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Ref. No. -"/'T'?,/F 2 /Hé‘?r%;ﬁlg Dated fé‘/rlaij
To, '

The Deputy Registrar (Judicial)

National Green Tribunal,

Principal Bench, New Delhi-110001
Subject:- Regarding submission of factual/inspection report in com liance of order dated
01/03/2023 passed by Hon’ble NGT, New Delhi in the matter of O.A. No. 125/2023
News item published in Rashtriva Sahara dated 03.02.02023 titled “Podhon ka
pata Nahin, Nirai Godai main lakhon ka khel”(Plants missing. game of lacs in

plantations)” .

Hon’ble Sir
That the Hon’ble NGT has pass Following order in OA no 125/2023 on dated 01/03/2023.

% "3 We have duly considered the matter and find that the report is incomplete which may
facilitate decision. It is not clear as to what is the source of water for watering of the plants
particularly when the area is water scarce area and how data has been compiled in absence of
identification marks on the plants. We thus feel that to arrive at truth of 2 the matter, another factual
report with involvement of higher level officers is necessary.

4.Having regard to the above, we constitute a joint Committee comprising PCCF (HoFF), UP,
ICFRE, Dehradun, FSI, Dehradun, District Magistrate, Gonda, nominee of MoEF&CC, Regional
Officer, Lucknow and UP State PCB. The State PCB will be the nodal agency for coordination and
compliance. The joint Committee may meet within 15 days, undertake visit to the site, interact with
the stakeholders and coordinate with concerned local bodies, residents and panchayat and other
concerned persons of Institutions. The committee will be free to meet online or offline and take
assistance from any other expert/institution. A factual report in the matter may be furnished within
two months by email at judicial-ngt@gov.in preferably in the form of searchable PDF/ OCR Support
PDF and not in the form of Image PDF....."

With respect is stated that in accordance to the compliance of aforesaid order passed by the
Hon’ble NGT on dated 01/03/2023 the Tikri Renge in Gonda Division is in question has been jointly
inspected by Conservator of Forests, Devipatan Circle, Gonda, Scientist G & Head, ICFRE-Eco
Rehabilitation Center, Prayagraj, Assistant Inspector General of Forests, MoEF & CC, UP, Lucknow,
Deputy Director (FI), Forest Survey of India, Dehradun, Refional Officer, Uttar Pradesh Pollution
Control Board, Ayodhya and District Horticulture Officer, Gonda (on behalf of District Magistrate,

Gonda) dated on 18/03/2023 and 19/03/2023.
The copy of the factual/inspection report is annexed herewith this letter for your kind perusal.

Enclosure-As above.
With %

Ayodhya
Dated- (Chandresh Kumar)

Regional Officer
U.P.Pollution Control Board,
Ayodhya

?lﬁ * 1/17/104, Ramnagar Colony, Parikrma Marg, Ayodhya-224001 * 1/17/104, TFFPIC ST, STEHT 51, STaTea-224001




Joint Inspection Report of News item publisZeg in Rashtriya Sahara dated 03.02.2023

titled “Podhon ka pata Nahin, Nirai Godai main lakhon ka khel” (Plants missing, same
of lacs in plantation)” in OA no. 125/2023

Background:

Hon’ble National Green Tribunal, Principal Bench, New Delhi vide its order dated 01.03.2023 in the
matter of News item published in News items published in Rashtriya Sahara dated 03.02.2023 titled
“Podhon ka pata Nahin, Nirai Godai main lakhon ka khel” (Plants missing, game of lacs in
plantation)” in case of O.A. No. 125/2023 to ascertain the factual position. Relevant para of Hon’ble NGT
order is as under-

1. Proceedings have been initiated suo motu in the light of the captioned media report to the effect
that in the name of plantation at Tikri range, District Gonda huge funds are being diverted in
collusion with the Forest Officers.

2. In pursuance to the notice issued by the Registry of this Tribunal, to the District Magistrate,
Gonda and DFO, Gonda, reply has been filed only by the DFO, Gonda to the effect that
plantations are successful to the extent of 98.50% and the media report is not factually correct.
Range Officer has appeared to support the report.

3. We have duly considered the matter and find that the report is incomplete which may facilitate
decision. It is not clear as to what is the source of water for watering of the plants particularly
when the area is water scarce area and how data has been compiled in absence of identification
marks on the plants. We thus feel that to arrive at truth of 2 the matter, another factual report with
involvement of higher level officers is necessary.

