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BEFORE THE HON'BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
AT NEW DELHI

OA NO. 203 OF 2023

IN THE MATTER OF:

Tushar Goswami ... Appellant

-VERSUS-

Union of India & Ors. ...Respondents

ADDITIONAL _ REPLY ON BEHALF OF RESPONDENT NO. 9
VARANASI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, UTTAR PRADESH.

RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH: -

1. The captioned application is pending adjudication before this
Hon'ble Tribunal. The applicant has preferred the application
alleging setting up of a Tent City project in the riverbed of Ganga
at Varanasi in 100 acres for commercial purpose to detriment of
flora and fauna which also resulted in untreated sewage being
discharged directly into river Ganga. It has been further alleged
that the project also violates provisions of “The River Ganga
(Rejuvenation, Protection and Management) Authorities Order,
2016". At the outset, it is submitted that the allegations levelled
in the application are denied by answering respondent. It is

denied that the subject project in any manner prejudices the
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environment or causes pollution in river Ganga or is contrary to
environmental norms.

2. It is submitted that the answering respondent had floated
tenders on 21.07.22 for development of the tent city in the bank
of river Ganga at Varanasi. After following due process, answering
respondent issued Letter of Intent on 01.12.22 to M/s Praveg
(India) Communications Limited and M/s Niraan Tent City for the
development of the tent city. The agreements in this regard were
executed on 01.12.2022 and 14.12.2022 respectively. In order to
ensure compliance of environmental laws, the answering

respondent had imposed following conditions:

a. The operator of the tent city shall be liable to abide by the
rules, regulations and guideline laid down by National Mission for
Clean Ganga (NMCG), National Green Tribunal, Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB), Uttar Pradesh Pollution Control Board

(UPPCB) and any other as effective from time to time.

b. The sludge tank capacity shall be adequate as per the
requirement of the site and the machines shall have standard
capacity vacuum pump. The suction machines will be used daily in

2-3 shifts for cleaning of soak pits pits/septic tanks in the tent city

area managed by the operator.
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C. The sewage shall have to be connected to nearest (available
sewer manhole/soak pit). Emptying soak pits on daily basis or as
per requirements including entire system pertaining to cottages,
dormitories, tent & other relevant structures dining hall etc. (by
mechanical means only) & disposal maintenance of same and

cleanliness of is scope of work of bitter.

3. The response to the allegations levelled in the application

are as follows:

a. Construction of Tent City in 100 Hectares- The applicant has
alleged that the tent city constructed by Respondent No. 11 & 12
is on 100 hectares. The allegation is false. It is submitted that
Hon'ble Tribunal vide order dated 17.03.2023 constituted 7
members joint committee and sought factual report from the
same. It is submitted that in compliance of the order dt.
17.03.2023, the joint committee visited the project and has filed
its inspection report before this Hon’ble Tribunal. The copy of the
report of the Joint Committee is Annexure Al. The joint
committee in its report has categorically stated that the Tent City
has been developed by Respondent No. 11 & 12 on 11 hectares

and 2.5 hectares respectively.

L\(.
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b. Discharge of sewage in river- It has been alleged in the
original application that the sewage of the tent city is directly
discharged into river Gana. It is further submitted that the
allegations that the sewage is being directly discharged in river
Ganga is false. The joint committee report has also pointed out
that no sewage is being discharged in the river. Similarly, the
joint committee inspection also found the place to be free from
indiscriminate littering of the MSW on the Tent city project
premises and adjoining area. Extensive arrangements have been
made to ensure disposal of sewage and MSW in accordance with
law. It is further submitted that the joint committee during
inspection has found impervious lining in swage sumps having
potential of some leakage. It is submitted that the issue will be

resolved and it will be ensured that there is no possibility of any

seepage of sewage.

¢ Violation of Ganga Rejuvenation order, 2016- It is
submitted that the activities in river Ganga and areas around it
having potential to cause pollution or obstruct of the free natural
flow are being regulated by River Ganga (Rejuvenation, Protection
& Management) Authorities Order, 2016. It is submitted that

Order 6 prohibits construction of any structure, weather
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permanent or temporary for residential or commercial or
industrial or for any other purpose in the river Ganga, bank of
river Ganga or its tributaries or active flood plain, area of river
Ganga or its tributaries. It is further submitted that the said order
permits raising of temporary structures after prior permission of
National Mission for Clean Ganga. It is submitted that the
answering respondent had sought permission of NMCG on
13.07.2022. The NMCG vide its letter dated 26.10.2023 has
accorded sanction for setting up of tent city for the year 2023-24
subject to certain conditions. The copy of the letter dt. 26.10.23 is
Annexure A2. Communications are being done with respect to

the compliances of conditions.

d. Denotification of Turtle Sanctuary- It has been alleged in
the Original Application that the Kachuwa Wildlife Sanctuary was
denotified contrary to law vide notification dated 17.03.2020. It is
submitted that the turtle wildlife sanctuary was notified by
Respondent No. 2 on 21.05.2009. It is submitted that the
pursuant to the referral by PCCF(WL) vide letter dated
14.03.2018 a study was conducted by the Wildlife Institute of
India. The Institute has submitted its report titled “Assessment of

the Wildlife Values of the Ganga River from Bijnor to Balia
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including Turtle Wildlife Sanctuary Uttar Pradesh” on 06.07.2018.
It is further submitted that on the basis of the finding of the
aforesaid study, Respondent No. 2 vide notification dated
17.03.2020 denotified the then existing Kachuwa Wildlife
Sanctuary. It is further submitted that based on the
recommendations of the Wildlife Institute of India, Respondent
No. 2 vide notification dated 17.03.2020 notified the area
bounded by both banks of river Ganga in the stretch of 30
kilometers along main stream of river Ganga in the district
Pryagraj, Mirzapur and Bhadohi as Kachuwa Wildlife Sanctuary.
Therefore, the denotification of one area and notification of
another area was done by the competent authority after following
due process established by law. It is further submitted that the
notification dated 17.03.2020 denotifying the area is subject to
the orders passed by the Hon’ble Supreme Court in I.A. No.
117425 & 117429 of 2019 in WP(C) 337/2019. The copy of the
notification dt.21.05.2009, report of the WII and the notification

dt. 17.03.2020 is Annexure A3(colly).

e. Operation without consent to operate by PCB- It is
submitted that the terms of the agreement executed between

answering respondent and respondent no. 11 & 12 stipulates that
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respondent no. 11 and 12 shall take consent to establish and
consent to operate from respondent no. 10 i.e., Uttar Pradesh
Pollution Control Board. It is submitted that the joint committee
has found that the respondent no. 11 and 12 did not obtain
consent to operate from Uttar Pradesh Pollution Control Board
before commencing operation for the year 2022-23. It is
submitted that the respondent no. 10 has initiated proceedings
for imposition of environment compensation. It is further
submitted that respondent no. 10 vide letters dated 04.07.2023
and 21.07.2023 has granted consent to operate under Section 25
of the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 and
under Section 21 of the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution)
Act, 1981 to respondent no. 11 and 12. The copy of the consent

granted by UPPCB is Annexure A4.

3: It is submitted that the joint committee report categorically
record that the city was established at a distance of 60 meters
from the flow of water. This Hon’ble Tribunal in O.A. No. 87/2015
vide judgement dated 02.03.2017 directed undertaking such
activities beyond 100 meters from the middle of the river. It is
submitted that there is suitable site for setting up of tent city

beyond 100 meters from the flow of the water. The answering
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respondent undertakes to setup the tent city in future beyond 100

meters from the flow of water.

4. It is submitted that the project did not cause any damage to
the environment and health of the river Ganga. The answering
respondent is conscious of its obligations and shall earnestly
follow the law in letters and spirits. The compliance of all

statutory laws will be ensured by answering respondent.

PRAYER

It is, therefore, most respectfully prayed that this Hon'ble
Tribunal may graciously be pleased to dismiss the original

application. Or such other order as deem fit may be passed.

Respondent No.9

Through \
e
LRQJ;V Kumw;\—algwao
PvvPecty offy
N :5&, ficen

Mo No. 3518102803

DaTE-29-11-2021
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(Y
BEFORE THE HON'BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
AT NEW DELHI
OA NO. 203 OF 2023

Tushar Goswami ... Appellant

-VERSUS-
Union of India & Ors. ...Respondents

AFFIDAVIT
AFFIDAVIT OF SH, RAJ1vV KUmAR JOISWM_ AGED ABOUT 5¢ ‘
YAERS S/O LATE PyARe LAL . PRESENTLY POSTED AS Propory cjicer

~YARANASI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, GOVERNMENT OF UTTAR

PRADESH HAVING OFFICE AT B . VUTTAR
1. That I am posted as stated above and well conversant with

the facts of the present case and as such competent to swear this
affidavit before this Tribunal.
2. That the accompanying reply has been drafted by our
counsel upon my instructions.
3. That the contents of the accompanying reply are true and

correct and the knowledge has been derived from official records

f
[

nd nothing material has been concealed there from.

¢
DEPONENT
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Verified on solemn affirmation at Varanasi on this 29 day
November 2023, that the contents of the foregoing affidavit are
true and correct to the best of my knowledge and no part of it is
false and nothing material has been concealed there fro

¢
DEPONENT

SWORN & VERIFIED
;;9/ !
and Ad!l.

NOTARY GO .OF UL

0. 24-5-85
Varanlsl




404




405 Annexuye f }:} -| }

_ J.OINT INSPECTION REPORT OF TENT CITY, VARANASI, U. P.

IN THE MATTER OF

TUSHAR GOSWAMI VERSUS UNION OF INDIA & ORS. (O. A. No. 203 of 2023)

1. Background:

" Hon'ble NGT, Principal Bench, New Delhi has passed order on dated 17.03.2023 in
the matter of Tushar GoswamiV/s Union of India & Ors. (O. A. No. 203 of 2023) for factual
report of tent city, Varanasi which was developed by M/s Praveg (India) Communications

Limited and M/s Niraan the Tent City, Varanasi, U. P. The relevant portion of the order is as
below: - fek

| :
“....3. Before passing further order, we find it nécessary to seek a factual report from a
seven rﬁember_ joint Committee of NMCG, MoEF&CC, CPCB, Chief Wild Life Warden,
'Uﬁar Pradesh, Ir:rz'gatfon and Water Resource Department, Uttar Pradesh, State PCB and
. District Magistrate, Varanasi. NMCG and State PCB will jointly be the nodal agency for
c&or_dination and compliance. The Committee may meet within one week. It will be open to
Committee to conduct proceedings online or offline, to undertake visit to the site and interact
 with éonéerned authorities and stakeholders. The Cbmmiitee may ascertain legality of the
project, impact of the project on the Turtle Wildlife Sanctuary, river Ganga and integrity of
thé flood plain and. mandate of Ganga order 2016 and any other incidental issues like liquid
and solid waste management, power supply and its sources.
4. The Committee rﬁay Jurnish its report to this Tribunal within two. mbnrhs by e-mail at
Judicial-ngt@gov.in preferably in the form of searchable PDF/OCR Support PDF and not in
the form of Image PDF with a copy to the Chief Secretary, Government of Uttar Pradesh and

_ 'Project Proponents for their response, if any.

List for further consideration on 26.05.2023 "Copy of reference NGT order dated .

.1-?.03.202.3 is annexed as Annexure-A.

OA No. 203 of 2023 TusharGoswamiPage 1 of 12
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Subsequently, inspection of tent city, Varanasi, U. P. was carried out by a joint committee

‘on-May .2“‘1, 2023 comprising follow_ing officials:

‘1. Dr. A. K. Gupta, Scientist E,MoEF&CC, Integrated Regional'Ofﬁce,Lﬁ'cknow-
2. Sh. Gulab Chandra, ADM (City), Varanasi, | |
3. Sh. Rajat Kumar Gupta, Sr. Waste Management Spemahst NMCG, Delhl
4. Sh. Dinesh- Kumar Pandwal, Chief Engineer (Son), Irrigation and Water
Resource Department, Varanasi. _ ' .
5. Sh. RunaOraon, Scientist “D”, CPCB, Regional Directorate, LUCkHOW,
"~ 6. Dr.S. C. Shukla, Regional Officer, U.P Pollution Control Board, Varanasi. '

No representative of Chief Wild Life Warden was present.The salient details, ob'ser'v.atiﬂin |

and recommendation/conclusion based on the inspection is summarized as below:

2. Sélient Details of Tent City: _ )
2.1 Vlaranasi Development Authority (VDA), Varanasi has invited paﬂies't_hrough
e- tending on dated 21.07.2022 for development of the tent city in the bank of River
Ganga at Varanasi,U.P. based on tendering process. VDA issued letter of intent (Lol)
on 01.12.2022 to M/s Praveg(India) Communication Limited and M/s Niraan the
Tent City for the development of the tent, respectively. Tent city is developed -
opposite side of Chet Singh Ghaton River Ganga, which is located right bank of
River Ganga. VD% has made agreement with both parties on 01.12.2022 and
14.12.2022 respectively for the development of tent city. Both tent cities are 1003128(.1_
~adjacent to each other. Following are the major conditions imposed by the VDA in
the agreement. : _
2.1.1 The operator of the tent city shall be liable to abide by the rules, regulatlons _
and guideline laid down by National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG),
National Green Tribunal (NGT) , Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB),
Uttar Pradesh Pollution Control Board(UPPCB) and any other as effective -
- from time to time. . .
2.12 The sludge tank capacity shall be ade'quate as per the requirements of the site -
and the machines shall have standard capacity vacuum pump. The suctlon

OA No. 203 of 2023 TusharGoswamiPage 2 of 12
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machines will be used daily in 2-3 shifts for cleaning of soak pits/ septic tanks
in the tent city area managed by the operator.

2.1.3  The sewerage shall have to be connected to nearest (available sewer manhole/
soak p_it;) Emptying soak pits on daily basis or as per requirements including
entire system pertaining to cottages dormitories, tent & other relevant
structures dining hall etc. (by mechanical means -only) & disposal
maintenance of same and cleanliness of is scope of work of bitter. (Copy of

) Agreement is attached as Annexure-B) _ ;

2.2 Commissioner/Chairman of VDA convened meeting on 05.8.2022, During this
meeting various district authorities were present discuss about the establishment of
the tent city. It is pertinent to mention here that in the para 9 of the minutes of

- meeting (MOM) dated 16.8.2022 it is written that the land belongs to the revenue

department and mentioned as “reta” in the revenue record. The VDA vide letter
dated 03.8.2022 requested to DM Varanasi for issuance of NOC for establishment of
the Tent Cify in the above mentioned revenue land. (Copy of MOM is attached as
Annexure-C) _

. 2.3 District Magistrate, Varanasi issued NOC vide letter dated 12:01.2023. - (Copy of

. NOC is attached as Annexure-D)

3. Observations of the committee on each tent city project:

3.1.M/s -Priweg Communications (India) Limited: -

1) M/s Praveg Communications (India) Limited has developed tent city in 20-

. hectare land.It is located on the opposite side of Assi Ghat of River Ganga.

if) It is informed by the Project Proponent (PP) that demarcation of area has been
carried out by VDA but at present the tent city has been developed only on 11
hectare land. _ ' :

- iii) The agree'ment between VDA and tent city holder is for five years. It is

informed by Project Proponent (PP) that cdnstructidn of the tent city was started
on 01.12.2022. It is made operational on 15.01.2023 and proposed to be closed

by 31.05.2023. PP has also informed that all the tents and structures will be
removed by 30.06.2023.

OA No. 203 of 2023 TusharGoswamiPage 3 of 12




.1v) Uttar Pradesh Pollution Control Board (UPPCB) has granted COI’ldlthIlal Consent
to Establish (CTE) under plOVlSlOI‘lS of Water (Preventlon and Control of
Pollu‘uon) Act, 1974 and Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 _Vlde
letter no.l 174835/UPPCB/Varanasi (UPPCBRO):’CTE;’VARANASIIZDZB dated
12.01.2023 to M/s Praveg Commutations (India) Limited. (Copy of CTE -is
attached as Annexure E-1).

v) Committee observed that the project is operational without getting Consent to

. Operate (CTO) from UPPCB violating the condition no. 4 of the CTE which
clearly states that the “industry will not start its operation, unless CTO is obtained
under Water and Air act”

vi) It was observed that the tent city has been established on River Bed. At the time of
inspection it was observed that The River Ganga is flowing a far approx. 60 m
from the boundary of Tent City.

. v11)Floatmg temporary jetty has been established by the PP in River Ganga for
bathmg etc.

viii) PP has hired 03 motor boats with capacity of 0I8 seater, 16-seater and 40- .
seater. '

ix) Tent City is established in two phases. Patch one comprises of 58 tents and patch
two comprises of 82 tents. Each tent house has been provided with separate -
bathroom, toilet and other basic amenities.

i Committee observed few permanent construction of red brick chamber I(ap'prox. 1
X 1 meter) on river bed site, which is being used for sewage collection. These
brick type sewage sumps are having brick lined bottom but without émy
impervious liner, which may lead downward seepage. Overall, the chamber is
working as soak pit on river bed. (Photo attached as Annexure F)

xi) Committee observed that the system made for sewage management is not up to "

the mark, various issues like slope/gradient of pipe, chamber construction etc. is -

not proper for collection of sewage.

