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Compliance report of the Govt. of Assam in Order dated 09/03/2022 passed in 
O.A. No. 178/2022 in the matter of News item published in the Hindu dated 
27.02.2022 titled “Tourism has brought economic prosperity to the Himalayan 
region, but the environmental cost has been catastrophic”    
    
 
A. Mitigation measures being undertaken in Kaziranga National Park to offset the 

adverse impact of tourism activities on the Environment- a literature review 

 

1. Ecotourism studies have noted social impacts like empowering vulnerable 

groups, particularly women, and heightened environmental awareness, emphasizing the 

importance of conservation and reducing human interference in the natural 

environment(Cabral and Dhar 2020). Tourism and its associated activities generate 

significant benefits, including income, that can balance out the losses incurred due to 

animal raids, offering the potential to shift people's negative perceptions towards 

conservation and resolve potential conflicts in Kaziranga (Das 2015). The primary 

environmental impact of ecotourism lies in the conservation of flora and fauna in 

protected areas, and the success of such endeavours depends on meeting two 

conditions: ensuring that the benefits from preserving these natural resources exceed 

the overall costs and obtaining social benefits, including direct income(Batta 2006). 

2. Several studies have highlighted the efforts made to lead the way to sustainable 

eco-tourism in Kaziranga. The Park's Management Authority has made efforts to engage 

with local villagers, as well as various community organizations such as the Kaziranga 

Development and Jeep Safari Association, the local Hoteliers Association, 

PariveshSamannay Samiti, a prominent and influential Villagers Association, and other 

local NGOs to support the promotion of ecotourism within the park(Hussain 2021). 

3. Kaziranga National Park has been organising annual training for naturalists. 

Tourists have attributed greater credit to the administration of Kaziranga National Park 

in terms of literature availability, guiding quality, and management, while the scientific 

and educational value of a national park can be assessed by quantifying its 

distinctiveness in terms of both geological and ecological diversities(Chakrabarty 2019).  

4. Local residents in Kaziranga actively involved not only in safari activities but also 

participate in various cultural pursuits. This allows tourists to immerse themselves in 

indigenous culture, and the engaged community members can be motivated to 

safeguard their valuable heritage(Hussain 2021). Ecotourism entails the preservation of 

local culture and offers a chance for cultural and social exchange with the global 
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community. Through active involvement of the local community, ecotourism not only 

has the potential to boost the income of stakeholders in KNP but also serves as an 

incentive for them to protect the natural resources(Hussain 2021).  

5. A study aimed to understand the effects of social media advertising in Malaysia 

recommended that promoting ecotourism through social media advertisements 

positively influenced the aspects of "Perceived ease of use" and "Perceived usefulness," 

particularly in terms of their informativeness and service functionality. This, in turn, 

contributes to the intended behaviour of engaging with social media ecotourism 

advertisements(Ulfy et al. 2021). Kaziranga National Park over the years has a robust 

social media profile on Facebook and X (formerly Twitter). This helps disseminate rules, 

regulations and expected behaviour as a sustained educational platform. Promoting 

effective communication and cooperation among village councils, community members, 

and local government authorities to enhance the tourism industry is critical for 

sustainable ecotourism in Assam (Uzir 2022).  

6. Tourism needs to be promoted based on regional research (Uzir 2022). The 

success of ecotourism initiatives greatly depends on the active involvement of local 

communities in decision-making processes and the provision of economic benefits to 

them(Cabral and Dhar 2020) and Kaziranga National Park authorities aim to take up a 

concerted action plan in the coming months to create a win-win situation. 

7. Detailed Action plan as directed by Honble NGT is currently under preparation 

and has been included in the Tiger Conservation Plan of the Tiger Reserve. 
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B. Action taken report supported by an Action Plan to deal the issue of  

     ecological degradation due to Tourism pertaining to Manas Tiger Reserve. 
 

1) Firstly, as highlighted in the said News Item, the areas specified are mostly from 

Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand. 

2) In regards Tourism in Manas National Park, it can well be clarified that the 

Tourism activities are permitted only as per the provision of the Tiger 

Conservation Plan  approved by the National Tiger Conservation Authority as the 

whole of the National Park comes under greater Manas Tiger Reserve with an 

area of 2837.10 Sq.Km that ranges from Sankoch River in the west to Dhansiri 

river in the west. As per the approved Tiger Conservation Plan, only 20% of the 

Manas National Park is availed for Tourism i.e.  an area of only 100 Sq. Km. of the 

total core area of the National Park of 526.22 Sq.Km.which is the barest 

minimum for sustaining  the tourism activities. 

3) Further, there is a definite Tour Map / Tour Track so approved under the Tiger 

Conservation Plan for movement of the Tourist inside the Park which is also 

barest minimum just to sustain the Tourism sector as there is hardly any other 

viable source of livelihood for the fringe people living along the Park , the area 

being  about 20 Km. away from the nearest commercial Hub of Barpeta Road. 