4. Having regard to the above, we constitute a joint Committee comprising PCCF (HoFF), UP,
ICFRE, Dehradun, FSI, Dehradun, District Magistrate, Gonda, nominee of MoEF& CC, Regional
Officer, Lucknow and UP State PCB. The State PCB will be the nodal agency for coordination
and compliance. The joint Committee may meet within 15 days, undertake visit to the site, interact
with the stakeholders and coordinate with concerned local bodies, residents and panchayat and
other concerned persons of Institutions. The committee will be free to meet online or offline and
take assistance from any other expert/institution. A factual report in the matter may be furnished
within two months by email at judicial-ngt@gov.in preferably in the form of searchable PDF/
OCR Support PDF and not in the form of Image PDF.

List this matter on 19.05.2023.

In compliance of above order passed by Hon’ble NGT, joint committee inspection of Tikri
Range in Gonda Division on 18 and 19.04.2023 in the matter of News item published in News items
published in Rashtriya Sahara dated 03.02.2023 titled “Podhon ka pata Nahin, Nirai Godai main
lakhon ka khel” (Plants missing, game of lacs in plantation)” has been carried out by the following
team members-

1. Dr. Anirudh Pandey, Conservator of Forests, Devipatan Circle, Gonda.
2. Dr. Sanjay Singh, Scientist G & Head, ICFRE-Eco Rehabilitation Center, Prayagraj. W
3. Dr. Pranay-Mishra, Assistant Inspector General of Forests, MoEF & CC, UP, Lucknow.
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4. Dr. Kamal Pandey, Deputy Director (FI), Forest ervey of India, Dehradun.
Shri Chandresh Kumar, Regional Officer, Uttar Pradesh Pollution Control Board, Ayodhya.
6. Dr. D.K Verma, District Horticulture Officer, Gonda.

Ln

Salient observation in the light of Hon’ble NGT directions dated 01.03.2023, recommendation
based on site inspection and available records are as under:-

The committee met on 18™ and 19™ April 2023 at Tikri range in Gonda Division. Upon discussing the area
of interest got information that the range Tikri is constituted of 7416.87 Ha of TROPPICAL MOIST
DECIDUQOUS FOREST. The area mostly constituted by Shorea robusta forests with associated species
(Moist Deciduous Forests as per champion and seths classification). The committee studied the records of all
the 48 sites planted in 2022 rainy season and discussed the project estimates as per components provided
from preparation of saplings, treatment of area of plantation, pit digging, plantation, weeding frequencies,
irrigation frequencies were discussed in detail with the state forest officials. |

The range is constituted of 7 beats. Committee upon discussion decided to cover the whole range by vising
at least one plantation in every beat. We were informed that the working plan of the division has expired in
2018-19 and extension up to 2023-24 has been taken from Ministry of Environment and climate change
through due procedure and the plantations has been carried out under the provisions of sanctioned working
plan extension.

The team visited eight plantation sites representing 16.7% of the total 48 plantation sites, namely,

RAMGARH, S. No.4 ,PART 1, 10 Ha, SOCIAL FORESTRY 83, (11000 PLANTS)
RAMGARH, S. No.3 ,PART 1, 10 Ha, SOCIAL FORESTRY 60, (11000 PLANTS)
RAMGARH BEAT, RAMGARH, S. No.6 , 8 Ha, CAMPA N.C.A , (8800 PLANTS)
RAMGARH, S. No.7 ,PART 1, 10 Ha, SOCIAL FORESTRY 60, (11000 PLANTS)
RAMGARH, COMP. Nol6 ,PART I, 10 Ha, SOCIAL FORESTRY 60, (11000 PLANTS)
RAMGARH, COMP. No. 12, 10 Ha, SOCIAL FORESTRY 60 (11000 PLANTYS)
LIDEHNA, COMP. No. 1 part 2, 15 Ha, SOCIAL FORESTRY 60 (16500 PLANTS
RAMGARH, COMP NO 2, PART 1, 10 Ha, SOCIAL FORESTRY 60, (11000 PLANTS)
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Observation of the committee on site inspection:

1. The plantation sites were present predominantly on Sal and other miscellaneous associated species
forest patch and were basically Gap plantation where plantation is done in the forest where sufficient
gap is there in canopy for survival of the saplings.

2. The species planted were predominantly Sagaun (Teak), though other species like Jamun, Karanj,
Imli and Asan were also there.

3. The saplings planted in rainy season of 2022 were present and as per ocular observation and random
counting at 8 sites in all 7 beets (16.7% of total) where the plantations were undertaken the survival
was more than 90% through with variable height and growth of the seedlings. This is at par with the
prescribed standards (Annexure-1).

4. Height growth of planted seedlings especially those of Teak at some sites was low which may have
resulted due to a) damage to seedlings by heavy grazing pressure (toppling by the cattle) and
regrowth thereafter; b) damage due to submergence of plantation for 2-3 months, late rains and
passage of flood water; c) casualty replacement by the watchers. Regarding plants other than teak,
plants were of better height. Though grazing pressure on them was evident.