OA No. 203 of 2023 TusharGoswamiPage 40f12
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- xii)The sewage is collected byl a tanker from the sumps of the tent city and is
| transported to main sump 13 KL from where it is pumped to the 10 MLD STP at
Ramnagar for treatment.
- xiii)D.G. sets of capacity 3X250 KVA and 1X125 KVA have been installed with
. accoustic enclosure but the stack height is not as per prescrlbed norms.

However, as per CTE only two DG sets of 250 KVA were allowed to be
installed.

3.2. M/s Niraan the Tent City: -
i) M/s Niraan the Tent City. has developed the tent city in 10 hectare land. It is
_ located on opposite side of Assi Ghat of River Ganga.
if) It is informed by the Project Proponent (PP) that the tent city has been developed-
| only one 2.5 hectare land in demarcated area of VDA.

iif)  The agreement between VDA and tent city holder is for five years. It is
informed by Project Proponent (PP) that construction of the tent city was
started on 01.12.2022. It is made operational on 15.01.2023 and proposed to
be closed by 31.05.2023. PP has also informed that all the tents and structures
will be removed by 30.06.2023. _ _

iv) - Uttar Pradesh Pollution Control Board (UPPCB) has granted conditional
Consent to Establish (CTE) under provisions of Water (Prevention and
Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 and Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution)
Act, 1981 vide letter no. 1 74690!UPPCBN aranasi
(UPPCBRO)/CTE/VARANASI/2023 dated 12.01.2023 to M/s Niraan the
Tent City. (Copy of CTE is attached as AnnexureE-2).

V) Committee observed that the project is operational without getting Consent to
Operate (CTO) from UPPCB violating the condition no. 4 of the CTE which
clearly states that the “industry will not start its operation, unless CTO is

~ obtained under Water and Air act” _

vi) It was observed that the tent city has been established on River Bed. At the
time of inspection it was ob-served that The River Ganga is flowing a far

approx. 60 m from the boundary of Tent City.
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Vi i) It is observed that construction of tent city has been carried out on River Bed..
River Ganga is flowing approx. 60 m from the boundary wall of Tent City. Tent _
City has also made structure for bathing as well as jetty for boating in almost maln
stream of river Ganga.
viii)PP has hired 05 boats with capacity 10-seater, 20-seater. 20-§eater 30-seater and .
50-seater. |
ix) Tent city is constructed in four phases comprises 120 tents. Each phase comprises ‘
of 30tents. Tent houses were developed in each phase along with the 'separate
bathroom and basic amenities in the tents. - .
'x) Committee observed few permanent construction of red brick chamber (approx. -
1.5 X 1.5 meter) on river bed site, which is being used for-sewﬁge water, these
brick type sewage sumps are having brick lined bottom without any imperwllibus
liner, which may lead downward seepage. Overall, Chamber work as soak pit on.
river bed. (Concern photo attached as Annexure F)
3 xi) Commiittee observed that PP have 05 nos. of enclosed type DG sets (capacity
' 4X125 KVA and 1X250 KVA) on site, with improper stack height. However,
CTE allow only 4 DG set with capdcity of 125 KVA only.

‘4. Legal aspect of the projects:
.4l Legality of the projects: - : _

i) Both the projects obtained licence from Electrical safety and Nagar Nigam,
Varanasi. (Copy of letter is attached as Annexure )

ii) Uttar Pradesh Pollution Control Board (UPPCB) has granted Consent to Establish
(CTE) under water act, 1974 and Air Act, 1981 vide le&er_ no.
174835/UPPCB/Varanasi (UPPCBRO)/CTE/VARANASI/2023 dated 12.01.2023.
to M/s Praveg Commutationé (India) Limitedand vide letter né.'

174690/UPPCB/Varanasi (UPPCBRO);’CTE;’VARAN ASU2023 dated
12.01. 2023to M/s Niraan the Tent City respectively.

ii) Both the project operated their project without obtaining CTO under water act,
1974 and air act, 1981 from UPPCB.

OA No. 203 of 2023 TusharGoswanﬁPage 60of 12




-1v) Section 6 (3) of The River:Ganga (Rejuvenation, Protection and Management)
Authérfries order, 2016,clearly states that “No person shall construct any
structure, whether permanen? or temporary for residential or commercial or
industrial or any other purposes in the River Ganga, Bank of River Ganga or its
tributaries or active flood plain area of River Ganga or its tributaries: Provided

' thatin exceptional circumstances like nalural calamities or religious events at
traditional locations, temporary structures can be raised after prior
permls'uon of the National Mission for Clean Ganga acting through the State
Ganga Commltlee and the District Ganga Committee”, (Copy of notification
is annexed as Annexure —G) '

v) VDA had not obtained prior permission from NMCG for setting of tent city.on
river Ganga bed opposite to Assi Ghat in district Varanasi. Varanasi Development
Authority (VDA) filed application on 27.04.2023 before NMCG with application
number NMCG202342?]8929'(Annexed as annexure H-1, H-2). NMCG has

made certain observation and sought clarification on the application in the matter

(Annexed as annexure H-3).

4.2.Impact of the project on the Turtle Wildlife Sanctuary |

i) The tent city was allowed to be established on the Kachhua (Turtle) Wildlife

Sanctuary, Varanasi which was notified vide letter no. 1485/1 4-4-2008-823/2008,

dated 21.05.2009 which was rescind vide notification - no. 336/81-4-2020-

823/2008 TC Lucknow, dated 1? 03.2020 with foot note that the notification shall

be subject to the final decision of the Supreme Court in LA. No 117425/2019 and

117429/2019 in Writ Petition Civil No. 337/1995.(Copy of Turtle sanctuary is
annexed as Annexure —I-1)

- i1) Further, Govt of Uttar Pradesh vide notification no. 346f81-4 2020- 823K2008TC

dated 17/03/2020 notified its intention to constltute the area a]ong both sides of 30

km stretch of river Ganga falling in the districts of Bhadohi, Prayagraj and

Mirzapur. (Copy of de-notified the turtle sanctuary is annexed as Annexure —
1-2)
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4.3.River.Gang_a and Integrity of Flood Plain
"i) The materials used for establishment of Tent City / temporary structures ‘aré._
| wooden planks, ply boards fixed to iron channel, frames and canvas placed over
the sandy river bed. aay _
i) For the development of the Tent City and levelling of the sand light earth
' moving machines might have been used. For placing sewage collection tanks /
conveyance pipeline etc, minor excavation for about 2 — 3 m has been |
undertaken. . . .. .
iii) In addition to it few tanks/sumps have also been con'struc_ted using red brick and
- cement mortar for intermediate collection and conveyance of sewage. These
- brick type sewage sumps are havmg brick lined bottom but without any
impervious liner.
iv)  The PPs have put in place the mechanism to collect the sewage / solid waste and
its conveyance to existing sewage treatment plant (STP) / municipal solid waste
(MSW) processing facility with no discharges / disposal either into rivcf or on.
the river bed. The site was observed by the joint committee to be largely free:
from indiscriminate htlermo of municipal solid waste or sewage on the Tent. Clty
premises and adjoining river / river bed.
v)  In order to provide electricity connection for the Tent City, the UPPCL has .
erected poles in the river bed with brick-cément foundation.
vi) The Tent City does not obstruct the flow of the river.
vii) High Flood Level (HFL) of River Ganga in Varanasi is 73.901 m (Year-1978). It
indicates that both projects are lie within HFL. (Google: satellite image i_s"'.
 attached). i
iii) Google image of tent city is annexed as Annexure —J)
‘5. Mandate of Ganga order 2016
g, i) As per Section 6 (3) of The River Ganga (Rejwena:z‘dn, Protection and
'Managemenr) Authorities order, 2016”No person shall construct any structure,
whether permanent or temporary for residential or commercial or 1ndustr1al or any

other purposes in the River Ganga, Bank of River Ganga or its tributaries or active

flood plain area of River Ganga or its tributaries:
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Provided that in exceptional circumstances like natural calamities or re]igious events
-at traditional locations, temporary structures can be raised after prior permission of
. the National Mission for Clean Ganga acting through the State Ganga Committee and :
- the District Ganga Committee. It is clear that both prcgects are constructed as against

_prowsmn of The River Ganga (Rejuvenation, Protection and Management)
Authorities order, 2016.

.. a) The VDA had informed NMCG about operation of the project vide letter no.

: 414/Vi Pra/Na, Ni./2022-23 dt. 13.07.2022. Copy of VDA is attached as annexure-K.

. However VDA apply for the permission formerly. The application of permission was
‘submitted by‘VDA on 27.04.2023 about which processing is underway.

b) The PPs obtamed ‘Consent To Establish (CTE)’ issued by UPPCB but did not obtain
CTO so far.

6. Liquid Waste Management: -
1) . During inspection bore wells rooms were found closed. Hence status for installation
o meter could not verified. :
ii). M/s Praveg éCommunicaﬁons (India) Limited (hereinafter called as project-1) has
provided ZOiPVC tanks with capacity 5000 litre each for storage of fresh water.
Similarly, M/s Niraan the Tent City (hereinafter called as project-2) has provided 08
PVC tanks with capacity 2000 litres each for storage of fresh water.
iiij Project-1 has installed 06 tanks for collectlon of waste water.Waste water is lifted
through tanker and send to common waste water collection tank (capacity:13 KL).
‘Project -2 has installed 02 tanks with capacity 5.0 KL for collection of waste water
from phase 3 & 4.Waste water from phase -1 & 2 of Project-2 is sent directly to the
~ common waste water collection tank. Waste water from collection tank is pumped to
- Ramnagar STP (Capacity-10 MLD). It is informed by pumping statlon
representative, till date of inspection approx 4000 KLD of sewage has been sent for
- treatment. Water meter reading of common waste water collection tank pumped to
Ramnagar STP was not found maintained during the visit.

- 1v) Flow meter has been installed for waste water sent to STP. However, no proper log’

book is maintained.

OA No. 203 of 2023 TusharGoswamiPage 9of12
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7. SolidWaste Management: - _
_ i)' As informed, generation of solid waste from M/s Praveg Comniuhications (India) .
~ Limited and M/s Niraan the Tent city is approx. 100 kg/day and 60 ke/day
respectively. No proper log book is being maintained for solid waste generation and
disposal. Solid waste from each tent and common area are collected in three
: col.lection' bins installed in each project. Solid waste from these bins is lifted by
' Varanasi Nagar Nigam and processed at Solid Waste Processing Plant (capamty 600
Tonne/day) at Karsada, Varanasi.
i) Solid waste is not segregated at site by the Projects Proponants. .
iii) It is informed that Nagar Nigam is lifting solid waste on alternate day.
iv) The site was observed by the joint committee to be largely free from indiscriminate

- littering of municipal solid waste or sewage on the Tent City premises and ad_;ommg 2

" river / river bed.

8. Power Supplies: -

' .i) M/s Praveg Communications (India) Limited has obtained permanent power
connection from UPPCL for 1200 KVA. 04 enclosed type DG sets with capacity
3X250 KVA and 1X125 KVA has been installed for power back up w1thout proper *-
stack helght (Photograph taken durmg inspection is attached ) i

ii) M/s Niraan the tent city has obtained permanent power connection from UPPCL for
400 KW. 05 enclosed type DG sets with capac;,ity 4X125 KVA and 1X250 KVA has
~been installed for power back up without proper stack height. |
iii) Both the project setup more number of DG sets, against the as mentioned in the CTE
. issued by UPPCB. Howeyer they are used very occasionally during -p'ower cuts.
.. iv) UPPCL has developed the temporary electricity line in the river bed and arranged |
~ temporary transformer to the both tent cities for power requirement, _
'_v) As per tender TOR issued by the Varanasi Development Authority (VDA) the l_i'scr'
will pay the actual bill and the cost of electrification and Di-electrification charges

- when the area will be handed over to the actual user every year.

_ ‘OA No. 203 of 2023 TusharGoswamiP;ge 100f12
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F.No. TE-12013/1/2023-0/0 ED (T} NMCG
National Mission for Clean Ganga
Department of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation
Government of India

1" Floor, Major Dhyan Chand National Stadium,
India Gate, New Delhi - 110 002

Dated:44-Oct 2023
To, <
Vice Chairman
Varanasi Development Authority,

Raja Uday Pratap Marg, Pannalal Park,
Varanasi (UP)- 221002

Email: vda\rarauag@gmail,ggm

Kind Attn.: Shri Sunil Kumar Verma
Reference:

{a) VDA Application for 'Prior Approval for Development of Tent City in Varanasi’ vide
application no, NMCG202342718929 dated 27" April 2023

(b) VDA letter no. 167//0 Wlo /& o f0/2023-24 dated 28" April 2023
(c) River Ganga (Rejuvenation, Protection and Management) Authorities Order, 2016,
(hereinafter referred as Authority Notification 2016)

(d) NMCG letter no. TE-12013/1/2023-0/0 ED (T) NMCG dated 23" May 2023-10-23
(e) VDA letter no. 313/DA/TP/23-24 dated 24" May 2023.

Sir,

1. This has reference to the application referred at (a) above and the clarifications
submitted vide letter referred at (e) above.

2. The application and the clarifications provided have been examined and it is to convey
that: '

(a)Application for the ‘Prior-Approval’ for the project “Development of Tent City in
Varanasi” has been made after the project has already been implemented at site in
year 2022. The application for the year 2022 has accordingly not been considered as
there only exists provision for 'Prior-approval’ in the Ganga Authority Notification
2016, cited at Ref. c) above. The application has accordingly not been examined
further.

(b)The prior-approval applications in this matter will be considered on year on year
basis. VDA may accordingly seek prior-approval on annual basis while also submitting
the Environmental Impact Assessment of the previous year implementation.

(c) For the consideration of the application for the year 2023

i. VDA to provide Environmental Impact Assessment study and flood plain demarcation
notification.
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VDA may develop the project in the proposed locntion on a limited scale {(not mare
than 40% of the VDA proposed tent city area & coltages) that too with temporary
structures, which are not detrimaental to the environment, subject to the conditions
that

{a) No-Objection-Certilicate taken the State Ganga Committee and District Ganga
Committee and furnished to NMCG, as per para 6{3) of the Authority Order, 20146

{b) the proposed Tent City shall comply with provisions of Water Act (1974) and
Environment Protection Act 1984, as amended,

{c) No waste from the project shall be disposed of into to river Ganga ar its flood plains,

{d) development of emergency preparation and compliance to the and

{e) compliance with the conditions imposed by various agencies like VDA, UPPCRE, YhRM,
Fire & Safety department, D/o Irrigation etc.

{1} these temporary structures shall be removed and that status-ante is restored within a

period of 6 months or earlier, from the date the permission is granted, as the case

may be.

fli. VDA may also propose to develop such temporary facility outside the active flood
plains, duly notified by the Government and identifiable on the ground and subject to
the conditions that
(a) plan for putting up tents outside active floodplain including coverage propesed is
submitted, -
(b) flood plain demarcation duly notified by State Govt be furnished to NMCG,
(c) the proposed Tent City shall comply with Environment Protection Act 1986, as
amended,
{d) No waste from the project shall be disposed of into to river Ganga or its flood plains,
(e) development of emergency preparation and compliance to the and
(f)} compliance with the conditions imposed by various agencies like VDA, UPPCB, VNN,
Fire & Safety department, D/o Irrigation etc.
3. NMCG reserves the right to revoke the permission granted, without assigning any
reasons.
4. This issues with the approval of DG, NMCG

Yoprs faithfully,

(Nalin Sriva's'.‘tﬂava)
Deputy Director General
Copy for information to:
1. Chairman, Varanasi Development Authority, Raja Uday Pratap Marg, Pannalal Park,
Varanasi (UP)- 221002
2. PSto DG, NMCG
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MOST URGENT/COURT MATTER
F.No. No TE-12013/1/2023-0/0 ED(T)
National Mission for Clean Ganga
Department of Water Resources, River Development
& Ganga Rejuvenation
Ministry of Jal Shakti

Major Dhyanchand National Stadium,
Near India Gate, New Delhi-110002
Dated: 09.11.2023

Subject: In the matter of OA no 203/2023 - Tushar Goswami Versus Union of India
& Ors before the Hon’ble NGT (Principal Bench) - proposal, from the Varanasi
Development Authority (VDA), for setting up the Tent City Project at Varanasi (U.P)

k%

Reference is invited to the above cited matter, seized before the Hon'ble NGT (PB)
wherein the proposal, for setting up the Tent City Project at Varanasi (U.P), during the
year 2023, by the Varanasi Development Authority (VDA) is under consideration.

2. In this regard, this office vide letter no TE-12013/1/2023-0/0 ED(T) dated 26.10.2023
has sought certain further information/comments, as mentioned in the said letter for
consideration of the “Tent City Project” during the period 2023,

3.Further to the Hon'ble NGT’s order dated 30.10.2023 the following details/information
may be furnished: -

(i) the Environmental Impact Assessment(EIA) /Environment Management Plan(EMP)
study, if any, conducted of the event held during the previous year 2022-2023;

(i) The composite site plan, location detailing the area duly indicating whether the
proposed site is in “Flood Plain Zone /river bed/prohibited area” and the EIA/EMP Study
Report from the accredited agency for the current proposal for the year 2023.