4) It is worth mentioning that while allowing entry into the Park, Tourists are 

strictly prohibited from using any plastic materials and other bio-hazards. There 

is also a concrete system of clearing debris or any hazardous substance which 

may be dumped by the tourist out of ignorance and since, the Tour tracts are 

fixed, it makes quite easier for finding out the debris if at all thrown by some 

tourists while moving inside the Park. 

5) Further only few routes are made available for tourist movement which 

constitute only 20% of the total core area of the Park so it is having only a 

remotest chance of creating any catastrophic environmental cost due to tourism. 

6) In addition, the Park remains open for tourist only for a period of 6(Six) months 

w.e.f. October to March of each year and rest of the six months remain closed for 

outside entry which also helps in continuing a sustainable and purely limited 

tourism activities inside the Park. 

7) As there is no major source of Livelihood support for the poor people living in 

the fringes, so tourism has become a way of economical support for them to 

some extent by providing accommodation, fooding etc. for the outstation 

Tourists. It has helped largely in making a bridge between the department and 

the villagers for the cause of the protection of the wildlife exist in the Park and 

also mitigating the Man-Animal Conflict.  

Overall a sustainable Tourism is only allowed inside Manas National Park 
without  any scope of ecological degradation and time to time to monitoring is 
done from the Park Authority on this sector and maximum effort is ensured to 
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manage the proper habitat for the wildlife as per Tiger Conservation Plan so 
guided by the National Tiger Conservation Authority. 

 AnnualAction Plan :- 
For the proper regulation of Tourism in nature, the Govt.of India has 

prescribed Eco-Tourism Policy and Guidelines in 2002. Further, NTCA the prime 
body for managing Tiger Reserves all over the country has issued circular for 
proper regulation of Eco-Tourism vide dtd.14/12/2007 and accordingly, 
Tourism is allowed only as per provision under Tiger Conservation Plan. and  

An annual action plan is prepared for a sustainable tourism inside the 
Park is as detailed below, 
i) Tourism is to be allowed only in 20% of the total core area of the Park and 

definite Tour Tract is earmarked for the movement of the Tourists. 
ii) For stay of the Outstation Tourists, simple, eco-friendly boarding and 

lodging facilities will be provide by the owners of the said structures. 
iii) Road Net-work within the identified tourism zone to ensue minimum 

pressure on the free movement of the animals inside the Park. 
iv)        Provision of self-guided Nature trails within the permissible area. 
v)       Movement of Tourist is to be allowed only in Registered Private vehicle 

particularly in Maruti Gypsy which is expected to cause  the least pollution 
and no horning in side Park area. 

vi)     Structures with an exotic look causing visual pollution and un-aesthetic 
architecture is to be avoided. 

vii)    Temporary structures for accommodation of the tourist is to be encouraged 
as the tourism remains closed for half of the year. 

viii)     Mechanism to ensure continuous monitoring of adverse effects of tourism 
for quick redressal is to be adopted. 

 For the Tour operators,  
1)  all regulations/restrictions prescribed by the Authority are to be strictly 

abide by. 
2)  To ensure construction of structures only blending with the ecology and 

environment as per the prescribed building code. 
3)   To consider the carrying capacity and sociological use-limits of the site while 

creating tourist facilities and also ensure safety and security of the tourists. 
4)  Energy and water saving mechanism to be adopted as well as controlled 

sewage disposal. 
5)   To ensure control of noise pollution, discharge of chemical effluents and air 

emissions. 
6) To reduce use of un-eco friendly items like asbestos,CIS, Pesticides, 

inflammable materials. 
7)  To provide appropriate interpretive service to visitors for communications 

with nature and local culture 
8) To respect local dwellers and their culture and involve them in various eco-

friendly activities. 
For the Tourists :- 
1) To help the Park Authority for conservation of wildlife and also protect any 

natural or culturally rich sites which may be adversely affected by tourism 

2) To avoid littering or carrying any non-degradable materials while entering 

into the Park like plastic, fire hazard, bio-hazard etc. 

3) To clean the camp site before leaving 

4) To avoid removal or collect or pluck any plants, seeds, drift-wood from Park 

sites 
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5) To respect local custom, culture and also holy places or sacred groves located 

both inside or outside the Park 

6) To cooperate with the Park authority and field staff in maintaining the 

natural ambience and not to disturb the animals as and when come across. 

These are some finer points of the Annual 
Action Plan for a sustainable Eco-Tourism 
inside Manas National Park which is for 
favour of your kind information and 
necessary action. 

C. Action taken under Department of Housing and Urban Affairs, Govt. of Assam 

for compliance of orders in Hon’ble NGT OA 178/2022    

Total no. of ULBs in the state of Assam - 104 (Including Guwahati M.C)  

Various steps have been taken to spread awareness to maintain cleanliness in 

tourist spots across the ULBs of Assam. World Tourism Day has been celebrated on 

ULBs on 27th September every year where various cleanliness activities are being 

undertaken. Major activities undertaken by ULBs are as follows:- 

a. Installation of Litter bins in all tourist spots along with systems for their 

regular emptying to avoid spill over’s. 

b. Arrangement of hand washing (with regular supply of soap and water). 

c. Due diligence of the levels of cleanliness of toilets. 

d. Provisions for sanitary napkins and their proper disposal in all ladies toilets. 

e. Making all tourist areas “Single Use Plastic Free” zones. 

f. Prominent messaging on Swachhata are being displayed. 

