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        02.   23.02.2021 1.  Heard Mr. Prava Ranjan Mishra, learned Counsel 

for the Petitioner. 

  2.  This writ petition is filed challenging the order dated 

24
th

 December, 2020 by Shree Jagannath Temple Office 

in Appeal Case No.2 of 2020. This order has been 

passed after hearing the Petitioner and pursuant to an 

earlier order passed by this Court in W.P.(C) No.17896 

of 2020. 

  3.  The facts of the case have been set out in sufficient 

detail in the impugned order itself. The allegation 

against the Petitioner was that even without waiting for 

the execution of a lease agreement or obtaining an 

environment clearance from the competent authority, 

the Petitioner continued operating two stone quarries 

illegally. One being the Golaputkhua (Ka) Building 

Stone quarry of village Kiajhari (leased quarry) and the 

other at village Nijigarh, Tapang (unauthorized). 

  3.  The impugned order also contains the admission of 

the Petitioner regarding clandestine illegal operation in 

the unauthorized stone quarry of village Nijigarh 

Tapang. Earlier a penalty of Rs.2,50,000/- had been 

W.P.(C) No.1415 of 2021 
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imposed by the Sub-Collector on the Petitioner and a 

warning has been issued to him not to indulge in such 

clandestine illegal quarry operation. 

  4.  The impugned order refers to two enquires 

conducted. One was the joint enquiry by the Sub-

Collector, Khordha, Tahasildar, Khordha, Co-

ordination Officer, SJTA, Puri and Naib Tahasildar, 

Jatni on 25
th
 June, 2016 which bore out the above 

factual position regarding the Petitioner’s illegal 

operation of the quarries. 

  5. Another GPS survey report dated 5
th
 January, 2018 

showed that the Petitioner had lifted 6,72,051 Cum. of 

material against the admissible MGQ of 50600 Cum. 

spread over three lease years. Accordingly, a demand 

notice for a sum of Rs.14,90,07,973/- was issued by 

letter dated 13
th
 April, 2018 of the Temple Authorities. 

After deducting the royalty amount the sum own to the 

Petitioner to Rs.71,90,400 which he paid prior to issue 

of the notice. 

  6.  A second phase GPS survey was made during 

March, 2019 which revealed excess lifting of 31305 

Cum. of material by the Petitioner against the 
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admissible MGQ of 16800 Cum. This triggered another 

demand dated 1
st
 April 2020 for a sum of 

Rs.39,26,316/-.  

  7. Learned counsel for Petitioner states that the 

Petitioner may be permitted to make one more 

representation to the Temple Authorities for reduction 

of the demand. 

  8. The Court is unable to agree with the above 

submission. The Petitioner appears to be illegally 

operating the quarries with impunity. Even the 

imposition of demands, paid by the Petitioner from time 

to time, do not appear to deter him from continuing to 

illegally operate the mines in question. Any amount of 

penalty imposed on the Petitioner does not appear deter 

him at all. There is no room at all for any leniency. 

  9.  Counsel for Petitioner informs the Court that the 

quarries in question have since been shut down. The 

Court only hopes and trusts that the Opposite Parties / 

Authorities shall ensure it remains that way. 

  10. There is no merit in the writ petition. It is 

accordingly dismissed.    
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  11.  Urgent certified copy of this order be issued as 

per rules.  

 

(Dr. S. Muralidhar) 

Chief Justice 

 

 

(B. P. Routray) 

Judge 
M.K.Panda/ 

K. Majhi  