(iii) The Flood plain zone demarcation, in the river Ganga at Varanasi (U.P) from the
department of Irrigation (U.P) or any other institutions/department of the State
Government of U.P;

(iv) The alternative site/location, other than flood plain Zone or river bed at Varanasi U.P),
which may be developed by the VDA for organizing the proposed event on a limited scale
(not more than 40% of the VDA proposed tent city area & cottages) that too with
temporary structures, which are not detrimental to the environment;
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(v) No-Objection-Certificate from the State Ganga Committee and the District Ganga
Committee of the concerned district, in the state of U.P as per paragraph 6(3) of the
Authority Order, 2016;

(vi) The consent to operate the Tent City Project from the UP State PCB in accordance
to the provisions of the Water (P&C of P) Act, 1974, the Air (Prevention and Control of
Pollution) Act, 1981 and the Environment (Protection) Act 1886, as amended and other
concerned department of the state government of U.P including Disaster Management
Authority;

(vii) The Solid waste management plan from the Varanasi Nagar Nigam and the UP State
PCB;

(vili) The emergency preparedness plan and measures taken therefore for securing the

compliance including from the Fire & Safety department, Department of Irrigation etc.;

(ix) That only the temporary eco- friendly structures shall be consider which shall be
removed and that status ante restored within a period of 6 months or earlier, from the
date of their installation or as may be directed, as the case may be.

4. As the above subject matter is listed for further consideration on 30.11.2023, the above
details/information may be arranged to be provided at an early date.

5.. This issues with the approval of the competent authority.

Anup -Kumér Srivastava
Executive Director (Tech), NMCG
To

The Vice Chairman, Varanasi Development Authority Varanasi (U P)
Copy to:
(1) PS to the Chief Secretary State Government of U.P Secretariat Lucknow (U.P)
(2).PS to the Secretary (Environment) State Government of U.P  Secretariat Lucknow

(U.P) -
(3) PS to the Secretary (Irrigation) State Government of U.P Secretariat Lucknow (U.P)

Copy for information to:

(HPPS to the Secretary, DOWR,RD&GR, Ministry of Jal Shakt,
Shram Shakti Bhawan, New Delhi

(i) PS to the DG, NMCG,

(i) ED(Project ), NMCG
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Varanasi Development Authority, Varanasi
Raja Udai Pratap Marg, Panna Lal Park, Varanasi-221002

Executive Director (Technical)
National Mission on Clean Ganga (NMCG)

Department of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation
Government of India

1* Floor, Major Dhyan Chand Stadium
India Gate, New Delhi- 110002

References:

a) NMCG Letter No TE-12013/1/2023-O/o ED(T) NMCG Dated 26.10.2023
b) NMCG Letter No TE-12013/1/2023-O/o ED(T) NMCG Dated 09.11.2023

Sir,

With reference to the above communication received from NCMG in the matter of of OA
No. 203/2023- Tushar Goswami Versus Union of India & Ors before the Hon'ble NGT (Principal
Bench)- regarding proposal of Varanasi Development Authority for “Development of Tent City
Project in Varanasi”, the para-wise compliance report is hereunder: '
Compliance of Points raised via letter dated: 26.10.2023

2(a) | Application for the 'Prior-Approval' | No compliance required.
for the project "Development of
Tent City in Varanasi" has been
made after project has already
been implemented at site in year
2022. The application for the year
2022 has accordingly not been
considered as there only exists
provision for 'Prior-approval" in the
Ganga Authority Notification 20186,
cited at Ref. c¢) above. The
appliéation has accordingly not

been examined further.

2(a) The Prior-approval application in | The direction will be followed for ‘Prior
this matter will be considered on | Approval’ in coming years and application for
year-on-year basis. VDA may | ‘Prior Approval’ will be given in advance by
accordingly seek Prior-approval on | VDA/Tent City Operators.

annual basis while also submitting
the Environmental Impact
Assessment of the previous year

implementation.

?uae{a:{)c



2(c) I.

VDA- is in prepafing

VDA to provide Environmental ‘process  of
Impabt Assessment study and | Environmental Impact Assessment Report of
flood plain demarcation notification. | the Tent City and the Interim report for
Environmental Impact Assessment s
attached herewith and marked as Annexure-
1.
2(c) Il. | VDA may develop the project in the | The condition will be complied in the coming

proposed location on a limited
scale (not more than 40% of the
VDA proposed tent city area &
cottage) that too with temporary
structures, which are not
detrirpental to the environment,

subject to the conditions that.

year of 2023-24 and 40% of area shall be
allocated to the tent city operators. Only
temporary structure shall be allowed to build
Only
temporary structures were used to built tent
city in the year 2022-23.

the Cottages and other facilities.

a)  No-Objection-Certificate

taken the state Ganga
Committee and  District
Ganga Committee and

furnished to NMGC, as per
6(3) of the Authority Order,
2016

No-Objection-Certificate from District Ganga
Committee already obtained and attached at
Annexure-2. The proposal is sent by VDA to
Member Convener, State Ganga Committee
NoC. The member has
forwarded the application to NMCG and the

letter is attached as Annexure-3.

for convenor

b) the proposed Tent city shall
~comply with provision of
Act (1974)

. Environment Protection Act

water and

1986, as amended,

The provisions of Water Act (1974) and

Environment Protection Act 1986

(as
amended) will be complied.

c) No waste from the project
shall be disposed of into to
river Ganga or its flood

plains,

The Sewage and waste water of the whole
tent city is collected in the sump developed
by UPJN on the back side of the tent city.
The sewage is then pumped and connected
to the functional 'STP in the Ramnagar
through sewer lines laid by UP Jal Nigam,
hence no sewage is disposed of into to river
Ganga or its flood plains.

Solid waste is collected by the tent city
operators and stored in the larger bins
installed at outside the tent city. The solid
waste is then collected and send to landfill
site/disposal sites by closed vehicles of
Varanasi Nagar Nigam.

Pa% Lcn:)‘é
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d) Development of emergency | National Disaster Response Force (NDRF)
preparation and compliance | shall be deployed at the venue and safety
to the énd guard will also be deployed in case of

emergency. All fire norms will be complied by
the vendors and regular visit of fire officers
will happen.

e) (Compliance with the | All the conditions imposed by various

. condition imposed by | agencies like VDA, UPPCB, VNN, fire &

various agencies like VDA,
UPPCB, VNN, fire & Safety
Dlo

department, Irrigation

ete.

Safety department, D/o Irrigation etc. shall be
complied with.

2(c) L.

VDA may also propose to develop
such temporary facility outside the
active flood plains, duly notified by
the Government and identifiable on
the ground and subject to the

conditions that

VDA has tried to identify location outside
flood plain, but due to heavy built up and
non-availability of land, it is not possible to
get land outside the flood plain. The letter
from concerned department is annexed at
Annexure-4.

a)

* outside

Plan for putting up tents
active floodplain
including coverage

proposed is submitted.

b)

demarcation
duly notified by State Govt
be furnished to NMCG.

Flood plain

c)

The proposed Tent City
shall with
Environment Protection Act
1986, as amended.

comply

d)

" river Ganga or its flood

No waste from the project
shall be disposed of into to

plains.

e)

Development of emergency
preparation and compliance
to the and

with the
imposed by

Compliance
conditions
various agencies like VDA,

UPPCB, VNN, Fire & Safety

Poae 3 £
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department, D/o lIrrigation

ete.

Compliance of Points raised via letter

dated: 09.11.2023

3 (i) The Environmental Impact | VDA is in  process of preparing
Assessment (EIA) /Environment | Environmental Impact Assessment Repo'rt of
Management Plan (EMP) study, if | the Tent City and the Interim report for
any, conducted of the event held | Environmental Impact Assessment s
during the previous year 2022- | attached with the letter.

2023; Environment Management Plan (EMP) study
of the event held during the previous year
2022-2023 has not been prepared. As per
consultants advise, since the data is not
available now for that period, its not possible
to prépare the report now. However, the
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)/
Environment Management Plan (EMP) report
is under preparation for the current year and
will be submitted to NMCG.

3 (ii) The composite site plan, location | The site plan indicating the site locations is
detailing the area duly indicating | attached herewith as Annexure-5.
whether the proposed site is in | VDA is in process of preparing
"Flood Plain.  Zone Iriver | Environmental Impact Assessment Report of
bed/prohibited area" and the | the Tent City and the Interim report for
EIA/EMP Study Report from the | Environmental Impact Assessment s
accredited agency for the current | attached with the letter,
proposal for the year 2023. |

3 (iii) The Flood plain zone demarcation, | With reference to the demarcated of flood
in the river Ganga at Varanasi | plain area, Irrigation Department, Varanasi
(UP) from the department of | vide their letter no. 2622 Dated 21.11.2023
Irrigation (U.P) or any other | has informed that “The work of flood plain
institutions/department of the State | zone demarcation of river Ganga is under
Government of U.P; process from District Unnao to Ballia in Uttar

Pradesh”. The letter is attached as
Annexure-6.
3 (iv) The alternative site/location, other | The condition will be complied in the coming

than flood plain Zone or river bed
at Varanasi U.P), which may be
the VDA for
organizing the proposed event on a

developed by

limited scale (not more than 40% of

year of 2023-24 and 40% of area shall be
allocated to the tent city operators. Only
temporary structure shall be allowed to build
the Cottages and other facilities.

Paaa 44 £




) 425

the VDA proposed tent city area &
cottages) that too with temporary
structures,  which

are not

detrimental to the environment;

No-Objection-Certificate from the
State Ganga Committee and the
District Ganga Committee of the
concerned district, in the state of
U.P as per paragraph 6(3) of the
Authority Order, 2016,

No-Objection-Certificate from District Ganga
Committee already obtained and attached.
The proposal is sent by VDA to Member
Convener, State Ganga Committee for NoC.
The member convenor has forwarded the
application to NMCG and the
attached.

letter is

3 (vi)

The consent to operate the Tent
City Project from the UP-State PCB
in accordance to the provisions of
the Water (P&C of P) Act, 1974,
the Air (Prevention and Control of
Pollution) Act, 1981 the
Environment (Protection) Act 1986,
as amended and other concerned
the
upP

Disaster Management Authority:

and

department of state

government  of including

The consent to operate (CTO) was obtained
by the tent city operators, For the year-2022-
23, the CTO shall be obtained by respective
tent city operators and the conditions
mentioned in the CTO shall be complied with.

3 (vii)

The Solid waste management plan
from the Varanasi Nagar Nigam
and the UP-State PCB.

Solid waste is collected by the tent city
operators and stored in the larger bins
installed at outside the tent city. The solid
waste is then collected and send to landfill
site/disposal sites by closed vehicles of
Varanasi Nagar Nigam. The solid waste
management plan of VNN is attached

herewith at Annexure-7.

3 (viil)

The emergency preparedness plan
and measures taken therefore for
securing the compliance including
from the Fire & Safety department,

Department of Irrigation etc.;

The NoCs from Fire Department was taken
during previous year and will be taken in sub
The mock drills and

sequent years.

emergency preparedness is regularly
ensured through checks and monitoring
by different

departments. A temporary fire station is also

mechanism concerned

established in the tent city area and fire

tender vehicle stationed permanently there.

3 (ix)

That only the temporary eco-

Only eco-friendly, temporary structures is

?a-a«t faﬁ&
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friendly structures shall be consider | being allowed in the Tent City and it will be
which shall be removed and that | removed with zero effect to the land area
status ante restored within a period | there.

of 6 months or earlier, from the
date of their installation or as may

be directed, as the case may be.

Kindly consider the application with respect to the replies of comments above.

3

AR
(Pulkit Garg)

Vice Chairman C?C

rotteyAO.- 1194 M—f"f’f/%?: 22N e 2 B-1)~ 2024,

Copy for Information to:

1. DG, NMCG, New Delhi
2. Divisional Commissioner, Varanasi.
3. District Magistrate, Varanasi.

Vice Chairman Q
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EDIPL/CONSTRUCTION/2023/UP/VARA/EIR/INTERIM REPORT

i INTERIM REPORT 506, pnpesye-

ON

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

- FOR THE PROJECT

THE TENT CITY

AT

VARANASI, UTTAR PRADESH

NOVEMBER - 2023

Client: Consultant:
INDIA

ENV Developmental Assistance Systems (I) Pvt. Ltd.

pment Authority (VDA), C-363, Indira Nagar, Lucknow-226016
Raja Udai Pratap Marg, Panna Lal Park, : Ph: +91 522 4007470, 4107624,
Sikraul, Varanasi - 221002, U.P. Email; admin@dasindia.org

1 St

L




/31428

STUDY FOR ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT FOR THE

PROJECT “TENT CITY” AT VARANASI, U.P. INTERIM REPORT
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3.0 | APPROACH TO THE APPRAISAL

3.1 Introduction
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1.0 INTRODUCTION:

1.1 About Tent City:

A tent city has been set up on a 30-hectare area opposite the Ganga ghats of Varanasi towards
Ramnagar. It has been developed on the lines of the tent city at Rann of Kutch in Gujarat,
with a capacity to accommodate 200 people. The Kashi tent city is equipped with Swiss
cottages. Other than the stay and scenic view, the tent city is also equipped with amenities,
including the facility
to carry out religious
practices.

Besides, there will be
a food court &
restaurant. The Tent
City is in contractual
agreement with

Varanasi

Development _
Authority (VDA) for five years. It will be functional from January to May of each year and
before commencement of Monsoon season it will be dismantled. It is a mechanism to address

the seasonal shortfall of lodging accommodation during peak season in Varanasi.
1.2 Need for an Environmental Impact Assessment:

The Tent City Project by riverside of Ganga at Varanasi has been alleged to be detrimental to
flora and fauna and allegedly results in untreated sewage being directly discharged into River

Ganga, and it is also violation of River Ganga Authorities order of 2016.

The Hon’ble NGT constituted Joint Committee in its Report ex-facie shows some violation in

setting up of Tent City.

The Hon’ble NGT and the NMCG have highlighted the issues relating to environmental
norms, non-compliance of procedure and the remedial Action Plan. The NMCG has required

an Impact Assessment Study Report on Environmental parameters from VDA for the past

activities and a Flood Plain Demarcation Notification. It also requires an Impact Assessment
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Report along with the request for permission before the initiation of Tent é}t-y."activity in the

future.

The EIA can be thought of as a first step in the environmental assessment process, an
overarching appraisal that identifies the likelihood of significant effects of proposed activities
of the tent city. As the various activities are planned for several years. The Environmental

Impact Assessment (EIA) of this project will.
1.3 About this Interim Environmental Report:

The Process of Environmental Impact assessment will include baseline conditions,
identification & possible significant environmental effects, capture the cumulative effects of
the proposals and recommend mitigation measures to offset any identified significant adverse
environmental effects at an early stage. This Interim Environmental Report (IER) summarises

the planning & direction of work undertaken to and the proposed actions.

The EIA to be conducted will broadly conform to the EIA structure of 'EIA Notification,

September 2006 and, identification of additional sensitive areas. It will broadly cover:

a. Impact of setting up of temporary structure on the surface and sub-surface flora and

fauna of the flood plain.

b. Impact on the benthic layer of the River.

c. Proposed Liquid Waste Management System of the Tent City, its disposal and
impacts.

d. Identification of potential air pollution sources related to Tent City such as generators,
transportation etc.

e. Mechanism for Solid Waste Management System and its impacts in the Tent City.

f. Development of the Impact Matrix and Remedial Action Plan,
2.0 TENT CITY, VARANASI:

2.1 The Tent City: In Brief

The Tent City is a seasonal activity between December to May of next year on the flood plain
of river Ganga within the limits of City Varanasi, where all the structures and facilities are

removed before the onset of monsoon. The location of Tent city is opposite the

Dashashwamedh Ghat across the river. This location is determined to reduce the pressure of
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tourists and devotees on the Ghat at the time of Ganga Aarti. In Varanasi, there is a tradition
of performing “Ganga Aarti”
in evening as a religious
practice. The number tourists
flocked towards
Dashashwamedh  Ghat is
increasing exponentially to
observe the AARTI. The
Tent City is developed under
the provision of order-16
released by the Department

of Water Resources, River

Development and . Ganga

Rejuvenation (DoWR, RD & GR) under which construction of temporary structure for

religious activities is permitted.

Fig 1: Location of Tent City
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Facilities at the Site:

Accommodation / Tents: Other facilities: Security Arrangements:

Deluxe Swiss Cottage Banquet Hall 2 Police Posts from Ram Nagar
Police Station for 2 Tent Cities

Tent Premium Conference Halls (Capacity 800, | 1 Fire Tender and Fire Post
1500) '
VIP Lounge : 1 NDRF Post
Meeting Rooms 1 Jal Police Post
Total 265 Cottages in 2 | Café 1 Officer for Day to Day
Locations Monitoring of Issues
Dining Area
Club House with Library

Bed & Breakfast offered Badminton and Volley Ball Courts

Tour packages offered | Ferrying Boat services from Ghats
separately

o The Tent City caters to high accommodation demand and offers an alternative during

peak tourist seasons when conventional lodging options may be limited.

