

337/2019. 

The 

copy 
of the 

on 

to
 

operate 

by 

PCB-

It is O
peration 

w
ithout 

consent 

e. 

notification 

dt.21.05.2009, 

report 
of 

the 

W
II 

and 

the 

notification 

dt. 

17.03.2020 
is A

nnexure 

A
3(colly). 

It 

is Sanctuary. 

subm
itted 

that 

the 

term
s 

of th
e 

agreem
ent 

executed 

betw
een 

answ
ering 

respondent 
and 

respondent 

no. 
11 
&

 
12 

stipulates 

that 
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respondent 

no. 

11 

and 

12 

shall 

take 

consent 
to 

establish 

and 

Consent 
to 

operate 

from
 

respondent 
no. 

10 

i.e., 

U
ttar 

Pradesh Pollution 

Control 

Board, 
It is subm

itted 

that 

the 

joint 

com
m

ittee 

has 

found 

that 

the 

respondent 

no. 

11 

and 

12 

did 

not 

obtain Consent 
to 

operate 

from
 

Uttar 

Pradesh 

Pollution 

Control 

Board before 

com
m

encing 

operation 

for 

the 

year 

2022-23. 
It is 

subm
itted 

that 

the 

respondent 

no. 

10 

has 

initiated 

proceedings 

for 

im
position 

of environm
ent 

com
pensation. 

It is 

further subm
itted 

that 

respondent 

no. 

10 

vide 

letters 

dated 

04.07.2023 

and 

21.07.2023 
has 

granted 

consent 
to 

operate 

under 

Section 
25 

of 

the 

W
ater 

(Prevention 
and 

C
ontrol 

of Pollution) 

Act, 

1974 

and 

under 

Section 
21 
of the 

Air 

(Prevention 

and 

Control 
of Pollution) 

Act, 

1981 
to

 

respondent 

no. 

1
1

 

and 

12. 

The 

copy 
of the 

consent granted 
by 

UPPCB 
is 

A
nnexure 

A4. 

It is 

subm
itted 

that 

the 

joint 

com
m

ittee 

report 

categorically 

record 

that 

th
e 

city 

w
as 

established 
at a distance 
of 60 

m
eters from

 
the 

flow
 

of w
ater. 

This 

H
on'ble 

Tribunal 
in 

0.A, 

No, 

87/2015 

vide 

judgem
ent 

dated 

02.03.2017 

directed 

undertaking 

such activities 

beyond 

100 

m
eters 

from
 

th
e 

m
iddle 

of 

th
e 

river. 
It 
is 

subm
itted 

that 
there 

is suitable 

site 
for 

setting 
up 
of tent 
city 

beyond 

100 
m

eters 
from

 

the 

flow
 

of th
e 

w
ater. 

The 
answ

ering 

3. 
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respondent 

undertakes 
to 

setup 
the 

tent 

city 
in 

future 

beyond 
100 

m
eters 

from
 

th
e 

flow
 

of 

w
ater. 

It is 

subm
itted 

that 

the 

project 
did 
not 

cause 

any 

dam
age 

to 

the 

environm
ent 

and 

health 
of th

e 

river 

Ganga. 

The 

answ
ering 

respondent 
is conscious 
of its 

obligations 

and 

shall 

earnestly 

follow
 

the 

law
 

in 

letters 

and 

spirits. 

The 

com
pliance 

of all 

statutory 

law
s 

will 
be 

ensured 
by 

answ
ering 

respondent. 

4. 

PRAYER It is, 

therefore, 

m
ost 

respectfully 

prayed 

that 

this 

H
on'ble Tribunal 

may 

graciously 
be 

pleased 

to
 

dism
iss 

the 

original application. 
Or 

such 

other 

order 
as 

deem
 

fit 

m
ay 

be 

passed. 

