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JHARNA : FAMOUS FOR ANNUAL PHOOLWAALON KI SAIR, THE MEHRAULI MONUMENT IS A PICTURE OF NEGLECT  

This monument seeks a protector 

Ravleen Kaur 

New Delhi, May 10: FAMOUS for the annual three-day festival phoolwaalon ki sair, Jharna in Mehrauli was a garden with cascades and fountains, making it an ideal Mughal retreat. Today, a filthy drain passing behind it is the only water body one can spot here. The monument itself has been reduced to a crater full of garbage and dry leaves. 

What sets apart Jharna from Shamsid Talao, behind a park across the road, and the bang-opposite Jahaz Mahal is the fact that both are ASI-protected. Jharna does not come under any authority’s purview. 

A rusty notice board at the entrance put up by the MCD in 1988 relates its history. To the Hauz-i-Shamsi that was built by Sultan Shamsuddin Iltutmish in 1229, another hauz and a verandah were added by Nawab Gajjuddin Khan Firoz Jung in 1650. It was later renovated by Bahadur Shah Zafar. 

Following a public interest litigation by Heritage and Culture Forum, the High Court has ordered the director-general of the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) to appear in court and explain the neglect of the monument. 

No less than 25 families live around Jharna today. The stairs are broken, water bottles and empty packets are strewn and domestic animals wander all over the place. The only time the monuments are cleaned and whitewashed is in October, for the Phoolwalon ki Sair. 

‘‘I was born and brought up here. My parents came here 45 years ago from Uttar Pradesh. Pani ke liye humne bina metre ka pump lagwaya hua hai,’’ said Mohammad Laik, whose two-room house has a common with the monument. One of the rooms has been rented out to another family. ‘‘We live outside the monument so why should anybody stop us from living here,’’ said Laik. 

‘‘All the shops here are illegal. Every year, they keep on increasing the number of shops and the height of their houses. I spoke to ASI officials today who told me that nothing can be done unless the monument is declared protected,’’ said Usha Kumar, who had filed a PIL in the court for the protection of the monument. 

According to conservation architect Ratish Nanda: ‘‘The Jharna is an extremely significant water structure and connected with protected monuments like Jahaz Mahal and Hauz-i-Shamsid. However, the multiplicity of ownership has lead to neglect of the monument. The festival here is held by the MCD and the land otherwise belongs to the DDA. Ideally, the archaeological department or the ASI should take it over along with with the MCD and the DDA ensuring that the environment around it is restored and the encroachments removed.’’