¢ The Tent City aims to  provide smart and sustainable solutions for its tourism

infrastructure. It is an innovative model that doesn't burden government finances.

» The Tent City takes advantage of a strategic location, by positioning it on the opposite
bank of the Dashashwamedh Ghat and provides visitors with an easily accessible

accommodation option that complements the city's vibrant atmosphere.

e The Tent City envisioned as more than just accommodation, the Tent City project will
offer a diverse range of cultural, religious, and water sports activities. This multifaceted

approach aims to enhance the overall visitor experience in Varanasi, transforming the site

into a dynamic hub of cultural and recreational activities.
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2.2 The Tent City: Review

In July, 2022 Varanasi development Board (VDA) floated a tender for development of a
tourist destination in Varanasi at the banks of the River Ganga in the form of Tent City. This
Tent city is to be setup for five months i.e. from January to May. Two companies namely M/s
Praveg (India) Communication Limited and M/s Niraan Tent City were issued Letter of
Intent (LOI) after the due process. The Tent City is permitted under the provisions of the
Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 and the Air (Prevention and Control
of Pollution) Act, 1981. VDA has communicated to NMCG vide letter No-
414/Vi.Pra/Na.Ni/2022-23 dated 13.07.2022 regarding approval and necessary action.
However, due to the petition filed in National Green Tribunal, a seven-member joint

committee was setup to ascertain legality of the project and its impact.

The Hon’ble NGT and the NMCG have highlighted the issues relating to environmental
norms, non-compliance of procedure and the remedial Action Plan. The NMCG has required
an Impact Assessment Study Report on Environmental parameters from VDA for the past
activities and a Flood Plain Demarcation Notification. It also requires an Impact Assessment

Report along with the request for permission before the initiation of Tent City activity in the

future.

2.3 The Tent City: Planning

* A tent city will been set up on the Ganga Ghats of Varanasi towards Ramnagar.

e It has been developed with the capacity to accommodate 200 + people.

e The Kashi tent city is to be equipped with Swiss cottages, broadly of three categories.

e The tent city is equipped with amenities to carry out religious practices.

e A grand pool on the floating jetty on which people can take holy dip in the Ganga is
established.

* Besides, there will be a food court & restaurant for the guests. The tent city would

also be packed with gaming zones, riding zones, spa zones and other facilities.

e The river-facing villas with a living area.
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2.4 Environmental parameters & measures in the Tent City:

The Tent City is planned and executed in an environmental friendly manner, however more
stringent measures with careful approach is required, as the Tent City is situated in the
riverbed of the Ganga. To reduce the compactation of sand in riverbed, temporary roads are
made up of checkered plates. Further, waterways are used for tourist movement. Waste
generation is the biggest problem' of such projects having higher footfall. Solid waste includes
kitchen waste, food waste and waste collected from tents and recreational areas, is regularly

collected by Varanasi Nagar Nigam (VNN) and disposed.

Waste water and sewage generated in the tents is collected through pipe lines in the red brick
sumps and further pumped to the Ramnagar STP for avoiding contamination to the river
water a 60 m No Activity Zone is kept between the river and the Tent City. Before
commencement of monsoon season all temporary structures of the Tent City are removed

from the riverbed and area is cleaned so that no waste or garbage can pollutes the river water.
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3.0 APPROACH TO THE APPRAISAL

3.1 Introduction

The EIA to be conducted will broadly conform to the EIA structure of EIA Notification,

September 2006 and, identification of additional sensitive areas. It will broadly cover:

a. Impact of setting up of temporary structure on the surface and sub-surface flora and

fauna of the flood plain.

b. Impact on the benthic layer of the River.

c¢. Proposed Liquid Waste Management System of the Tent City, its disposal and
impacts.

d. Identification of potential air pollution sources related to Tent City such as generators,
transportation etc.

e. Mechanism for Solid Waste Management System and its impacts in the Tent City.

f. Development of the Impact Matrix and Remedial Action Plan.
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However, it should be noted that in the present case, since the tent City has been removed, the
assessment can be only on the documentary evidences. For sub-sequent years, the impact

assessment would be done during the currency of the Tent City every year.

3.2 Outline of Environmental Impact Assessment

Process Details in Brief
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3.3 Defining Significance

Environmental impact assessment is for preventing actions with significant environmental
impacts from being implemented. It is possible that economic, social or political factors will
outweigh environmental factors in many instances. This is why the mitigation measures are
so central to EIA. Decisions on proposals in which the adverse environmental effects have
been mitigated are easier to make and justify than those in which mitigation has not been
achieved. The significance of EIA is:

1) EIA is a means to a larger intention — the protection and improvement of the
environmental quality of life.

2) EIA is a procedure to identify and evaluate the effects of activities (mainly human) on
the environment - natural and social. It is not a single specific analytical method or
technique, but uses many approaches as appropriate to the problem.

3) EIA is an integrated inter-disciplinary tool, evaluating phenomenon and relationships
as they occur in the real world.

4) EIA is an integral part of project planning. Its costs will be calculated as an adequate
part of planning and not regarded as something extra.

5) EIA does not necessarily give decisions but its findings should be considered in
policy and decision-making and should be reflected in final choices. Thus it is a part

of the decision-making process.

The findings of EIA will be focused on the significant and essential issues. It is also required
to provide a sufficient explanation on why they are important, and study its validity in order

to facilitate a basis for policy decisions.
3.4 Mitigating Adverse Effects

For each adverse environmental impact identified keeping in view the above factors and
environmental components, mitigation measures have to be identified to reduce and/or
eliminate the adverse impacts and recommended and impact analysis should be done in both
cases i.e if no mitigation measure is adopted by the project proponent and if all the mitigation

measure are adopted by the project proponent. In order to carry out analysis of environmental

impacts Checklist Method and Matrix Method have been adopted and the impact analysis has




(ay) 438

STUDY FOR ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT FOR THE
PROJECT “TENT CITY” AT VARANAS]I, U.P.

INTERIM REPORT_

been carried out for two alternatives: (1) Weighted Environmental Impacts without

considering any mitigation measures. (2) Weighted Environmental Impacts considering

mitigation measures. The impact checklist has been prepared based on the activities and

impacts.
CHECKLIST FOR IMPACT ANALYSIS
POTENTIAL IMPACT AREA | CONSTRUCTION PHASE OPERATION PHASE
Advers | No Beneficial | Adverse No Benefici
e ' al
A.LAND \ \
TRANSFORMATION
Sand Compactation
Leaching
B. AIR v v
Suspended Particulate Matter
Gaseous Pollution
Odour
Respirable Particulate Matter
C. WATER POLLUTION N \
Ground Water
Surface Water
Storm Water
D. LAND POLLUTION vV \
By Construction Waste
By Spillage of Solid Waste
E NOISE POLLUTION N N
F. VEGETATION & CROP |+ N
COVER (to be
assessed)
G. WILD LIFE N y
H. LAND USE N v
I. SOCIO-ECONOMIC v N
J. AESTHETIC v
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4.0 ENVIRONMENTAL SCENARIO
4.1 Baseline Environmental Conditions

The key factors involved for the assessment are divided into three groups. Each group is
further subdivided into relevant parameters. The reasons for assigning the due weightages to

different factors are given below.

4.1.1 General information:

Slope Percent: Natural slope of this site is important from the drainage consideration But,
land with higher slopes may pose difficulty in the construction and may need leveling up. To

prevent water logging, the site should not be concave i.e. there should not be any depression.

Topography: In general the site topography is to convex in relation to the surrounding so
that the rain-water is drained away from the site naturally. So, a site with convex topography

can be regarded as excellent and that with concave topography is regarded as bad.

Flood Proneness: In general, the flood prone areas are rejected. But the site can get flooded
incase of very high rainfall and without proper drainage. There is a possibility of water

contamination if the site gets flooded, but the project will be dismantled before monsoon.

Air Pollution: Though, generation of toxic fumes is not éxpected due to very nature of the
project but sand may create air pollution in form of dust formation. Prominent wind direction
may affect the population on the downstream side of the facility. So, any village within a
distance of one km downstream of the sites can be vulnerable to any air pollution due to the

Diesel generator. The sites have to be ranked as per the degree of impact on the downstream.

Infrastructure: Out of all the infrastructures required at the Tent City site, the approach road
and the power supply are the most important. The roads at Tent City are made-up of
checkered plate. Water supply is being done through pipeline, which will be removed before
monsoon season. Sewage is collected through the pipelinés internally and collected in the

sump and waste is pumped in to the Ram Nagar STP through the pipes. Solid waste is

collected through tippers.
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4.1.2 Hpydrology / Hydrogeology / Geology:

Hydrological, Hydro-geological, Geological and Geo-technical situation of the site as these

are the environmental conditions which affect the plans of the Tent city.

Hydrological Conditions: Distance from Surface Water Body: Surface water bodies &
drinking water sources are protected and site is almost 60 m away from the river. Rainfall
Higher annual precipitation will not only lead to higher leachable generation and therefore

more chances of ground water contamination, but also will create problems in the project site.

Groundwater Table Depth: The level of groundwater should be more than 1 meter below
the bearing surface of the sand. More the clearance between the ground level and the post-
monsoon groundwater table depth, more depth is available for excavation of the landfill. If

the groundwater is high, the facility has to be designed accordingly.

Groundwater Flow Direction: As the wastes is being collected in a sump made-up of red
bricks, they can pose a threat to the groundwater in case of absence of the liner system. So, it
is necessary to locate the site in such a way that in case of such eventuality, the impact is the

least. The sites have to be evaluated as per the distance of downstream villages.

Groundwater Flow Gradient : The groundwater gradient gives the idea of the rate of flow
of the groundwater. Greater the gradient, the greater is the flow rate. For a suitable site, the
hydraulic gradient should be as low as possible. If there is any contamination due to the

failure of the liner system, the impact at the downstream is minimal.

Groundwater quality: Groundwater quality may not directly influence the evaluation of the
waste disposal site. But if the groundwater is non-potable or can not be used for any useful
purpose, then the site has the advantage over the others If the ground water quality does not

conform to the drinking water quality standards,

Geological Features: Subsidence. Area with unstable sand such as filled up river bed is not
suitable for construction of the landfill due to chances of uneven settlement, which may
rupture the liner system. A fairly settled soil can be considered as an excellent site whereas a
site filled up with borrowed soil can be considered as a bad or poor site from the subsidence

point of view.

Permeability The permeability of the subsoil of a landfill site has an important role to play in

the development of the project as it acts like a barrier to leachate.
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4.1.3 Socio-Economic/Ecological Features:

Existing Land-use: The existing land cover depicts the economic importance of the site.

Proposed Land-use: The proposed land-use around the sites by the local development

authority is another major consideration for evaluation of the sites.

Impact of Waste Transportation: The transportation of* waste poses threat to the areas

through which it passes.

Special Ecological Features: Areas surrounding the site has many special features like Assi
Ghat and Dashashwamedh Ghat and habitation, but this is a temporary structure made for the
religious purposes. The Kachhua (Turtle) Wildlife Sanctuary, Varanasi vide letter no.
1485/14-4-2008-823/2008, dated 21.05.2009 which was rescind vide notification no.
336/81-4-2020-823/2008 TC Lucknow, dated 17.03.2020

4.2 Possible Impacts

In order to carry out impact analysis, the whole project has to be broken into major activities
and for each activity adverse and/or beneficial environmental impacts have to be identified.
For identification of impacts, following factors and environmental components have to be

considered.

(i) Flora & Fauna: Exposure of plants on the river Bank to pollutants-via mechanisms
such as ingestion, inhalation, skin contact and adsorption, direct uptake through
gills, membrane uptake processes in micro-organisms, foliar deposition, direct
uptake through roots and leaves, etc.-may have lethal and sub-lethal effects on the
health of flora and fauna. These effects could include:

e Leaf damage, tissue damlage, or reduced productivity in plants and crops
e Morbidity and mortality in fauna.

¢ Reproductive effects.

e Skin damage and irritation.

e Carcinogenic effects

(ii)  Geology and soils: Impact on geology primarily relate to the loss of, and damage
to, geological, palacontological and physiographic features. Sand can be impacted
by:

o Compactation of sand from HEMM used during construction and
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(iif)

(iv)

operational phase.
¢ Changes in quality of surface water and run-off.
e Leaching of contaminants from sites, in particular waste sump leachate.
e Accidental spillages or leaks from tanks.
e Disposal via sump
 Direct application of wastes to land, i.e sewage sludge.
e Aecrial deposition
e Landfill gas production and migration leading to changes in sand
temperature,
~ o Contamination of sand by upward movement of leachate by capillary action
under certain climatic conditions.
Ground and Surface Water: The biggest reason for surface water pollution is boats
used for transportation. The reason for ground water pollution is leachate because
of sewage sump, and waste generation because of the project. Protection of
groundwater and surface water is of critical importance for three reasons: If they
become polluted it is very difficult to rehabilitate, Aquifers act as natural low-cost
storage systems for large volumes of potable water which require relatively little
treatment before use, Groundwater provides the baseflow of many surface water
systems, which may be of amenity value. Sources of water impact can be
described in terms of (i) direct physical disturbance and change, and (ii) the
addition of substances or heat. The result is deterioration of water quality,
potential changes in hydrology (flow & Volume). The significance of the potential
impacts will vary according to the phase of operation, to scale of the facilities, and
to the proximity and sensitivity of the water resources.
Air quality and Climate: The atmosphere provides an excellent medium through
which pollutants can be transported. Releases to atmosphere can occur during the
construction, operation and post-closure phases of a facility. Fugitive dust and DG
can contribute to the bad air quality. The impact of a release to atmosphere can be
of two types:
I- Direct: i.e. those in which direct contact with the chemical in the air results in
an adverse effect. Examples include health effects caused by inhalation (e g

asthma), nuisance effects from odours, and the effects of acid deposition on

vegetation,
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(vi)

(vii)

2- Indirect i.e. higher-order effects in which the receptor is in contact with
environmental media (e.g. soil or water) or materials, which have been
contaminated by chemicals in the air. An example is the ingestion of foods
affected by atmospheric deposition. Unlike pollution in other environmental
media, air pollution cannot be remediated by containment or cleaning of the
affected area. Hence, the potential impact to air quality and climate has studied
in detail. .

Public Health: Potential risks to the public arise not through direct contact with

the waste, but off-site, as a result of exposure to: Accidental emissions and

discharges to air, water and land from events such as a collision involving a waste
tanker on the public highway or a fire in a tank farm. Low-level, continuous,

‘controlled' emissions and discharges during routine operation of the plant.

Emissions and discharges during routine operation, but associated with poor

design or operational practices, for example the discharge of leachate owing to

poor landfill containment, or emissions of high levels of hydrocarbons due to poor
incinerator combustion conditions. The health impact of a chemical is a function
of its toxicological properties, duration of exposure and concentration in the body.

Landscape and Visual Amenity: In general, landscape quality is a function of the

relative importance and combination of the various physical landscape

components, such as topography, trees, hedgegrows, waterbodies and landuse

Visual Amenity is a function of the visibility of a development in the landscape

and of visual sensitivity. The physical components of the landscape, in particular

topography, but also vegetation screening, atmospheric conditions and the scale
and height of the development itself determine visibility.

Noise and Vibration: The primary sources of noise impact on waste disposal and

treatment facilities are: Mobile plant used in construction, operation and

restoration phases. Fixed plant, primarily related to the operational period. Traffic,
particularly heavy good vehicles (HGVs), delivering and unloading waste and
removing residues. Noise impact on environmental receptors will be influenced by

a number of site-specific factors relating to site operations and to the location of

the site. Operational factors could include size and type of plant. Locational

factors could include proximity to sensitive receptors, the existing ambient noise

levels and other noise sources in the locality, local meteorological conditions

Page |15
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(viii)

(ix)

x)

(xi)

particularly wind direction, etc.

Transport: The transportation of tourists through motor boats and supplies through
trucks will keep the water ways and roadways busy for 06 months. The transport
of waste to a facility provides for the most obvious source of impact. The physical
impact of transport relates not only to volume increases upon existing networks,
but also to its operational characteristics and composition, most particularly the
percentage of heavy good vehicles. There are various components of the sources
of traffic, which will affect its environmental impact. These include the location
and spatial extent of traffic movements, the operational hours of the facility, the
types of wastes being moved, and the volume of traffic being generated.

Social and economic: Social impacts like property price depreciation represent an
external 'cost' of waste disposal and treatment facilities. Property values are also
affected by their proximity to the project. The other adverse impact includes stress
arising from fear to risk to health, etc. However, as a result of such projects, there
would be employment generation, business generation, infrastructure
development, etc.

Land-use and Heritage: Broad land-use categories would include: industry,
agriculture, retail and commercial, residential, recreational, etc. Impacts on land-
use would occur directly through the siting of a facility itself and indirectly
through its siting in relation to adjacent land-use. The impacts may include; Loss
of agriculture land Change in people's activity due to changed land-use Nuisance
effect.

