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Item No. 07         Court No. 1  
  

BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL  

PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI 
   

Original Application No. 451/2019 

(I.A. No. 118/2020) 
 

(With report dated 10.09.2020) 
 
Air Marshal Anil Chopra        Applicant 

    
Versus 

UOI, Ministry of Defence       Respondent 
 
 

Date of hearing:  10.11.2020 
 
 

CORAM: HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE ADARSH KUMAR GOEL, CHAIRPERSON  
     HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE SHEO KUMAR SINGH, JUDICIAL MEMBER 
     HON’BLE DR. SATYAWAN SINGH GARBYAL, EXPERT MEMBER 
     HON’BLE DR. NAGIN NANDA, EXPERT MEMBER             

 

Respondents:    Major General K. Narayanan, JS (Army),  

Rear Admiral K.M. Dhir, JS (Navy), 

Air Vice Marshal S.K. Jha, JS (Air) 

Nazli Shayin, JS (Lands) with 
   Ms. Nidhi Mohan Parashar, Advocate 

 

 
 ORDER 

 

 

1. A report was sought from the Secretary, Ministry of Defence, 

Government of India with reference to the plea that steps were required 

to be taken for scientific waste management in the establishments of the 

Armed Forces with particular reference to the issues mentioned in the 

reports filed by the applicant, a former Air Marshal, with the Ministry of 

Defence on: 

a) Environmental Issues and Waste Management- Armed Forces 

b) Siachen Glacier Ecological Issues 

c) Cantonments and Military Stations 

 

2. Accordingly, a status report has been filed on 10.09.2020 with 

annexures A, B and C in respect of Air Force, Army and Navy 

respectively. 
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3.  The Status Report by the Air Force (Annexure-A) mentions that 

there are green initiatives with instructions on cleanliness drive. 

Command HQ have already directed monitoring. Green norms have been 

laid down and environmental friendly procedures are being adhered to. 

 
4.  The report of the Army refers to the Siachen Glacier Ecological 

Issues, action plan by way of sensitization of troops, identifying methods 

to decrease the waste and methods of disposal thereof. Two Task Forces 

have been constituted and responsibilities given to reduce waste 

generation and scientific waste management at different locations. 

Assistance has also been sought from the corporate entities and the 

DRDO. Domestic Waste Management is separately handled. 

 
5. The status report by the Navy (Annexure-C) has adopted a theme 

of ‘Green Footprint to Blue Water Operations’. A CNS Trophy for Best 

Green Practices has been implemented. There are also policy directives 

with respect to the Solar Power Generation at Naval Units, Fuel 

Conservation onboard in ships, directives on handling Hazardous and 

plastic waste. In addition, waste management has also been given due 

impetus in existing Naval Stations and for all new ‘Naval Projects’ related 

to marine infrastructure, green measures have been incorporated in the 

‘Designed Stage’ itself. Training of personnel as well as ‘Coastline Clean-

Ship Drives’ are now conducted regularly to bring awareness amongst 

the community at large. Further details on the subject has been given in 

the report. 

 

6. There is also a status report of Coast Guard on “Environmental 

Issues and Waste Management Armed Forces” as follows:- 

“2. Indian Coast Guard (ICG) has been mandated for taking such 
measures, as necessary to preserve and protect the marine 
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environment and to prevent and to prevent and control of marine 
pollution at sea. ICG mandate for enforcing the provisions in 
accordance with Coast Guard Act. 1978 is only in the Maritime Zone 
of India (MZI). Further, ICG maintains coordination amongst coastal 
states, fisheries department and other stakeholders at Regional and 
District level by conducting various programmers like Community 
Interaction programmer. International Coastal Cleanup for clean up 
drives. 

3. ICG operates two independent air stations at Daman and 
Ratnagiri. The air stations have been developed in such a manner that 
eco sensitivity of the surrounding area is not affected due to the 
construction related work and operation of the aircraft. The noise level 
and emissions generated from operation of the aircraft is minimal 
since maximum flying operations are conducted over conducted over 
sea. Necessary precautions and safety measures are in place for 
monitoring of the resident birds in the area to mitigate any risk to their 
natural habitats. The eco sensitivity of the place around the air 
stations has been maintained as per the existing guidelines by 
Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA) and local policies in vogue. 

4. The present strength in ICG other than married (OTM) and 
Coast Guard Residential Area (CGRA) is miniscule. Unlike Military 
stations/cantonments which are generally away from the township 
and cities, ICG office space, accommodation and other allied 
facilities are in close interface with the civil populace. The 
mechanism of collection of garbage/waste disposal from the ICG 
complex/areas is undertaken by the municipal/corporation bodies. 
The waste management system Treatment Plants (STPS), 
incinerators and garbage disposal units in accordance with MARPOL 
convention. The daily waste generated is collected onboard and 
handed over to port reception facilities for proper disposal.” 

 

7. We initiated proceeding in the matter in view of letter by a retired 

Air Force Officer that certain establishments in the Armed Forces may 

lack requisite knowledge on ecological issues and the solutions to the 

challenges particularly in the virgin areas and steps were thus necessary 

for protection of environment and public health of personnel of armed 

forces and other concerned. The waste was generated by military 

weapons, domestic, industrial, biological, hospital and electronic 

activities (e-waste) which needs to be scientifically disposed of. Such 

problems may also be faced in desert and marine areas also which were 

required to be monitored at an appropriate level. The letter received from 

the former Air Force Officer was forwarded with Annexures to the 
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Secretary, Ministry of Defence, Government of India. The report seeks to 

address issues raised in the said letter dated 07.05.2019.  

 
8. During the hearing today, Manoj General K. Narayanan, JS (Army), 

Rear Admiral K.M. Dhir, JS (Navy), Air Vice Marshal S.K. Jha, JS (Air) 

and Nazli J. Shayin, JS (Lands) are present in person, apart from learned 

Counsel representing them. We had an interaction with them on 

desirability of having a suitable in-house Monitoring Mechanism at 

various levels so that Environmental Issues can be duly addressed. It 

may be also be desirable that the persons designated as responsible in 

this regard have a joint meeting with Experts bodies like the Central 

Pollution Control Board (CPCB) so that best practices are reviewed and 

evolved with their help. The designated officers at different levels can also 

initiate awareness programmes on environmental issues and challenges 

which may be an ongoing process.  

 
9. In view of above interaction and assurance of the senior officers 

present that they will take necessary steps in the matter, it is not 

necessary to pass any specific directions at this stage except to consider 

further steps taken in the light of interaction within next six months.   

  
 List for further consideration on 24.05.2021. We request the 

officers present to remain present on the next date of hearing. If their 

responsibilities change, their successors may appear. 

 
 The observations in order dated 05.12.2019 for taking coercive 

measures were made as no response was being received as mentioned 

therein. Since response has now been filed, we do not consider it 

necessary to take any adverse measures. I.A. No. 118/2020 stands 

disposed of accordingly.    
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Adarsh Kumar Goel, CP 
 

 

 
S.K. Singh, JM 

 

 
Dr. S.S. Garbyal, EM 

 
 

Dr. Nagin Nanda, EM 

November 10, 2020 
Original Application No. 451/2019 
(I.A. No. 118/2020) 

SN 
 

 