Further, the Urban Local Bodies are also encouraged to undertake special 

drive for the promotion of Cleanliness in Tourist spots under their 

jurisdiction. 

 

Special Initiative:  

a. Engagement of youths, Rally for Garbage free beaches, Hills and Tourist places 

are considered under Indian Swachhata League conducted every year by 

SBM(U). 

b. The Swachhata Hi Sewa, 2023 is scheduled from 15th September- 2nd 

October,2023 under the theme, “Garbage Free India” with focus on visible 

cleanliness and  welfare of SafaiMitras. The spirit of cleanliness activities is 

voluntarism/shramdaan. The focus of these swachhata drives would be on high 

footfall public places like bus stands, railway stations, beaches, tourist places, 

zoos, national parks & sanctuaries, historical monuments, heritage sites, river 

fronts, ghats, drains and nallahs etc. 

 

Other Initiative:  

Under SBM 2.0, Assam, construction of 34 nos. of seats of Aspirational toilets in 

32 ULBs where there is high footfall due to tourist places in nearby were proposed and 

accordingly approval has been received from Govt. of India. Work will be executed after 

receipt of fund from Govt. of India. 
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However, most of the Tourist Spots fall within either forest area or in some 

restricted area. The concerned departments look after management of such tourist 

spots. Furthermore, important tourist spots in Assam viz: Kaziranga National Park, 

Manas National Park, Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary etc. does not fall under Urban area 

and hence SBM(U) has no role to play in these important tourists spots of Assam. 

 

D. Action taken under Pollution Control Board, Assam 

 
Action Point 1 : Establishing air quality monitoring stations – 

  

The status of Air Quality Monitoring Stations (AQMS) in the State of  Assam 

existing/to be installed by Pollution Control Board, Assam : 

Assam Hills: 
       • Dima Hasao :- 3 manual AQMS shall be installed shortly. The 

site selection is finalized. 
 Karbi Anglong:- 1 manual AQMS shall be installed shortly.  
 Karbi Anglong (West):- 1 manual AQMS shall be installed shortly. 

 

IImportant tourist destinations (other than Hills):  
 Hajo :- 1 manual AQMS shall be installed shortly.  
 Kaziranga (Kohora):- 1 manual AQMS shall be installed shortly.  
 Kamakhya: 1 manual AQMS shall be installed shortly (at Pandu college). 

 Sivasagar:- 3 manual AQMS and 1 Continuous Ambient Air  
Quality Monitoring Stations (CAAQMS) already in operation.  

 Tezpur:- 1 manual AQMS in operation near Mahabhairab Maridir and 2 
manual AQMS shall be installed shortly 

 Majuli: 3 manual AQMS shall be installed shortly at Karnalabari, Garmur 
and East Majuli. 

 Jorhat: 3 manual AQMS shall be installed shortly  
 Nalbari: 3 manual AQMS and 1 CAAQMS in operation and 1 New 

station shall be established at Kumar Bharkar Marra Sanskrit and Ancient 
Studies University. 

 Manas: 1 manual AQMS shall be installed shortly  
 Nagaon: 3 manual AQMS and 1 CAAQMS in operation  
 Morigaon: 1 manual AQMS shall be installed shortly  

 Dibrugarh: 1 manual AQMS in operation and 2 manual AQMS shall be 
installed shortly 

Air Quality Report for 2012-21 are attached herewith as Annexure- I as per the 
format recommended for Pollution Control Board by G.B. Pant, NIHE 

 
Action Point 2 :Establishing Water quality monitoring Stations :  
 

Ground Water Monitoring Locations: 67 
Surface Water Monitoring Locations:170 

No. of locations available in 
Assam Hilts: 

      • Karbi Anglong — 3 

     • Dima Hasao — 1 

546



6 

 

Main Tourist Destination other than Hills:  
Ground Water Monitoring Locations: -64  
Surface Water Monitoring Locations:-170   
 
Water Quality Report for 2021-23 are attached herewith as Annexure-II as per the 
format recommended for Pollution Control Board by G. B. Pant, NIHE 
 
Action Point 3 : Public Awareness :   
The following activates shall be organized in Assam Hills for increasing — public 
awareness 

 Awareness meeting shall be conducted quarterly in the Assam  
(Hills) and other main tourist destinations/circuits of Assam 

 Banners shall be installed in the Assam (Hills) and other main tourist 
destinations/circuits of Assam 

 Guidelines for tourist shall be distributed to each tourist at the time of 
registration with the help of Tourist Department, Govt. of Assam. 
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