Accidental and Sudden occurrences: The causes of accidental may be mechanical
failure, improper operation, natural calamities, human error, etc. Such accidents
may cause tremendous loss of life, property and natural resources. The nature and
degree of impact depends upon the site location and its characteristics. In order to
minimise these impacts, detailed impact analysis is to be carried out and required

mitigation measures have to be incorporated in the management plan.

4.3 Assessment Methodology

This methodology provides a framework of interaction of different activities of a project with

potential environmental impacts caused by them. An interaction matrix is formed when

project actions are listed on one axis (usually vertical) and environmental impacts are listed
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along the other axis. This technique was pioneered by Leopold et al in 1971. It lists about 100
project actions and about 88 environmental charateristics and conditions. A matrix
for environmental impact assessment (EIA) is a tool that is used to organize and present
information about the potential environmental impacts of a proposed project or development.
The matrix identifies the environmental factors that the project may impact and the potential
effects of those factors. The matrix identifies potential impacts from the project, such as
emissions of pollutants, changes in water quality, or disruption of wildlife habitats. The
matrix may also determine the severity of each impact, the likelihood of it occurring, and the
duration of the impact. Matrix is a valuable tool for organizing and presenting information
about the potential environmental impacts of a project in a clear and structured manner. It can
help decision-makers to assess the potential risks and benefits of a project and to identify
measures that can be taken to minimize any negative impacts on the environment. Using a
checklist in EIA can help ensure that potential environmental impacts are identified and
assessed systematically and comprehensively. It can also help identify measures that can be

taken to minimize or mitigate any negative impacts on the environment.
5.0 INTER-RELATIONSHIPS AND CUMULATIVE EFFECTS

The consideration of potential cumulative effects is an important aspect of the EIA process.
Cumulative effects result from multiple actions on receptors and resources over time and are
generally additive or interactive (synergistic) in nature. However, the cumulative assessment
will 'differentiate between permanent, temporary, direct, indirect and secondary effects,

positive and negative.

1. Severe Effects that the decision-maker must consider as the receptor/resource is

irretrievably compromised.
2. Major Effects that may become key decision-making issues.

3. Moderate Effects that are unlikely to become issues on whether the project design
should be selected, but where future work may be needed to improve on current

performance.
4, Minor Effects that is locally significant.

5. Not Signiﬁcaﬁt Effects that are beyond the current forecasting ability or are within the

ability of the resource to absorb such change.

Page |17
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6.0 GAP ANALYSIS
6.1 Introduction

A gap analysis is a tool used to identify where the information or resources required to
complete a particular project are lacking. The aim is usually to facilitate the collection of the
required information or to secure the necessary resources that will enable to project to be

completed successfully.

6.2 Identified Gaps

Gap identified are of two types Functional and procedural. Functional gaps are differences
between present status of the project and what it is supposed to do. Functional gap are gaps in
various types of functions and determines how the proponent can accommodate them.
Whereas the procedural gaps are gaps in the due process of execution of the project. Here we
have divided various issues identified/ raised by survey team/ agencies and our EIA team

broadly in these two groups.

S. No. | Functional Gaps Remedies

I. | Both the projects are developed on river bed and | Functional Gaps can be
very close to flowing water of River Ganga. addressed during the
operational stage of the

Tent City.

2. | Impact identification and mitigation measures of Tent

) -do-
City. .

3. | Effect of locations of tent enclosures from the river
line, Sub surface / surface levelling, excavation, use of
| machinery, load of structure, impacts of consolidation/ -do-
compactation, impacts of visitor load, peak load

conditions, tent city approach route.

4. | For the development of the Tent City, the sand
levelling activity has been undertaken possible using
earth moving machinery like JCB. Similarly, for -do-
placing sewage collection tanks / conveyance pipeline

etc, minor excavation for about 2 — 3 m has been
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undertaken.

5. | For sewage collection, sumps made of plastic have
been placed. In addition, there are few common tanks
/ sumps made of red brick-cement have also been
created for the intermediate collection and -do-
conveyance of ‘sewage. These brick type sewage
sumps are having brick lined bottom but without
any impervious liner.

6. | High Flood Level (HFL) of River Ganga in Varanasi is
73.901 m (Year- 1978). It indicates that both projects -do-

lie within HFL. (Google satellite image is attached).
7. | As informed, VDA has installed 02 borewell on the

bank of River Ganga for supply of ground water to
both projects. Fresh water is supplied through water
tankers. During inspection, bore wells rooms are i
closed. Hence, status for installation of water meter

could not verified.

8. | Project-1 has installed 06 tank for collection of waste
water. Waste water is lifted through tanker and sent
to common waste water collection tank (capacity:13
KL). Project'-2 has installed 02 tanks with capacity 5.0
KL for collection of waste water from phase 3 &
4.Waste water from phase -1 & 2 of Project-2 is sent
directly to the common waste water collection tank.
Waste water from collection tank is pumped to e
Ramnagar STP (Capacity-10 MLD). It is informed by
pumping station representative, till date approx. 4000
KLD of sewage is sent for treatment. Water meter
reading of common waste water collection tank

pumped to Ramnagar STP was not found maintained

during visit.

9. | Common waste water collection tank has been v
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installed on river bed.

10.

Flow meter has been is installed for waste water send

to STP. However, no proper log book is maintained.

-do-

11:

Both the project are not segregated the solid waste at

| site, even they do not having provision for collection of

different nature of waste in separate bins.

-do-

12,

It is informed that Nagar Nigam is lifting solid waste
on alternate day. No supporting document has been

provided by Tent City operator, so far.

-do-

13

M/s Praveg Communications (India) Limited has
obtained permanent power connection from UPPCL for
1200 KVA. 04 enclosed type DG sets with capacity
3X250 KVA and 1X125 KVA has been installed
for power back up without proper stack height.
(Photograph taken during inspection is attached as

Annexure-F )

- -do-

14.

M/s Niraan has obtained permanent power connection
from UPPCL for 400 KW 05 DG sets with capacity
4X125 KVA and 1X250 KVA has been installed for
power back up without proper stack height.

-do-

15.

For Disaster preparedness, a Disaster Management
Plan needs to be prepared along with EIA, which
include precautionary measures in tent and kitchen like
placement of Fire extinguishers, evacuation plan, mock
drill and Emergency prepared ness sign boards

displaying telephone numbers of concerned authorities.

: -do-

S. No.

Procedural Gaps

Remedies

Both the project operated their project without
obtaining CTO under water act, 1974 and air act, 1981
from UPPCB.

For 2024 season, CTO
under water act, 1974
and air act, 1981 from
UPPCB has been
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obtained.

VDA has not obtained prior permission from NMCG
for setting of tent city on river Ganga bed opposite to
Assi Ghat in district Varanasi. Varanasi Development
Authority (VDA) filed application on 27.04.2023
NMCG number
NMCG202342718929 (Annexed as annexure H-1,
H-2). NMCG has made certain obselrvation and sought

before with application

clarification from the applicant in the matter (Annexed

as annexure H-3).

For 2024 season,

Varanasi  Development
Authority (VDA) filed
application
27.04.2023

NMCG with application

on

before

number

NMCG202342718929.

The Kachhua (Turtle) Wildlife Sanctuary, Varanasi
1485/14-4-2008-823/2008, dated
21.05.2009 which was rescinded vide notification no.
336/81-4-2020-823/2008 TC dated
17.03.2020 with foot note that the notification shall be

vide letter no.

Lucknow,

subject to the final decision of the Supreme Court in
LA. No. 117425/2019 and 117429/2019 in Writ
Petition Civil No. 337/1995. (Copy of Turtle

sanctuary is annexed as Annexure —I-1)

Matter is in court,

Further, Govt of Uttar Pradesh vide notification no.
346/81-4-2020-  823/2008TC  dated  17/03/2020
notified its "intention (o constitute the area along
both sides of 30 km stretch of river Ganga falling in the
districts of Bhadohi, Prayagraj and Mirzapur. (Copy
of de-notified the turtle sanctuary is annexed as

Annexure — I-2)

Matter is in court.

As per Section 6 (3) of The River Ganga

(Rejuvenation, Protection and Management)
Authorities order, 2016”, No person shall construct
any structure, whether permanent or temporary for
residential or commercial or industrial or any
other purposes in the River Ganga, Bank of River
Ganga or its tributaries or active flood plain area of

River Ganga.or its tributaries:

For 2024 season,
Varanasi  Development
Authority (VDA) has

filed application before
NMCG.
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Provided that in exceptional circumstances like
natural calamities or religious events at traditional
locations, temporary structures can be raised after
prior permission of the National Mission for
Clean Ganga acting through the State Ganga
Committee and the District Ganga Committee. If is
clear that both projects are constructed as against
provision of The River Ganga (Rejuvenation,
Protection and Management) Authorities order,
2016.

A) The PPs have violated the mandate of the
Ganga order 2016 by not seeking the prior
permission from National Mission from
Clean Ganga (NMCQG).

B) In view of the above, development of Tent
City, which is for the commercial purpose,
appears to violate the Mandate of the Ganga
Order 2016.

By not seeking the prior permission from NMCG,

the PPs have also violated the terms of the agreement
with VDA and also condition of the ‘Consent To
Establish (CTE)’ granted by UPPCB.

6. | VDA has not obtained NOC from Ground Water | NOC application will be

Department, Govt. of U.P. for extraction of | submitted very soon.

groundwater.

M/s Praveg Communication-s (India) Limited
(hereinafter called as project-1) has provided 20 tanks
with cépacity 5000 litre each for storage of fresh
water. Similarly, M/s Niraan the Tent City (hereinafter
called as project-2) has provided 08 tanks with

capacity 2000 litres each for storage of fresh water.

7. | Both the project setup greater number of DG éets, The  application  for
against the capacity mentioned in their CTE. rectification ~ will  be

submitted very soon.

8. | UPPCL has developed a temporary electrification line | It will be rectified before

in the river bed and arranged temporary transformer | commencement of next
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to both tent. city for power requirement without any | season.

approval from concern authority.

9. | Ground Water Department, Govt. of U.P. may take | The application  for
cognizance of two borewell for supplying ground | rectification  will be
water to M/s Praveg Communications (India) Limited | submitted very soon.

and M/s Niraan the Tent City without permission and
initiate appropriate action under Uttar Pradesh Ground
Water (Management and Regulation) Act, 2019. As
two bore-well has been setup without taking approval
from concerned authority, as the project falls in over

exploited area.

10.| Both the project not complying with the various | It will be rectified before
condition stipulated under CTE granted by UPPCB | commencement of next
like, more number of DG sets found installed at site, | season.

requirement of CTO before operation of project,

sprinkling system on approach road, green belt etc.

11.| Both the project proponent operated their tent city | The  application  for
without obtaining valid CTO from UPCB. In view of | rectification  will  be
above state PCB may take cognizance and initiate | submitted very soon.

action as per water and Air Act and imposed
Environmental Compensation (EC) to project as

deemed fit.

12. | Permission from Department of Irrigation and flood | It will be rectified before
plain demarcation. commencement of next

season.

These gaps can be fulfilled through the process of Environmental Impact Assessment.The
EIA process involves multiple stakeholders, each with specific roles and responsibilities.
These stakeholders include project proponents, government agencies, experts, local
communities, and non-governmental organizations (NGOs). Project proponents are
responsible for preparing the EIA report, while government agencies review and assess the
report. Experts provide technical knowledge and guidance, while local communities and

NGOs contribute through public consultation and participaﬁon. The EIA process comprises

Page |23
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several key steps to ensure a comprehensive assessment of potential environmental impacts.
These steps include screening and scoping, baseline data collection, impact prediction,

mitigation measures and alternatives identification, public consultation, and the review and

decision-making process.
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District Unnao to Ballia in Uttar Pradesh.
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The Reno.r.t of Wildlife Instit
realities of the Kachy

ute.of' !ndia on the'ﬁssessment of ground
a Wildlife Sanctuary, Varanasi, U.P.

The letter F. No. 8-1 -
review of management eﬁectiven. b o ranme D AR, M

o ess (ME) of turtle sanctuary i :
biological, ecolopical and « ; sanctuary in terms of its
gical, ecological and ecosystem service value and possible rationalization of its

oundaries as per the suggested action points |, Iil, IV & V are mentioned below:

?ct;an Poznt ’ —Arev;ewof management effectiveness (ME) of the Turtle Sanctuary
n 'fl"-rmf of | .lt.-s_ .I?.lo.!ogaca.l_, ecological and ecosystem service value and possible
rationalization of its boundaries to include mosaic of riverine habitat matrix.

Action -P-.ai’n-t (lll) - Assessing the impact of expansion/rationalization of current
sanctuary boundary downstream in the interest of turtle conservation as this can be
managed as a suitable habitat and regulation of their protection and achieving
management objective as well as meet the objectives of cleaning of Ganga.

Action Point IV — A realistic management plan with a zonation approach to make the
objectives more effectively met in the sanctuary of this kind.

Action Point /. — An imaginative interpretation, education and awareness programme
developed including setting up of a Interpretation Centre in the Varanasi Ghat area
to take advantage of the ‘millions of people to be the target of this outreach and
education programme.

UP, requested Director, Wildlife
Institute of India (WI1) Dehradun vide letter No. 44/23-2-12 dated 16.03.2018 to
carry out a study as per the action points suggested in the ministry letter and submit
a report to this office. Accordingly, the Wil carried out the required study in respect
of Kachua Wildlife Sanctuary and submitted the report titled, “Assessment of the
wildlife values of the ganga river from Bijnor to Balia including Turtle ‘Wildlife
Sanctuary, Uttar Pradesh” vide letter no. WII/SAH-T NIS-U.P./2018 6th July, 2018.

The study report is based on evaluation of entire stretch of the Ganga River in
the state of Uttar pradesh for its wildlife values and habitat suitability following
Systematic Conservation Planning (SCP) approach, with special emphasis on the
current status of the Turtle Wildlife Sanctuary, Varanasi. The point-wise outcome of
the aforesaid study conducted by Wil is given as below -
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ion P L 40
:::ctuar: i;:: tﬂi e Aof tview of management effectiveness (ME) of the Turtle
: L Y Its biological, ecological and ecosystem service value and
possible rationalization of jts boundaries to include i iverine habitat
. mosaic of riverine habita
e BaFI?ar 31:5 Lii\i:::iose .of aforegaid _..st.udy, the entire survey stretch between Bijnore
: s ed into 10 km linear blocks and each block was considered as a
sampling unit for aquatic habitat characterization. This assessment of efficacy was
done by calculating efficacy score of each unit based on following three parameters —
(A). Biological parameters — Biological indicators included 05 factors such as
¢ dolphin individual count. '
* Nests count of breeding birds.
e Gharial individual count.
e Mugger individual count and
e Turtle species count along with individual count
(B). Habitat characteristics — Habitat characteristics included hydrology factors
such as.
e Water depth.
e Meanders and
e Mid-channel islands as they influence species abundance and
distribution of the Ganga River.
(C). Anthropogenic parameters — Anthropogenic parameters included 04
human-induced factors such as
¢ Presence of river bed agriculture
¢ The number of fishing nets and boats,
e Riverside villages and ghats and
e Presence of mining sites and ranked based on their impacts on
biodiversity of Ganga River

The scores for Kachua wildlife sanctuary (Stretch 1110-1130) based on
aforesaid parameters is given below -

S.N Stretch Biological Habitat Anthropogenic | Final Score
(from Bijnore Score Score Score (Out of 10)
barrage) (Out of 5) (Out of 3) (Out of 2)
i 2 , 3 4 5 6
112 1110-1120 0.00 1.25 1.30 2.55
113 1120-1130 0.05 0.75 1.30 2.10
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ngs th_& WII report summarizes the current
gical status of Kachhua Sanctuary and its
quoted as below -

On the basis of éBbve findi
mg,.n.agemem Practices and ecolg
effectiveness in chapter V, which is

“5.1 Summary of findings '

i 'I__:_'h.ﬂe_.qu.tfq-l.assessmen:t using remote sensing data for the period 1974 to 2016 revealed
.Ho. Srgmﬁ "’f_’:"*‘ ‘f"”_’ses in river channel and the extent of sand deposition in the TWS.
lowever, ~28% increase in the vegetation cover was observed which could be attributed to

the -prateci.‘im accorded to the riparian areas by the Forest Department and expansion of
agricultural areas on the landward side.

2. Only five freshwater turtle species were encountered in TWS out of the 13 species
reported from the Ganga River. Capture rates for turtle species were low in the TWS,
indicating low abundance of turtles during the sampling period and high anthropogenic
disturbance within TWS.

3. A total of 45 fish species belonging to 38 genera, 16 family were recorded from the TWS
and adjacent stretches. New record of three fish species Sisor rhabdophorus, Silonia silondia
and Badis badis were made in this stretch. Higher CPUE of 1.36/hr in the TWS indicates the
sanctuary is effective. in maintaining a diverse population of fish and this might be due to
the effects of the fishing ban inside the Sanctuary limits.

