


Small Reservoirs Project:

Planning and evaluating ensembles of small, multi-purpose reservoirs for the improvement 
of smallholder livelihoods and food security. 

Find tools and procedures in the Small Reservoirs Toolkit www.smallreservoirs.org 

Small multi-purpose reservoirs are an age-old adaptation to living in dry areas with highly 
variable rainfall and where droughts or seasonal floods are common. Small reservoirs 
supply water for domestic use, livestock and small-scale irrigation and help reduce some of 
the risk in precarious livelihoods. 

All these small, seemingly isolated reservoirs are in fact linked by small rivers and streams 
that have been dammed to create them or by the aquifers that feed them. Taken as a 
whole, these reservoirs store a huge quantity of water and while they can have a significant 
effect on downstream flows, they are rarely considered as systems. 

See also the GTZ project Rethinking Water Storage for Climate Adaptation in Sub-Saharan 
Africa http://africastorage-cc.iwmi.org/Default.aspx



Figure 1: Potential water storage options. 