Respondent 
No.9 Through 

(Raliv 
kumar 
aiguoa) 

Property 
ofices této:N

o.451910 
2804 

D
aTE-

2
9

-||-2
o

2
3

 

401



BEFORE 

THE 

H
O

N
'BLE 

NATIONAL 

G
REEN

 

TRIBU
N

A
L 

AT 
NEW

 
D

ELH
I OA 

NO. 

203 
OF 

2023 

IN
 

THE 

M
ATTER 

OE: 

A
ppellant 

T
ushar 

G
osw

am
i 

-V
ER

SU
S 

aM
IK

A
N

IO
N

 
RN 

PANDÀY Diat-Varanasi 
ege No 

-24SAS/ 

...R
espondents 

U
nion 

of 

India 
&

 

Ors. 

A
FFID

A
V

IT
 

PRESENTLY 

POSTED 
AS 

P
ropetycer 

AFFIDAVIT 

OF 

SH, 

R
A

Ê
V

 

K
um

A
R

 

JA
TSW

A
L 

AGED 

ABOUT 
56 

VARANASI 

DEVELOPM
ENT 

A
U

TH
O

RITY
, 

GOVERNM
ENT 

OF 

UTTAR 

Y
A

ERS 

S/O
 

LA
TE 

PyA
K

E 

LAL PRA
D

ESH
 

H
A

V
IN

G
 

OFFICE 
AT PR

A
D

E
SH

. 

UTTAR T
hat 

I am
 

posted 
as 

stated 

above 

and 

well 

conversant 

w
ith th

e 

facts 
of 

th
e
 

present 

case 

and 

as 

su
ch

 

C
om

petent 
to 

sw
ear 

this 

1. 

affidavit 

before 

this 

T
ribunal. 

That 

the 

accom
panying 

reply 

has 

been 

drafted 

by 

our 

cO
unsel 

upon 

my 

instructions. 

2. 

T
hat 

the 

contents 
of the 

accom
panying 

reply 

are 

true 

and correct 

and 

the 

know
ledge 

h
as 

been 

derived 

from
 

official 

records 

and 

nothing 

m
aterial 

has 

been 

concealed 

there 

3. 

DEPONENT 

RN. 
Pande Dist/Varanasi 

Reyho 
24/56S G

O
V

 

from
. 
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VERIFICATION: 

V
erified 

on 

solem
n 

affirm
ation 

at V
aranasi 

on 

this 
9 day N

ovem
ber 

2023, 

that 

th
e 

contents 
of 

the 

foregoing 

affidavit 

are true 

and 

correct 
to 

the 

best 
of my 

know
ledge 

and 
no 

part 
of it is 

false 
and 

nothing 

m
aterial 

has 

been 

concealed 

there 

frorm. 

DEPONENT 

SW
DRN 

&
 

VERIFIED 

to
re 

m
e 

NOTARY 

(GOVT. 
OF 

UP! 

R.N. 
Pandey, Varanasi 

Regd 
No. 
24-5-&5 

R.N. 
Pandey 85 
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ye 
ELECTION 
COM

M
ISSIONONOIA 

RDI4092987. 

Name 
RAJN 
KUMARZASWA 

Fathers 
Name 
A

A
R

E
A

 

JAISW
AL 

fuconder 
gV

yale 

Date 
of Birth 

lAge26-05:1967 

A
d

d
rssc 

801, 

M
AHAVIR 

HEIGHT 

SOCIETY 

SHVOASPUR 

SHVDASPUR, 

VARANASI, 

UTTAR 

PRADESH:221103 Electoral 

Reglsrauon:Oflicer, 
381 

Rohanlya 

4 ROI4092987 

V01776509 
1950 

htp.llcaouttapradeshnicin 
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406



407



408



409



410



411



412



413



414



415



416



417



418



419



420



421



422



423



424



425



426



427



428



429



430



431



432



433



434



435



436



437



438



439



440



441



442



443



444



445



446



447



448



449



450



451



452



453



454



455



456



457



458



459



460



461



462



463



464



465



466



467



468



469



470



471



472



473



474



475



476



477



478



479



480



481



482



483



484



485



486



487



488



489



490



491



492