5. Since plantation project is of 3 years and heat wave has started in the area irrigation via water tanks

using labors were being performed.
% ®/ e
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6. We were informed at the site that the working plan of the division has expired in 2018-19 and
extension approval up to 2023-24 has been taken from Ministry of Environment and climate c‘nange
via due procedure.

7. We also evaluated the report of the committee constituted under the Additional Principle Chief
Conservator of Forest/ Chief Conservator of Forest, Monitoring and Evaluation, UP, Lucknow
(Annexure-2) by PCCF & HoFF, UP as per the guidelines for 100% verification of the plantations.
[t corresponds with our observation about survival of the plantations.

On 19 April 2023 a meeting with stakeholders comprising Gram Pradhans, Villagers of the
forest surrounding area, Nagar Panchayat representatives, the forest plantation watchers and people
benefitting from forestry activities was organized. The committee had individual conversation with
each of the stakeholders present.

Observation during committee interaction with stakeholders:

1. Most of the representatives from local bodies, Panchayat etc. were aware of plantations carried
out in their areas. They reported the plantations are of good quality in the initial year of
establishment and will be valuable in future (Annexure-3: List of stakeholder’s/local body
members interacted).

2. There is predominance of Teak in all plantation carried out by Forest department. The reason

stated for high teak proportion is its hardiness and less palatability to stray cattle.

There is presence of stray cattle inside the forests since decades, this forest residing stray cattle

are been given name “van gaiya” by villagers. As informed by villagers the behavior of van gaiya

is different from normal livestock. They are more aggressive towards people as they have very
less interaction with people. In forests plantation the grazing pressure is more by Van gaiyas than
normal stray cattle living in the village surroundings.

4. The plantation registers which are the valid authentic documents for any plantation work carried
out, were found in place with proper entries of activities, duly signed by the officials/observers
and photographs.

5. People’s representatives who had verified the works and commented on plantation journals were
asked about genuineness of their comments. They were asked how they come on conclusion that
plantation is in good or bad shape. Representatives had informed the committee that the survival,
heights and protection standards are observed by them in person. We asked representatives that if
they know any villager of their area employed in forestry activities in response to which they
were able to tell names of some villagers.

The general observation of the committee that representatives were satisfied with the efforts of
the state forest department in doing and protecting the plantations.

6. People’s representatives were of the view that useful and fruit bearing plants like Bamboo, Amla,
Kathal, Guava and Mango tree are a few recommended species by representatives which should
be planted on community land and private area.

7. The watchers employed by the Forest department were also interviewed. They were found to be
well versed with the planting and aftercare techniques. However, most of them cited heavy
grazing pressure especially that of “van gaiya” in their area. Some reported submergence of
plantations due to flooding for more than 2 months last year causality replacement done by the
Daily wagers Suraksha watchers. (Annexure-4).

8. The committee interviewed the concerned FRO whose name appeared in the newspaper report.
He denied meeting and providing any information to the scribe. Thus, the forest department view
cited in the news report is imaginary and misleading (Annexure-5).
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—onclusion’

L

Survivals of the plants are found to be more than 90 percent as observed by ocular estimation on
the sites visited.

2. The plantations are being treated as per sanctioned project estimates by prescribed activities in
the project.

3. Stake holders were satisfied with the execution of the plantation activities and confirmed the
challenges like grazing pressure.

4. The Committee observes that the assertion in newspaper report that the plantations are only in
papers and not in field is not correct. Further “niraigurai”, watering etc. are part of approved
management prescription. We could see these were actually carried out in the areas sampled.

Z _
(Dr. Anirudh Pandey) (Dr. éanjay ingh) (Dr. Pranay Mishra)
Conservator of Forests, Scientist G & Head, AW&:&OI’
Devipatan Circle, ICFRE-Eco Rehabilitation Génetal of Forests,
Gonda. Center, Prayagraj. MoEF & CC, UP,
Lucknow.
(Dr. K n(l’a;dey) (Chﬁar} (Dr. D.K. Verma)
Deputy Director (FI), Regional Officer, Uttar District Horticulture
Forest Survey of India, Pradesh Pollution Control Officer, Gonda.
Dehradun. Board, Ayodhya.

NGT committee report
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List of Annexures

Standard survival percentage year wise.

Committee Report by Chief Conservator of Forest, Monitoring
and Evaluation, UP, Lucknow.

List of Stakeholders and local body members interacted.

List of Daily wagers Suraksha watchers interacted.

Forest Range Officer, Tikri Range Statement.

Plantation Journals with photographs.

Pictures of committee working.
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