4. Presence of the endangered Gangetic river dolphin was confirmed from the same site
upstream of the Sanctuary, in 'd?reagsf;'.gf:;fﬁ!}‘-‘f anthropogenic disturbances. Sites upstream of
the sanctuary have ideal sand island habitats for the nesting of freshwater turtles as well as
riverine birds such as Indian Skimmer, Little Tern, River Lapwings, in areas of low human
disturbance. 28 species of riverine birds was observed from the study area, with nesting of
five species including that of threatened birds such as Indian Skimmer and River Lapwings.

5. The bathymetric map of the study area suggests low water depths upstream of the TWS
during summer months, but adequate water depths towards downstream.”

As per the above summary of findings narrated in the report, following
conclusion is drawn about efficacy of Kachua wildlife sanctuary, quoted as below —

left bank are seen to have the least suitable habitat for turtles witf
disturbances such as cemented ghats, intense ferry and boat activity, i
presence along the river. The sand bar in the right bank of the Sanctuary though is an
excellent habitat for turtles and breeding birds, is also under severe anthropogenic pressure.



of fish species from the TWS is indicative of restriction on fishing

Higher diversity and catch
in the sanctuary.”

Sin : : _ i
. cace tl’;e aforesqld observation is based on extensive scientific study, hence
h : 2 . T .take.n as basis for selection of other sites for
armonization/rationalization of existing sanctuary boundaries.

Action Point (Ill) - Assessing the impact of expansion/rationalization of current
sanctuary boundary downstream in the interest of turtle conservation as this can
be managed as a suitable habitat and regulation of their protection and achieving
management objective as well as meet the objectives of cleaning of Ganga

Keeping in view the above action point, the study team conducted a rapid
ecological assessment for freshwater turtles and associated aquatic species in the
sanctuary limits as well as in areas 5 km buffer upstream and downstream of the
sanctuary. The river stretch was divided into twenty segments of 1 km length, which
were intensively monitored for the presence of turtle species and other aguatic
wildlife such as fish and riverine birds.

Accordingly, a habitat matrix was prepared for all 20 sites sampled for the
parameters, i.e. riverbank slope, river width, percentage cover of riparian vegetation,
land-cover types of river bank. The sites were graded from 1 to 5 based on their
nesting habitat quality and overall aquatic habitat quality taking into account various
anthropogenic disturbances at each site as well. The details of values accorded to
each site (V1 toV20) is given in following table —

’ thr ijer of L?::r ng g;f:i}: R
| »] @ a0 5 5 0 Sand 1 I |
&
g vz 30 5 5 0 Sand ! |
F ig V3 268 10 5 0 Sand 1 1
B [ va 300 15 5 0 Sand 2 !
g Vs 347 15 10 0 Sand 1 1 g
el v 3 5 5 0 Sand 2 I J'
| V1 442 20 20 0 Sand 2 I |
E g V8 560 10 40 0 Scrub 2 2
lf 88 vo ¢ 35 60 0 Scrub 3 3 |
RO b i 4




U

i V10 315 | ' :
| 30 90 I Grassland+scrub

VIl 542 25 % :

o
L

Sand 3 5 |

¥R

ViZ 354 5 0 2 Sand 3

Vi3 _6_'16_2 15 80 0 Grassland 1 I
V4 43 5 90 0  Grassland#scrub 1 1

Vis 400 15 90 0 Grassland 3 2

Vié 420 10 70 1 Sand 3 2

V17 442 15 10 3 Sand 4 3

Upstream of TWS

vVig 210 25 : & 3 Sand 5 4

vVi9 384 53 5 4 Sand 5 4
V20 400 40 10 2 Sand 4 4

Score for nesting, habitat assessment: 5~ very good, 4 ~good, 3= moderate, 2 ~ poor, 1~ No habitat

It is clear from the above that the upstream sites recorded values ranging from
‘No habitat-1" to ‘Good-4’, while the downstream sites were gra ded as ‘No habitat-1’
to ‘Moderate-3’. The 7 km. sanctuary stretch was observed to have high
anthropogenic disturbances throughout the day and night due to motor boat and
tourist activities in certain areas of the sanctuary and is ran ked as ‘No habitat-1". This
shows that the habitat quality is comparatively better on upstream side of the
sanctuary.

Besides, the Wil has also presented an overall habitat assessment of entire
1390 km stretch of Ganga River in 26 districts of Uttar Pradesh in the report. This
assessment is based on three key parameters, i.e. Biological, habitat characteristics
and anthropogenic parameters. The key factors in these parameters have been
explained in Action Point-1. Based on the combined scoring matrix, the highest
biological score was recorded at Hastinapur Sanctuary (0-110 Km) followed by
Ramsar site from Brijghat to Narora (110-210 km) and 140 km stretch from Newada
in Allahabad district to Adalpur in Mirzapur district. The 7 km. stretch of Kachua
sanctuary is ranked very low in combined prioritization score. The details of scoring
matrix in aforesaid river stretches along with score given to existing Kachua
sanctuary are given below -

' sl. Stretch
No. (frqm.;sijmr
Barrage)

Biological Habitat Score | Anthropogenic Score Finai"é'core
Smre (Out of 3) (Out of 2) {Out of 10)
(Out of 5)

HASTINAPUR WILDLIFE SANCTUARY (1-110 km)

’> P

ik Draht for Kachhus Wildite Sanctusy hasldess 8



1)

gl) A0
1 0-10 e
2 10-20 0" 2 0.67 1.40 2.20
3 20-30 = 0.25 1.40 1.88
0.60 0.25 :
4 30-40 oih . L 2.25
> 40-50 1'03 0.75 L4 2o
6 50-60 b 2 A e
. - 0.63 1.40 958
7 60-70 1.43 1.00 : 40 —
8 70-80 0.00 50 ' <
- 0.50 1.40 1.90
80-90 0.13 0.63 1.40 2.15
10 90-100 0.50 0.75 1.40 2.65
11 100-110 0.45 0.88 1.50 2.83
RAMSAR SITE (110-210 km)
12 110-120 0.30 0.50 1.40 2.20
13 120-130 0.45 0.38 1.40 2.23
14 130-140 0.90 0.50 1.40 2.80
15 140-150 0.35 0.25 1.40 2.00
16 150-160 1.23 0.50 1.40 3.13
17 160-170 0.30 113 1.40 2.83
18 170-180 0.58 0.75 1.40 2.73
19 180-190 0.30 0.88 1.40 2.58
20 190-200 0.43 1.00 1.50 293
21 200-210 0.00 0.50 1.45 1.95
NEWADA IN ALLAHABAD DISTRICT TO ADALPUR [N MIRZAPUR DISTRICT {930-1070 km)
94 930-940 0.10 0.75 1.15 2.00
95 940-950 0.00 113 1.35 3.48
96 950-960 0.30 1.13 1.40 283
97 960-970 0.90 1.75 1.40 405
98 970-980 0.00 1.13 1.40 2.53
99 980-990 0.10 1.25 1.25 2.60
100 990-1000 0.10 0.75 1.35 2.20
101 1000-1010 0.88 1.00 1.35 3.23
102 1010-1020 0.05 0.50 1.20 1.75
103 1020-1030 0.10 0.63 1.50 2.23
104 1030-1040 0.60 2.25 1.35 4.20
105 1040-1050 0.05 0.88 135 2.28
106 1050-1060 0.00 0.75 1.40 2.15
107 1060-1070 0.40 1.50 1.40 3.30
KACHUA SANCTUARY (1110-1130 km)
112 | 1110-1120 0.00 1.25 1.30 2.55
113 1120-1130 0.05 0.75 1.30 2.10

- i Ay e ey
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Accordingly. followir
conservation thr::'!ty Q?ng conclusion has been drawn in the report for finalizing
PHOrity areas in Ganga River based on habitat suitability -

“10. Based on the combined score t
it o Aaltsur i ned ff_-‘ﬂre the stretch from downstream Newada in Allahabad
- Aaaipur in Mirzapur district, a total of 140 k. be consider 5
P PR & 0 km may be considered as conservation
(P'frété ctfon).Ack. % ”-Otfﬁe-d as a Wildlife Sanctuary under the provision of Wild Life
140 k\. On £ ct, 1972. Since the ecolo*g-fca-f characteristics and wildlife values vary along this
i :;1 stretchon account of anthropogenic pressures, harmonization for excluding some
gfﬁeas. cgvin:g- high anthropogenic pressures on account of intense cultural-religious uses may
be required, and to be done by the Uttar Pradesh Forest Department.”

Action Point IV — A realistic management plan with a zonation approach to make
the objectives more effectively met in the sanctuary of this kind

It is submitted that action on this point would be completed as and when
required in future.

Action Point V - An imaginative interpretation, education and awareness
programme ‘developed including setting up of a Interpretation Centre in the
Varanasi Ghat area to take advantage of the millions of people to be the target of
this outreach and education programme

It is submitted that in view of directions given by MoEF & CC GO,
development of an interpretation centre is already in process of development at
Sarnath Turtle Center Varanasi under Namami Ganga Programme by the Wildlife
Institute of India. '




' Wildlife Institute of India
July 2018
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Executive Summary

concurrent processes mcfudmgwzerpj’lliznb:;ﬁ;g:?:;ﬁozd@ V. dvergens Y fraquenlly
specze&f-’fi’?&:zckﬂngea el Woipaninduced bt o, Tree, o L eI FiiaFive
protected, and require conservation MBS s T O ol g _ 7 poorLy
Planm'r‘rg (SCP) :s widely considered wlhmﬁ;iyzf;ziifaf szﬂgigzzc;ﬂc Conserval‘;c;n
protection through ffective planning and spatial priorifization. The SCP requires an evalyotion of sito
for i Biosersity vilues; Rabllgs-Hergbbgernelihihabivns dymntins. and eatitm po o
_ba_biiaf’='éﬁéxaﬁbh‘fdcrbm The -@bnga River is z'he!tﬁaz’me 1o more than 500 milli
through three distinct biogeographic zones and uni
species like the Gangerié-river_; do{pﬁm .

in, otters, gharial and
as a Gft.?bai.' Ti:r{fe Priority Area and a Turtle B:’oﬁivérsig; Hotspot. With the aim of protecting and
conserving l-f_?.e diverse array of biota and their habitats, a 7 km stretch of eGangaRrver between
Rajghat (Malviya Bridge) to Ramnagar Fort in Varanasi District, Uttar Pradesh was declared as the
Kachhua Vanyajiv Abhyaranya (Turtle Wildlife Sanctuary ~TWS). Althoug d aprotected area,
increase in riverbank agriculture; river traffic, water pollution through sewage and solid wastes are
posing a threat to J‘kebmdwemfga of TWS and the river-riparian habitats. High huwman disturbance in
the form of cultural-religious activities are influencing the biological values of TWS.

ugger; the Ganga River bas m is recognized

Considering the above, a rapid assessment study (March- July, 2018) was conducted in the TWS to
evaluate its efficacy as a protected area; and fo identify areas for effective biodiversity conservation.
Stretch of the 'Gang.a River between Bijnor to Ballia in Uttar Pradesh was evaluated Sfollowing
Systematic Conservation Planning approach. The objectives of this study were (1) Assessment of habitat
structure of TWS and to detect changes over tine, {(2) Evaluation of efficacy of TWS and adjoining
riverscape as a refugia for species of conservation concern; and (3) Prioritization of the Ganga River
stretches with mosaics of riverine habitats for conservation planning.

A spatial assessment using remote sensing data for the period 1974 to 2016 revealed no significant
changes in river channel and sand deposition in the TWS. However, ~28% increase in the vegetation
cover was observed which could be attributed to the protection accorded to the riparian areas by the
Forest Department compared with an expansion of ag ricultural areas on the landward side.

Out of 13 species of turile reporied from Ganga River.only 3 species were encauntered during the fild
sampling with the combined efforts of visual emgmersumﬁvsam?m-ﬁ'ﬁt?MSanImg mi;fg.;g_rﬂ -
rafeof mﬁjggmmmfw 3 }”gh k;;mandrswfbance Zeadmgm hal\”.!at_. akemnom Withm a very
small Protected Area. Sites along the TWS intheleft bank aré seen to have the least suitable habitat for
turtles with high anthropogenic disturbances such as semeled ghals, IS feny o b?argm}! -
pollution, and human presence along the river. The sand barin the right bank P RTER R
excellent habitat for turtles and breeding birds, is also under severe COpqganic frRssIrs.




|

Out of 64 species of fish reported from the Middle Ganga stretch, a total of 45 species belonging to 38
genera, 16 family and five orders were recorded during the sampling period. The fish catch was higher
inside TWS as compared to upstream and downstream of the sanctuary and this could be attributed to
prohibition of fishing within the Sanctuary limits.

A total of 28 species of birds were observed, of which four species were of threatened categories as per
the IUCN Red List. Nests of breeding birds were not observed from the TWS due to high biotic
disturbance. A nesting site of the Indian Skimmer was identified at approximately 6 km upstream of the
Sanctuary. Five pairs of Indian Skimmer and 14 pairs of Little tern, 4 pairs of River Lapwing a Near
Threatened Species were observed from the vicinity.

A rapid assessment of wildlife values was conducted in the entire stretch of the Ganga River falling
within Uttar Pradesh and priority areas were identified through a scoring matrix. Kruskal's
Multidimensional Scale analysis described the habitat parameters that influence species distribution.
These parameters were sand mining, channel depth, fishing activities, presence of village/town and
riverbed agriculture. Channel depth is the only factor which is positively influencing species
distribution. Based on the scoring matrix, the highest biological value was attributed to a river stretch
within the Hastinapur Wildlife Sanctuary, followed by the stretch from Brijghat to Narora, which is a
notified Ramsar Site. In addition to these, moderate biological value was assigned to the stretch
downstream of Newada till Ballia. Habitat characteristic score (channel depth, meanders and river
islands) was high in the downstream of Allahabad, till Ballia as this stretch persistently maintains high
depth classes, meanders and river islands representing a complex mosaic of habitats.

The anthropogenic influence scores was almost similar in the entire streich from Bijnor barrage to
Ballia as the river bed agriculture was prominent in the upper stretch, whereas fishing, sand mining,
and human settlements were prevalent in the lower stretch of the river. The stretch between Hastinapur
Wildlife Sanctuary and Narora already enjoys the protected area status. In spite of the protected status,
TWS scored low due 10 its small size and high human disturbance. Based on the combined scores, a 140
km stretch downstream Newada in Allahabad district to Adalpur in Mirzapur district has been
considered as the priority streich for conservation. It is suggested that this area may be brought under
the purview of Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 by declaring it as a wildlife sanctuary for the
conservation of aquatic biodiversity of the Ganga River in Uttar Pradesh. Since the ecological
characteristics and wildlife values vary along this 140 km stretch on account of anthropogenic
pressures, harmonization for excluding some areas having high anthropogenic pressures on account of

intense cultural-religious uses may be required, and to be done by the Uttar Pradesh Forest
Department,




CHAPTER V fﬁg :

5.1 Summary of findings

L

The spatial assessment using remote sensing data for the period 1974 to 2016 revealed no
significant changes in river channel and the extent of sand deposition in the TWS.
However, ~28% increase in the vegetation cover was observed which could be attributed
tﬂ'“t_hei-'iffmeéﬁon- accorded to the riparian areas by the Forest Department and expansion of
agricultural areas on the landward side, -

Only five freshwater turtle species were encountered in TWS out of the 13 species reported
ﬁ'omthe Ganga River. Capture rates for turtle species were low in the TWS, indicating low
abundance of turtles during the sampling period and high anthropogenic disturbance within
TWS.

+ Atotal of 45 fish species belonging to 38 genera, 16 family were recorded from the TWS

and adjacent stretches. New record of three fish species Sisor rhabdophorus, Silonia
indicates the sanctuary is effec tive in maintaining a diverse population of fish and this might
be due to the effects of the fishing ban inside the Sanctuary limits.

Presence of the endangered Gangetic river dolphin was confirmed from the same site
upstream of the Sanctuary, in areas of low anthropogenic disturbances. Sites upstream of
the sanctuary have ideal sand island habitats for the nesting of freshwater turtles as well as
riverine birds such as Indian Skimmer, Little Tern, River Lapwings, in areas of low human
disturbance. 28 species of riverine birds was observed from the study area, with nesting of
five species including that of threatened birds such as Indian Skimmer and River Lapwings.

The bathymetric map of the study area suggests low water depths upstream of the TWS
during summer months, but adequate water depths towards downstream.

The habitat parameters that influence species occurrence and distribution in the studied
stretch are sand mining, channel depth, fishing activities, presence of village/town and
riverbed agriculture. Only channel depth positively influences the species occurrence and

distribution..

Based on the scoring matrix, the highest bigj’l_ﬁ:qgi’qgii score was recorded at Hastinapur
Sanctuary following Ramsar site from Brijghat to Narora, due o its protected status

accorded under Wild Life (Protection)_Act, 1972 and Environment (Protection) Act, 1986

1sar Site).

(Ran

Habitat characteristic score (channel depth, meanders and river islands) was high
d;;ngggam of Allahabad till Ballia as the stretch persistently maintain high depth classes
due to water availability, meanders and river islands representing complex mosaic of

habitats.

a7
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9. The aﬁth‘rdp@genic parameter scores were"'alme“st sim‘il’ar in t’he entire- strétch-fram-*ﬁij'm

bt e e

fishing, sand ‘mining and v1llages & towns were prevalent in the lower part of the, stretch

}j
4

10. Based on the combmed scem the: strctch from downstream ewada in Allahabad dtstnct to

area alld notified asa WIldllf& Sancmary undar the ‘provisionof Wzld Life ( .
1972. Since the'ecological characteristics and wildlife values vary along this 140 km streteh'
on account of anthropogenic pressures, harmonization for excluding some areas. having
high anthropogenic pressures on account of intense cultural-religious uses may be required,
and to be done by the Uttar Pradesh Forest Department.




IRRETT TFR-THeTHoo / Teto—
S&lo / Tollo—91 /2014—16
AHI T UNe Ve FTE W

9 AE—73

G, mﬁﬁm 17*!1# 2020
!FIETIN 1941 ww

SR Ao .
Wm@ﬁmvﬁaﬁaﬁﬁm—zz

EzEeil 335/81—4—2020—823-2008@0@0
oGS, 17 A1, 2020

Jo3lTo—84 _
i A argad ¥ SRaRen dm, e (e PR, qe72 (e e 53w
1972) B °RT 26—& B I ERHN HIOGIAT GEIT 1485 / 14—4—2008—823 /2008, TP 21.05.2009
ERT HB3 guoid RER, arRoRl @ w9 giffa fear T

3R, 4fd, wgen g fAER # Fgsl & R NH WHH W D BRI Y W S
geagy gRifa g 2, s wRemvasy scafds B Wi &5 o wreaare aRafifa & mar &

3R, 4fF, 979 &3 awolla o SHe ugfewor & WRev vd s @ wie @ o wfa
2

3K, 318, WHRY @s R, 1897 (M Hear 10 W 1897) B URT 21 @ Wi ufdd
qeilg e afRfvam, 1072 (affrm e 53 W 1072) @) URT 26-% @ A R @ W
HET 1485 / 14—4-2008-823 / 2008, & 21.052000 &1 fAafved wvd &~

29 Rph Paryavaran, van anu-4-2020 -data-7




R P AH THI
' C aﬁmmﬁﬂﬂﬁwmtﬁ)m%

IN pursuance of the provisions of clause (3) of Arucle 348 of the consntunon, thc ‘Governor-is
pleased to order the publication of the following English translation of notification no. 336/LXXX1-4-2020-
823-2008 T.C., dated March 17, 2020:

No: 336&X?D(I~4~2020—823-2008 T.C.
Date;i Lucknow, ‘March 17, 2020

WHEREAS l:he area mennoned ‘in ‘the. schedule below 'was declared as Kachhua Wlld Llfe
Smetuary Varauas: wde Government Notiﬁcatxm 0.1485/ 14-4-2008-823/2008, dated 21-85—2009 issued
' ; - Wild Life (Protection) A [t no. S3of1972: . i

AND, WH ~due to very low encounter rate of _turtles in Kachhua Wild Life
indicates high human disturbance leading to habitat alteration within a very small protected area;

AND, WHEREAS, the said area /is ino- longer suitable for adequate em}ogml, floral,
geomorphological, natural and :anc!ogical significance for the purpose of protecting, propagat ng Wildlife
and its environment; .

_ NOw THEREFORE, in exercise of ﬂw powem under section 26-A of the Wild Life (Protectmn) Act,
1972(Act no. 53 of 1972) read with section 21 of the ‘General Clauses Act, 1897 (Act no. 10 of 1897), the

Govemer is pleased to rescind the aforesaid notification no.1485/14-4-2008-823/2008, da :f}21-05—2009
with effect from the publication of this notification in the Gazette.
SCHEDULE |
District Name of River Area of Kachhua Wildlife Sanctuary, Varan
&1t . from both the banks
Upstream | Ramnagar Fort
Boundaries Downstream M‘alyiyg.lgg_u; Road bridge
West e Western bank of river Ganga (V"
Note:- This- notzﬁcatmmshall be subjcc_; to the ﬁnai decls;on of the Supreme Court in

QoTHoa0RN0-TOR0 28 TTITH-2020~(
@mwg%ﬁm—qoﬁro 1 30 93

P (&0 /80 /sifHHeE) |
T (@0 / ﬂofeiaW) I
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'_ Wlldhfe (Protection) Act, 1972 (Act no. 53 of 1972),

faﬂm:;clé 1348 of the cohstﬁunof:, the Governor is

IN pursuance of the: prowswns of clause’
Eng! __ hmlatmn of notification no. 346/LXXX1-4-2020-

pleased tororder the publication: of the following
$23/2008 T.C., Dated March 17 ; 2020:

lo. 346/LXXXI- 2020—823'}*2008 T.C.
" Dated Luckno March 17 2020
ers that the area, detailed in the Schedule be&ow is. of
wlogical, natural and zoological significance for the purpose of
its environment;
1 under sub-section(1) of section 18 of the
¢ Governer is p}eased to- declare its intention to
itute the area in the stretch of 30 km, along ‘both sides of Ganga River falling in the - districts of
Prayagraj and Mirzapur as  Kachhua Wildlife Sanctuary as per s schedule below:-

WHEREAS the State Government
adequate ecological, faunal, floral; geom:
protectmg, propagating and developing Wlldhfﬁ theremanc{

_... . Now; THEREFORE, in exercise of powers con

-:t?mwo@ﬁro“goﬁo 30 TEUH-2020~(53)-599 AT (&0,

_ Schedule
Name of river Area of Kachhua Wildlife Sanctuary T
Prayagra} .Bhadohi Ganga Area bounded by both banks of river Ganga in the
and Mirzapur stretch of 30 km. along mam stream of River Ganga.
East (Down Stream of the | Latitude- 25.273769
_River) . Longttude—az 287486
_ Falling in Revenue Boundary of Village Banpur
uperwar, Gyanpur of District Bhadohi.
West (Up Stream of the | 00 .
River) 1
Fallmg in we Boundary of Vlllagc Kothari, |
- Boundaries e ' Meja of District Prayagraj.
[ North =7 | LeftBankof RiverGanga %
{ South ~ | Right Bank of River Ganga A
By order,
SUDHIR GARG,
Pramukh Sachiv.

Zptio-Toro 2 W0 QR —2020-(54)-200 o /sffrdte

30 Rph Paryavaran, van anu-4-2020 -data-7



gy ‘f{ 1 I_., i 'w“i ._I_Jj ., | ;_;
02 481 Annerure - A4

UPPCB

m = Uttar Pradesb Pol.lution Control Board
“’a%}ﬁ%- Building. No TC-12V Vibhuti Khand, Gomti Nagar, Lucknow-226010
Phone:0522-2720828,272083 1, Fax:0522-2720764, Email: info@uppch.in, Website: www.uppcb.com
188097/UPPCB/Varanasi(UPPCBRO)/CTO/both/VARANASI/2023 Date: 21/07/2023
To,
M/s
LALLOOJI AND SONS (TENT CITY)
NIRAAN THE TENT CITY, PATCH-3, OTHER SIDE OF GANGA Application Id-
RIVER , KATESAR ,RAMNAGAR ,VARANASI U.P. 21895105

Consolidated Consent to Operate and Authorisation hereinafter referred to as the CCA (Consolidated
Consent & authorization) (Fresh) under Section-25 of the Water (Prevention & Control of Pollution)
Act, 1974 and under Section-21 of the Air (Prevention & Control of Pollution) Act, 1981

CCA 1s hereby granted to LALLOOJI AND SONS (TENT CITY) located at NIRAAN THE TENT
CITY, PATCH-3, OTHER SIDE OF GANGA RIVER , KATESAR ,RAMNAGAR ,VARANASI U.P.

- subject to the provisions of the Water Act, Air Act and the orders that may be made further and subject to
following terms and conditions :-

1. This CCA LALLOOJI AND SONS (TENT CITY) granted for the period from 05/07/2023 to
31/12/2023 and valid for manufacturing of following products.

S Product Quantity Unit
No

2. Conditions under Water(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act -1974 as amended :-
(1) The daily quantity of effluent discharge (KLD) :-

Kind of Effluent Quantity(KLD) | Treatment facility | Discharge point

Domestic 33 KLD STP No Trade Effluent
is allowed to
Discharge

(ii) Trade Effluent Treatment and Disposal :-The applicant shall operate Effluent Treatment Plant consisting
of primary/secondary and tertiary treatment as is required with reference to influent quantity and quality.

In case of stoppage of functioning of ETP, production has to be stopped immediately and this Board has to
be intimated by fax/phone/email with a report in this regard to be dispatched immediately.
(i11) The treated effluent shall be recycled to the maximum extent and should be reused within the premises
for gardening etc. Quality of the treated effluent shall meet to the following general and specific standards as
prescribed under Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986 and applicable to the unit from time-to-time :-

Industrial Effluent Quality Standard

S.No. Parameter Standard

(iv) Sewage Treatment and Disposal :- The applicant shall provide comprehensive STP as is required with
reference to influent quantity and quality.In case of stoppage of functioning of STP, production has to be
stopped immediately and this Board has to be intimated by fax/phone/email with a report in this regard to be
dispatched immediately.
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(v) The treated sewage shall be reused in gardening as far as possible. The STP shall be maintained
continuously so as to achieve the quality of the treated sewage to the following standards.

S No. Parameters Standards
1 pH As per E(P)A Rules, 1986
2 BOD (mg/L) As per E(P)A Rules, 1986
3 TSS (mg/L) As per E(P)A Rules, 1986
4 Fecal Coliform As per E(P)A Rules, 1986
(MPN/100ml)

3. Conditions under Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act -1981 as amended :-

1) The applicant shall use following fuel and install a comprehensive control system consisting of control
equipment as required with reference to generation of emissions and operate and maintain the same
continuously so as to achieve the level of pollutants to the following standards.

Air Pollution Source Details

S No. Air Type of fuel | Stack no Control Height of

Pollution Device Stack
Source

1 125 KVA | Diesel Ol 1 Sulphur | As per E(P)A
DG Set Dioxide Rules, 1986

2 125 KVA | Diesel Oll 2 Particulate | As per E(P)A
DG Set Matter Rules, 1986

3 125 KVA | Diesel Qil 3 Sulphur | As per E(P)A
DG Set Dioxide Rules, 1986

4 125 KVA | Diesel Oil < Sulphur | As per E(P)A
DG Set Dioxide Rules, 1986

Emmission Quality Standards

S No. Stack no Parameters Standards

1 1 Sulphur Dioxide |As per E(P)A Rules,
1986

2 2 Sulphur Dioxide |As per E(P)A Rules,
1986

3 3 Sulphur Dioxide |As per E(P)A Rules,
1986

4 4 Sulphur Dioxide |As per E(P)A Rules,
1986

In case of stoppage of functioning of air pollution control equipment, production has to be stopped
immediately and this Board has to be intimated by fax/phone/email with a report in this regard to be
dispatched immediately
(11) The unit will not use any type of restricted fuel.
iii) Noise from the D.G. Set and other source(s) should be controlled by providing an acoustic enclosure as is
required for meeting the ambient noise standards for night and day time as prescribed for respective
areas/zones (Industrial, Commercial, Residential, Silence) which are as follows :-
Day time : from 6.00 a.m. to 10.00 p.m., Night time: from 10.00 p.m. to 6.00 a.m.

RAM Digitally signed

- by RAM KUMAR

KUMAR /'sINGH
/ ~Date:2023.08.02

SINGH ./ 15119340520
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Standards for Industrial |Commercial | Residential Silence
Noise level in Area Area Area Zone
db(A) Leq

Day |Night| Day |Night| Day |Night| Day |Night
Time | Time | Time | Time | Time | Time | Time | Time

75 70 65 55 55 45 50 40
4. Essential documents to be submitted by the Industry/Unit as Applicable :-

(i) Environment Statement in Form-V of Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986.

(ii) Quarterly compliance report of the CCA, photograph of ETP/APCs/Waste Storage Area.
5. Competent Authority reserves the right to change/modify/add any time any condition of this CCA.

6. Unit has to comply with the following specific & general conditions. Non compliance of any provision of
this CCA and provisions of the Water Act, Air Act and Hazardous and Other Wastes (Management and
Transboundary Movement) Rules, 2016 will results in legal action under the aforesaid Acts and Rules.
7. In compliance to the G.O 1011/81-7-2021-09 (Writ)/2016 dated.13.10.2021 issued by Department of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Uttar Pradesh. You are directed to develop Miyawaki Forest as
per the SOP available at URL:-http://www.upecp.in/TrainingSession.aspx for ensuring timely compliance of
this direction, you are hereby directed to submit a bank guarantee with minimum validity of one year of the
amount equivalent to the sum of initial consent fees (Air and Water) or Rs. 50,000/~ (Rs. Fifty Thousand
Only) whichever is more, within 30 days from the date of issuance of this certificate. In case of non-
compliance of this direction, your consent will be revoked by the Board.

8. If the unit uses the ground water and requires the permission from SGWA/CGWA for water abstraction
then the industry will have to obtain No objection certificate for abstraction of ground water. It will be the
responsibility of the industry to comply with the various conditions of the NOC obtained from the
competent authority and submit to the Board, within 3 months time failing which CTO will be revoked.

General Conditions:-

L. The applicant shall get analysed the samples of effluent/emission/hazardous wastes at least once in a three
month from the laboratory recognized by the MoEF and shall report to the UPPCB.

2. The applicant shall however, not without the prior consent of the Board bring into use any new or altered
outlet for the discharge of effluent or gases emission or sewage waste from the unit.

3. Treated Industial waste water and domestic waste water shall be disposed jointly at one disposal point.
The applicant shall provide discharge measurement equipment at final disposal point.

4. The applicant shall strictly comply with conditions of this CCA and submit compliance report of stipulated
conditions within 30 days of receipt of this CCA. If at any point of time, it is found that the industry is not
complying with stipulated conditions or any further direction/instruction issued by the Board, legal action
shall be initiated against the applicant.

5. The applicant shall maintain good house keeping. All valves/pipes/sewer/drains etc. must be leak-proof

6. The industry shall provide uninterrupted entry to the STP/ETP inlet and outlet points, Air Pollution
Control equipment and stack for smooth sampling/monitoring of efficiency of pollution control systems.
7. The industry shall provide Inspection Book at the time of inspection to the Board's officials.

8. Whenever due to any accident or other unforeseen act or event, such emission occurs or is apprehended to
occur in excess of standards laid down, such information shall be reported to the Board's offices and all
other concerned offices. In case of failure of pollution control equipment, the production process connected
to it shall be stopped with immediate effect.

9. The industry shall operate in a manner so that all emissions be emitted through designated chimney/stack
only.

10. In case of any damage to the agriculture productivity, human habitation etc. by the operation of industry,
it shall be imperative to stop production in the industry with immediate effect and such information shall be




(97, 484
reported to Board's offices. The industry shall be liable to pay compensation also in such cases as decided by,
the Competent Authority.

11. The applicant shall apply before the 60 days of expiry of CCA or any change in production types/
production capacity/manufacturing process/capacity enhancement etc. or any change in effluent discharge
point or emission point

12. The Board reserves the right to revoke/add/modify any stipulated condition issued along with CCA, as
may be necessary.

Specific Conditions:-

1. This CTO is only valid for Temporary Structures for 01 patch of 10 hectares on which total 120 Tents (30
Tents each in 04 phases) at Other Side of Ganga River (IN FRONT OF ASSI GHAT), Katesar, Ramnaga
Varanasi, U.P. and Geo-coordinates-25.299897 & 83.013641 by M/s LALLOOJI AND SONS (Tent City
Varanasi). In case of any change in capacity, the project will have to intimate the Board. For any
enhancement of the above, fresh Consent to Establish has to be obtained from U.P. State Pollution Control
Board.

2. This CTO is only valid for Temporary Structures and no case proponent is allowed to construct permanent
structures, failing which this CTO would deemed void.

3. This CTO shall only be valid with the effect from the date on which the proponent obtained approval from
National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) or Competent Authority under the Provisions of notification
dated 07.10.2016 of Ministry of Water Recourses, River Development and Ganga Conservation.

4. The proponent could not start construction activities before obtaining approval from National Mission for
Clean Ganga (NMCG) or Competent Authority under the Provisions of notification dated 07.10.2016 of

Ministry of Water Recourses, River Development and Ganga Conservation, failing which this CTO would
deemed void.

5. This CTO is subject to the orders of Hon’ble National Green Tribunal in O.A. No. 203/2023 in the matter
of Tushar Goswami Vs. Union of India & Ors.

6. The Project proponent shall submit Environmental Statement to the Board in time.
7. Implementation report of Compliance of consent conditions must be submitted within one month.

8. Audited Balance Sheet/ C.A. Certificate should be submitted within one month from the date of issue of
this Certificate for verification of Consent fee payable.

9. 33 KLD domestic effluent is generated which shall be stored in a sump having capacity 16 KL. The stored
domestic effluent shall be transferred to 10 MLD STP at Ramnagar for treatment.

10. The solid waste shall be disposed through Nagar Nigam, Varanasi.

11. D.G. sets must be equipped with acoustic enclosure to control noise pollution & stack height shall be
maintained as per prescribed norms.

12. The Project proponent shall strictly comply with all the directions issued from UPPCB, CPCB and
Hon'ble NGT from time to time.
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13. The Project shall operate in such a way so that is does not affect the Surrounding Environment &
Population.

14. The Project shall obtain prior consents in the event of any addition of new emission generation sources
such as- Boiler/ Furnace/ Heaters/ D.G. Sets or alteration of existing emission sources in accordance with
section- 21/22 of air Act 1981 (as amended respectively).

I5. The Project shall dispose the hazardous waste through authorized recyclers/TSDF and comply with the
provisions of Hazardous and Other Wastes (Management and Trans-boundary Movement) Amendment
Rules, 2016 and The Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016 as amended.

16. The Order issued by Hon'ble Courts/Hon'ble NGT, MoEF & CC, Central Pollution Control Board, U.P
Pollution Control Board and directions issued by Hon'ble National Green Tribunal, New Delhi in Order
dated 13.07.2017 in OA no. 200/2014, M.C. Mehta v/s Union of India. Shall be complied with.

17. If closure order is issued by CPCB or UPPCB against any defaulting unit, then CTO issued earlier will
suspended during the pendency of the closure period and after ensuring the compliance and after revocation
of closure order, the CTO will be deemed to be restore subject to the effective date of revocation of the
closure order, with imposed conditions thereof.

18. Concealing factual data or submission of false/fabricated data and failure to comply with any of the

conditions mentioned above may result in withdrawal of this CTO and attract action under the provisions of
Law. Diai .
gitally signed by
RAM KUMAR ram kUMAR SINGH
SINGH . Date: 2023.08.02
Chief Environmentai Officet? tSide

Copy to:

Regional Officer, U.P. Pollution Control Board, Varanasi for information and necessary action.
Digitally signed by

RAM KUMAR gam KUMAR SINGH

SINGH /_Date: 2023.08.02
Chief Environmentai Offhet)Tipeh6




—— 9T LiFE - wata<or % Rre sfrae deft \" LIFE "

@m (Lifestyle For Environment ) \’Y iRt e
Ko <3 SAEATIET FT 929 Enwrgnment

o FETHAT — IUEAT § 7 qfier Fi wregar g AT qing Trvary gt w1

o HFET  -UHA ITANT TATRSH IATE SF H9, Foa, 99, =, SqTasH i #T ITAN 7 g7 ua
wratareor srgeaer el S FTTST/a=l | a9 & A1 FEed i At & § |

o UFA ITANT ATREH IeATE & TANT Fl Lshed UF ToATIH 77 & 917 FI2 F 97 FT ITINT FH4F AT
T 375 fafera =7 S (wrfees) F9L 7 ST T=AT ST THaT §

o AT sferaen (FhaT TRm) 1 i srtEaT 2030 9F T 14 99 FAE 700 A
sfafisr o= Soue =2 gar 2 | 3% /afire b & 0E 9, 7 Bl & gares ar gl L2

o ATTAN TATEE / T TeTE F AT H G & W | T ITA reror 3 28 i § -
e TETsHaT 1 § | T S-OarsfaenT srs § saart sefae® / SO ScIT $T a7 977 4§
0.75 fafergs o % o927 ywEww By o " § v ey F oy gaiEofr g &
THT ST THaT &

e TTEY ATd AHT - T (& FT Ao+ a1eaa ¥ IRagd ft amEegsar § - 9g | 7 e §7F 2
e T & fore S SeE aeE F1X, quaT 99T g1 a1 F1 99 F ®Y § HE0E A Gy w2 a94r
T TiEeT 1 FEw w7

o HYS TAT UL FH A FH STH ATIME FT IS Y &A1 TAFT SATHIFLT HL

o  STAN AT @TE AHAT ATTH T TATH dAT e aiEa wag T dearel £ ggEar § g6 &
AT o3t Ak TESTE ST Ay € | A8 AT e e et i Fire (a6 ) F ¥ 15
JTT A IS F TL Z1 T THATAT ST TFqAT 5

o AT TE - SULT A AT UTAT F ITART F qTAT HF @7 1 30 - 40% TF F FFar o1 war 81 vF
ITART H 7 2 9T T41 FT a9 @ 777 & 9 fferww e arvit ammar smawar g

o i TTge/ed HIfET ¥ FTveERT & T dT wa 7T 7 22.5 e kwh et A a=e By
qFAT !

e TITINIT Fod % #4T9 9¢ CFL F7 370 fasett &7 aoa & ware) &+t o & | ST § 9 g9 9%
faroreft U #Y d F | WY e A SUR F STHNT Ay yra T 3

BT BT g sftaer A= fr wrafRaaret &1 e di watawor saa gwiair g s ggiar &
TR g aRE g |



AR

‘:‘M;"” Uttar Pradesh Pollution Control Board
“-}%}g’ e Building. No TC-12V Vibhuti Khand, Gomti Nagar, Lucknow-226010

Phone:0522-2720828,2720831, Fax:0522-2720764, Email: info@uppcb.in, Website: www.uppcb.com

185912/UPPCB/Varanasi(UPPCBRO)/CTO/both/VARANASI/2023
To,
M/s
Tent City Varanasi

TENT CITY VARANASI, CROSS RIVER OPPOSITE ASSI GHAT
VARANASI ,VARANASIL221008

Date: 04/07/2023

Application I1d-
21508056

Consolidated Consent to Operate and Authorisation hereinafter referred to as the CCA (Consolidated
Consent & authorization) (Fresh) under Section-25 of the Water (Prevention & Control of Pollution)
Act, 1974 and under Section-21 of the Air (Prevention & Control of Pollution) Act, 1981

CCA is hereby granted to Tent City Varanasi located at TENT CITY VARANASI, CROSS RIVER
OPPOSITE ASSI GHAT VARANASI ,VARANASI,221008. subject to the provisions of the Water Act,
Air Act and the orders that may be made further and subject to following terms and conditions :-

1. This CCA Tent City Varanasi granted for the period from 14/06/2023 to 31/12/2023 and valid for
manufacturing of following products.

S Product
No

2. Conditions under Water(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act -1974 as amended :-
(1) The daily quantity of effluent discharge (KLD) :-

Quantity Unit

Kind of Effluent Quantity(KLD) | Treatment facility | Discharge point
Domestic 37 KLD 37 KLD domestic | No Trade Effluent
effluent is is allowed to
generated which Discharge

shall be stored in a
sump having
capacity 16 KL.
The stored
domestic effluent
shall be
transferred to 10
MLD STP at
Ramnagar for
treatment

(i1) Trade Effluent Treatment and Disposal :-The applicant shall operate Effluent Treatment Plant consisting
of primary/secondary and tertiary treatment as is required with reference to influent quantity and quality.

In case of stoppage of functioning of ETP, production has to be stopped immediately and this Board has to
be intimated by fax/phone/email with a report in this regard to be dispatched immediately.
(iii) The treated effluent shall be recycled to the maximum extent and should be reused within the premises
for gardening etc. Quality of the treated effluent shall meet to the following general and specific standards as
prescribed under Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986 and applicable to the unit from time-to-time :-
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Industrial Effluent Quality Standard

S.No. Parameter Standard

(iv) Sewage Treatment and Disposal :- The applicant shall provide comprehensive STP as is required with
reference to influent quantity and quality.In case of stoppage of functioning of STP, production has to be
stopped immediately and this Board has to be intimated by fax/phone/email with a report in this regard to be
dispatched immediately.

(v) The treated sewage shall be reused in gardening as far as possible. The STP shall be maintained
continuously so as to achieve the quality of the treated sewage to the following standards.

S No. Parameters Standards

3. Conditions under Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act -1981 as amended :-

i) The applicant shall use following fuel and install a comprehensive control system consisting of control
equipment as required with reference to generation of emissions and operate and maintain the same
continuously so as to achieve the level of pollutants to the following standards.

Air Pollution Source Details

S No. Air Type of fuel | Stack no Control Height of
Pollution Device Stack
Source
1 250 KVA | Diesel Qil 1 Sulphur As per E(P)A
DG Set . Dioxide Rules, 1986
2 250 KVA | Diesel Oil 2 Sulphur | As per E(P)A
DG Set Dioxide Rules, 1986

Emmission Quality Standards

S No. Stack no Parameters Standards
1 1 Sulphur Dioxide |As per E(P)A Rules,
1986
2 2 Sulphur Dioxide |As per E(P)A Rules,
1986

In case of stoppage of functioning of air pollution control equipment, production has to be stopped
immediately and this Board has to be intimated by fax/phone/email with a report in this regard to be
dispatched immediately

(i1) The unit will not use any type of restricted fuel.

iii) Noise from the D.G. Set and other source(s) should be controlled by providing an acoustic enclosure as is
required for meeting the ambient noise standards for night and day time as prescribed for respective
areas/zones (Industrial, Commercial, Residential, Silence) which are as follows :-

Day time : from 6.00 a.m. to 10.00 p.m., Night time: from 10.00 p.m. to 6.00 a.m.

Standards for Industrial | Commercial | Residential Silence
Noise level in Area Area Area Zone
db(A) Leq

Day |Night| Day |Night| Day |Night| Day |Night
Time | Time | Time | Time | Time | Time | Time | Time

75 70 65 55 58 45 50 40
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4. Essential documents to be submltted by the Industry/Unit as Applicable :-
(1) Environment Statement in Form-V of Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986.
(11) Quarterly compliance report of the CCA, photograph of ETP/APCs/Waste Storage Area.
5. Competent Authority reserves the right to change/modify/add any time any condition of this CCA.
6. Unit has to comply with the following specific & general conditions. Non compliance of any provision of
this CCA and provisions of the Water Act, Air Act and Hazardous and Other Wastes (Management and
Transboundary Movement) Rules, 2016 will results in legal action under the aforesaid Acts and Rules.
7. In compliance to the G.O 1011/81-7-2021-09 (Writ)/2016 dated.13.10.2021 issued by Department of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Uttar Pradesh. You are directed to develop Miyawaki Forest as
per the SOP available at URL:-http://www.upecp.in/TrainingSession.aspx for ensuring timely compliance of
this direction, you are hereby directed to submit a bank guarantee with minimum validity of one year of the
amount equivalent to the sum of initial consent fees (Air and Water) or Rs. 50,000/- (Rs. Fifty Thousand
Only) whichever is more, within 30 days from the date of issuance of this certificate. In case of non-
compliance of this direction, your consent will be revoked by the Board.
8. If the unit uses the ground water and requires the permission from SGWA/CGWA for water abstraction
then the industry will have to obtain No objection certificate for abstraction of ground water. It will be the
responsibility of the industry to comply with the various conditions of the NOC obtained from the
competent authority and submit to the Board, within 3 months time failing which CTO will be revoked.

General Conditions:-

1. The applicant shall get analysed the samples of effluent/emission/hazardous wastes at least once in a three
month from the laboratory recognized by the MoEF and shall report to the UPPCB. '

2. The applicant shall however, not without the prior consent of the Board bring into use any new or altered
outlet for the discharge of effluent or gases emission or sewage waste from the unit.

3. Treated Industial waste water and domestic waste water shall be disposed jointly at one disposal point.
The applicant shall provide discharge measurement equipment at final disposal point.

4. The applicant shall strictly comply with conditions of this CCA and submit compliance report of stipulated
conditions within 30 days of receipt of this CCA. If at any point of time, it is found that the industry is not
complying with stipulated conditions or any further direction/instruction issued by the Board, legal action
shall be initiated against the applicant.

5. The applicant shall maintain good house keeping. All valves/pipes/sewer/drains etc. must be leak-proof

6. The industry shall provide uninterrupted entry to the STP/ETP inlet and outlet points, Air Pollution
Control equipment and stack for smooth sampling/monitoring of efficiency of pollution control systems.
7. The industry shall provide Inspection Book at the time of inspection to the Board's officials.

8. Whenever due to any accident or other unforeseen act or event, such emission occurs or is apprehended to
occur in excess of standards laid down, such information shall be reported to the Board's offices and all
other concerned offices. In case of failure of pollution control equipment, the production process connected
to it shall be stopped with immediate effect.

9. The industry shall operate in a manner so that all emissions be emitted through designated chimney/stack
only.

10. In case of any damage to the agriculture productivity, human habitation etc. by the operation of industry,
it shall be imperative to stop production in the industry with immediate effect and such information shall be
reported to Board's offices. The industry shall be liable to pay compensation also in such cases as decided by
the Competent Authority.

11. The applicant shall apply before the 60 days of expiry of CCA or any change in production types/
production capacity/manufacturing process/capacity enhancement etc. or M change in Bfﬂltaﬂt discha ch

sighe
point or emission point by RAMyKUgMAR

KUMAR SINGH

CINIC L D’é’fé:'-.?023.08.02
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12. The Board reserves the right to revoke/add/modify any stipulated condition issued along with CCA, as
may be necessary. :

Specific Conditions:-

1. This CTO is only valid for Temporary Structures for 02 patches of area 10 hectares each on which total 58
Tents (08 Ganga Vila Tents with Panch Pool, 12 Darbari Tents with Panch Pool and 38 Kashi Sweet Tent)
and 82 Tents (18 Ganga Vila Darshan Tents with Panch Pool, 29 Premium Tents and 35 Deluxe Tent), 01
Spa with 02 Rooms, 01 Dining Hall having 180 Seating Capacity, 01 Conference Hall having 800 seating
capacity and 01 Library with Art and Craft Room at Other Side of Ganga River (IN FRONT OF ASSI
GHAT), Katesar, Ramnaga Varanasi, U.P. and Geo-coordinates-25.295705 & 83.012813 by M/s Praveg
Communication Ltd. (Tent City Varanasi) having Geo-coordinates-25.295705 & 83.012813. In case of any
change in capacity, the project will have to intimate the Board. For any enhancement of the above, fresh
Consent to Establish has to be obtained from U.P. State Pollution Control Board.

2. This CTO is only valid for Temporary Structures and no case proponent is allowed to construct permanent
structures, failing which this CTO would deemed void.

3. This CTO shall only be valid with the effect from the date on which the proponent obtained approval from
National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) or Competent Authority under the Provisions of notification
dated 07.10.2016 of Ministry of Water Recourses, River Development and Ganga Conservation.

4. The proponent could not start construction for Patch-1 and Patch-2 activities before obtaining approval
from National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) or Competent Authority under the Provisions of
notification dated 07.10.2016 of Ministry of Water Recourses, River Development and Ganga Conservation,

failing which this CTO would deemed void.

5. This CTO is subject to the orders of Hon’ble National Green Tribunal in O.A. No. 203/2023 in the matter
of Tushar Goswami Vs. Union of India & Ors.

6. The Project proponent shall submit Environmental Statement to the Board in time.
7. Implementation report of Compliance of consent conditions must be submitted within one month.

8. Audited Balance Sheet/ C.A. Certificate should be submitted within one month from the date of issue of
this Certificate for verification of Consent fee payable.

9. 37 KLD domestic effluent is generated which shall be stored in a sump having capacity 16 KL. The stored
domestic effluent shall be transferred to 10 MLD STP at Ramnagar for treatment.

10. The solid waste shall be disposed through Nagar Nigam, Varanasi.

11. D.G. sets must be equipped with acoustic enclosure to control noise pollution & stack height shall be
maintained as per prescribed norms.

12. The Project proponent shall strictly comply with all the directions issued from UPPCB, CPCB and
Hon'ble NGT from time to time.

13. The Project shall operate in such a way so that is does not affect the Surrounding Environment &
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Population.

14. The Project shall obtain prior consents in the event of any addition of new emission generation sources
such as- Boiler/ Furnace/ Heaters/ D.G. Sets or alteration of existing emission sources in accordance with
section- 21/22 of air Act 1981 (as amended respectively).

15. The Project shall dispose the hazardous waste through authorized recyclers/TSDF and comply with the
provisions of Hazardous and Other Wastes (Management and Trans-boundary Movement) Amendment
Rules, 2016 and The Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016 as amended.

16. The Order issued by Hon'ble Courts/Hon'ble NGT, MoEF & CC, Central Pollution Control Board, U.P
Pollution Control Board and directions issued by Hon'ble National Green Tribunal, New Delhi in Order
dated 13.07.2017 in OA no. 200/2014, M.C. Mchta v/s Union of India. Shall be complied with.

17. If closure order is issued by CPCB or UPPCB against any defaulting unit, then CTO issued earlier will
suspended during the pendency of the closure period and after ensuring the compliance and after revocation
of closure order, the CTO will be deemed to be restore subject to the effective date of revocation of the
closure order, with imposed conditions thereof.

18. Concealing factual data or submission of false/fabricated data and failure to comply with any of the
conditions mentioned above may result in withdrawal of this CTO and attract action under the provisions of

Law. Digitally signed by
RAM KUMAR RaM KUMAR SINGH
SINGH Date: 2023.08.02

Chief Environmenital Offli‘@l?:zqrt9eilé o
Copy to: '

Regional Officer, U.P. Pollution Control Board, Varanasi for information and necessary action.

Digitally signed by
RAM KUMAR gam kUMAR SINGH

¢+ _Date: 2023.08.02
ChicPBWabhmentai OffigenCirplers
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